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Our Own Prison
Lies That Keep Many Captive
You sit in the fowl smelling, dark, cold and dank prison. There is a crack where you can see the glint of
sunshine outside, and you get periodic fresh air rushing in on windy days and it feels like liquid joy in
comparison to what you daily breathe. You have developed your daily routine, and have adapted to the
life sentence. You have spruced up your surroundings as best you can, you have joined in with how
everyone else copes with such drudgery, through the regular doses of that which pleases your needy
flesh. You can now handle this life and you now even enjoy it! The sunshine that you once looked at
longingly and the fresh blasts of air you once craved and took much delight in you do not give any
attention to, for you have been satisfied – so you have been deceived to think is good.
What you do not realize is on the other side of that door, of the prison that holds you is a lock-less
door. You can leave any time you want, for it has been ordered long ago by the owner of all things. He
took your sentence and placed it upon His Son. His Son gave His life for your freedom. And not only this
but He also rose from the grave, and kicked death and the power of sin in the pants – so that they will
not have any hold upon you once you leave your prison cell. Romans 6:18
The lie that is most often believed is that because you are trapped in the sin you now like, and you are
unable to see beyond this. You panic at the thought of giving up any of it! You don’t know anything
else! Living a sinless life has absolutely no appeal to you. But oh, did you know that this has been only a
lie that has rested upon you and depend your life upon? This love, this fear this feeling of not wanting
any of the God thing – is a smoke screen that has power and validity ONLY in the prison cell. Know this,
it is not true. The sin you like, is what was imposed on you – and it lies to you telling you, you can’t live
without it. The sinless life is freedom that you have never known – and once gained, through Christ you
will forget and even detest what you once loved and craved. You will see that the place that you are
reluctant to leave is a pig’s pen, and all that you have ingested and all that has satisfied your flesh lusts
and cravings, you will see is rotting dung! And you will no longer desire it. This is the truth, that when
you declare to God these words:
“I believe that you, Jesus, came to set me free, I believe that you died and rose again and overcame sin
and death and it will no longer have power over me – and I can live for you, what you created me for. I
look at my life now, and the sin I love and desire to turn from it all. I accept your offer to join you and
live free from the power of sin. I do not have the power, and will trust you to give to me the will and
desire to follow you as I take the first of many lifelong steps out and away from a life of sin.”
It will only be in the power of Jesus Christ that you will walk free of the pulls of sin that have you bound
now. This is through faith IN HIM. You must get to know this man who died and is God, for you to live in
His victory. This is done through the daily reading of the bible, daily prayer and commitment to do your
part and that is to not put yourself in sins’ way, when you see/feel sin flee from it! God says that if you
submit to Him (reading bible, prayer and learn His ways and obedience to His word) when sin comes to
tempt you (and it will) your job is to flee from it, which means do everything in your power to get away
from it. James 4:7. Then, when these two things are done, the devil – who is the one who brings
temptations to you – MUST flee. So, as you follow these steps, the sin that once ensnared you, will lose
its grip and power it once had on you. Next thing you know it no longer is there to tempt you.
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God gives you the power to overcome – but you must make the move to take it and that is to go in the
opposite direction of it.
Steps to Freedom in Christ:
The first step is opening the door of the prison cell. Telling God you are ready and wanting to leave. Some
make it as far as opening the door only to choose to remain within the prison walls. They feed off of the
lies that prison tells. Yet even as the door is now wide open and they can smell God’s freshness in new
life, they opt for the familiar in darkness and fear uncharted territory, which is His righteousness and
freedom from sin and cling to the dung heap of all that is unclean and detestable to Him. Even though
these ones have professed that they believe in Jesus as their Lord and Savior it is by their actions that
reveal their heart and what it truly believes. They do not realize that the voice they hear most
prominently as they sit in darkness, is not God. They do not realize that God does not dwell with
darkness. They are a people who have no peace because they are still slaves to sin.
Next, is to take the step out from it. One foot in front of the other. This is action which is to physically
walk away from the old life, or what is also understood and called repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 Mark 6:12
Some have done this yet only to settle close by the prison cell so they may take frequent and deliberate
visits to it. They do not whole heartily take the steps out and away, for their heart still wants the
dung. They go out, and talk to God, desire God and do God things, but they are not free for they still
love sin. Sin has such a strong pull that it will lure and lie to ANYONE who does not 100% desire to leave
and move with and in God to live in freedom. This is where many remain, and they are deceived to
think they are God’s children. This is not so. 1John 1:6
Then it becomes now about assuming lifestyle choices that no longer in any way include old sinful ways
and patterns. This can only be done through your dependence upon God. He helps all those and
delivers those who have a heart that is all for Him. This must be proved. God gives power to all to
overcome, through His Son Jesus Christ. It is the continual walk out and away from all that is sin and in
step in and towards His Son Jesus. With each step that is taken away (from sin) and toward Him, He
strengthens and shines ever brighter. Psalm 1:1-3 Proverbs 4:18 James 4:8. He reveals Himself and
gives His desires to you, and you love what He loves and hate what He hates. The sins that once had a
hold of you in the prison cell, no longer does. With each day you grow and God your Father, walks with
you teaching you and you know peace, you live in His joy and desire only more. This should be the heart
of all who say they believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
Continually go to Jesus with your weakness/sin, with the heart of desiring to overcome it for it is His joy
to give grace and strength to those who are humble. James 4:6
Begin to fill your mind with the truth in the word in the scriptures of the Bible. By this you will be
transformed. Romans 12:2
Begin to learn what it means to love God. Matt 22:36-38
Learn what God loves and what He hates. 2 Timothy 3:16
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His plan is to give you a future and a hope and joy everlasting, start today, with the first step and do not
look back! Jeremiah 29: 11-12 Psalm 16:11
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Submission – It’s a Good thing!
As a believer in Christ there still remains chaos that life must endure and can be quite overtaking and
preoccupying for sure. It can consume your time, energy, thoughts and resources – leaving you
depleted, but there is a way to ride the storms of life that will lead you in victory and is a matter of
focus. Instead of allowing the situation to become your preoccupation -submit (it) to God. This kind of
submitting is two sided. In submitting, you are giving Him permission to work in the situation. In
submitting you are giving it to God taking the ownership of it, and desire to practice it – to Him. You go
to God first, instead of what you normally do; for example you normally fear in a particular situation, but
instead you will submit the fear to God, instead of taking it on yourself. It’s a new way of relating to the
problems and stress – and its according to God’s principle for those who belong to Christ. It’s basically
acknowledging God, above all else and as you do, you resist the devil by not looking upon or are taking
part in what he sends your way. James 4:7. As you live through the tough moments – submit fear,
weakness, anger, disillusionment, hopes and dreams, or whatever it is that has you consumed -to Him
and keep doing it. Each time be conscious of the truth that He has all authority in your situation: He is
in control and will lead you according to how He sees best. Romans 8:28 No matter what the situation
tells you, how you feel, the defeat and failure, the pain and sorrow, the loneliness, the shame and guilt –
submit each thought, habit, and situation to Him as one would a patient to the doctor – and wait for His
way to bring you through to wholeness! Keep submitting! If you stumble in a bad habit 50 times in a
day – each stumble – submit it to God! Making sure or course that you are not purposely ‘stumbling’
with the thought that you can just submit it to Him. If you are in a difficult situation – submit every
aspect to it to God – moment by moment. We often think that because we are ‘sinning’ or messing up –
that God is not interested in our mistakes so don’t keep bothering Him we tell our self. All He wants is
our eyes to look to Him – in all things….good or bad to desire to walk in His way through it – to freedom
and release. It is He that will move in our heart to want to walk away from bad habits, unhealthy
emotional responses and all else that seeks to control us. That is where He can work with us – as we
simply look to Him. It has never depended upon our good performances or bad performances, what we
have done or not done – none of these has any bearing on God moving in our lives.
Do not ever hold back for fear – for He sees and knows all about it anyway! The wonderful thing is that
He understands why – and only wants to set it right for us. This is the gift that we have in Christ – new
life, which is His. As we submit the old to God, we are able to receive the new. Give and take. We give
to God, and we take from Christ.
God’s interest is not keeping humans ‘in check’ by punishing, teaching a lesson, or rewarding good
behavior. His interest is that we look to Him (first) in all things. Matt 6:33 In this practice it is like the
law of physics – it is in proper order; because as we look to Him in all things – then the things that can
easily snare us into paths, trails and canyons of bondage, defeat and sorrow – will be subjected first to
God and will not have the power it once did over us. He leads us in safety out of and from the dangers
and pitfalls of this world. He sees what we do not, and is wise when we have no understanding – so as
we submit; He leads.
Submitting all things to Him does not mean you have no voice or freedom – actually this is where you
will find your true voice and understand what true freedom is. Practicing life in this way will not only
blow your mind as He begins to show you who He REALLY IS, but it will free you to be at peace with
whatever life may bring. For you are no longer trusting in what happens to you or what tempts you –
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You are putting your trust in Jesus Christ and what He said He came to do: Isaiah 61:1-3. And it is His
work, to be done in us.
Scriptures to read, renew and refresh your mind regarding the amazing and wonderful truth: God is in
Control!
Phil 4: 6-7 John 14:27 Psalm 23:4 Matt 6:34 1 Peter 5: 6-7 Luke 12: 22-26 Psalm 27:1
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Tale of 2 Lovers
He is so in love with her all His thoughts toward her are that of a good future and a life that is specific to
her well being and wholeness. Jer 29:11. They were destined for each other, some would say much like
in fairy tales where there is a sinister plot to destroy this. John 10:10. His longing is for her to take hold
of Him, and learn and walk in the understanding and power of His love. 1John 4:9 His desire is that as
she join Him, and return His love – and they will conquer anything that would come against them. His
desire is for the beauty of their love to shine out from her to be displayed for all to see – so they too
would desire this kind of love. For this love is the answer to what the world is so desperately in need
of, and looking for. John 3:16 But this kind of love is not of this world and has nothing to do with
what the world offers. 1 John 2:16 It is from above and is perfect and it casts out all fear. 1 John 4:18
She has found Him, and His happiness is over the top! She seeks Him in all her day, with such
devotion, such love. Matt 22:37 He loves it when they talk together, for He delights in hearing her share
her heart with Him and He takes great pleasure in sharing His heart to her. In her day, she can’t seem to
get enough from the Book of Love that He gives, for it tells of Him and teaches her how to love
Him. Oh! And on the days when a song rises in her heart for Him! She is like the most beautiful
sounding song bird to His ears! For in these moments, she refuses to look to all the darkness around her,
all the threats that knock on her door and instead creates for Him her oasis where she sings songs of love
to Him, where she thinks of all that she is thankful for and speaks it to Him like one reciting beautiful
poetry to her lover. Prov 17:22 Her longing is to only please Him. She does not realize that in these
expressions of devotion to Him, not only does He take great delight in them, but that they are also like
medicine to her own soul (for He created it this way) and she is filled with strength, peace and joy. He
loves these moments and wishes there were more of them for it thwarts the invisible forces that are set
against her. Anxiety and depression are the first to go! Sick of heart and hopelessness do not stand a
chance. For as she locks her eyes onto Him and He becomes her focus to be what is most important,
she can easily resist all the temptations that come her way and all evil flees because it can’t stand such
an environment! James 4:7. He is jealous with a wild love and as she loves Him, He wards off and lays
low anyone or anything that attempts to get in between them- He protects and is a strength that cannot
be contended with. He encourages her to continue in nurturing the love she has for Him because their
intimacy will only intensify and grow strong which is the safeguard needed from her being lured
away. He needs her to understand that they are in this together. He has made Himself available to her,
that she could even choose Him - for this was not some small fete, He gave His Life for her, and now He
is there for her always, and it is she who must diligently choose Him for she will be sought after by
others and must contend to remain in the love they have love. It is not an easy road He warns, Matt
7:14 but it is one well worth taking, for it is the only way, truth and life John 14:6 - and can only be
walked by Him.
In all she knows she has turned her attentions elsewhere, not meaning any harm by it, but by doing this,
she has been strangely pulled away from Him. She is taken by the offer of pleasures that He does not
give to her and she sees no harm in accepting this offer. She has reached out to an invitation given to
her by another, to sooth and comfort her in times of difficulty. In that moment, the moment of her
infidelity, He fades from her view into the background. She takes no notice of the absence of His strong
presence for she is easily consumed now as a floodgate of new invitations bombard her with such
wonderful and pleasing promises. ‘Don’t bother with that Book of Love, it’s just stories, this is real life
you are living’ or ‘Take this and it will relax you, and you will not have to worry anymore!’ they
recommend. ‘Hey, it’s YOU that you need to look after – it’s time to put yourself first for a change!’ is
the advice she takes. With each promise she listens to and each temptation she succumbs to she steps
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away from Him and into darkness. Yet He remains to keep His eye closely upon her, never to lose sight
of her, never to stop loving her – even in His broken heart.
She calls on Him from time to time but does not realize that her ears do not hear His voice as they once
did because she is at such a distance from Him, they are not close and intimate anymore and there is so
much in-between them now. Nevertheless, she goes on talking to Him, telling Him how she loves Him
and asks Him for things she has need of. He is crushed, because He can see her heart, and it beats no
longer as strongly for Him and instead races wildly for others. She no longer enjoys His company
because of all the others she has relations with. She cannot love Him and others at the same time, for
He designed it so, for He is pure and good and does not fellowship with anything of the darkness. Matt
6:24 1 John 1:5-6 She no longer makes room for Him but instead treats Him like one does a stranger
who knocks on their door – leaving them outside on the porch to converse. Yet, she thinks that she has
done nothing wrong, for she has not sent Him away she reasons, she just is busy with other things and
she does talk to Him here and there after all. He is always there she comforts herself, for He will never
leave me. But she does not realize that it is her – that has left Him! Rev 2:4 Her heart has begun to sing
to others and she gives her praises to them, for she so delights in all the pleasure they give to her and all
the soothing she cries out for. She no longer appreciates His beauty, His strength and His love because
she has developed a love and longing for others.
Now the one whom she has left Him for tantalizes her with promises and he gives to her all that she
wants, when she wants it. He gives to her the pleasures that this world offers her and she accepts. He
says that if she adores him, he will give her all she asks for. But unknown to her, when he gives her
gifts and provides to her what she lusts for he in turn brings her deeper into his web to trap her. He has
no love for her, he actually hates her and only wants to take her away from Him. She is conditioned by
him with each morsel she devours that he gives her. When she takes what he gives it gives her pleasure
but only for a moment and she is left feeling emptier than before and is left wanting and looking for
more. She is a slave to her feelings now, anger, fear, hatred, loneliness, worry, bitterness, lusts of all
kind, they all are voices speaking in her head. She listens to anger, she listens to bitterness, she cozies
up to all the voices of lust to sooth the craving they taunt and torment her with. Her world is now full of
fear and she continually hears the screams ‘I need! I want! Give to me!' She has taken on greed now, for
it always says to her 'it's never enough! I need more!' Jealousy effortlessly enters on scene to remind her
she is to be threatened by anyone it points out to her. They each dictate her every move and anxiety is
always but a whisper away. This new lover has expertly draped these chains around her and now laughs
at her because she is dependent upon him. She is desperate for every crumb he throws her way that will
give her relief she so desperately longs for even for the brief moment that it is.
Where she once had joy, peace and the love of her first Love filled her, she now is lost to a sadness. For
Her first love gave to her to build her up, but this lover gives but only to strip from her – she sees this
now. Oh but this lover continues to speak lies to her – so she does not even give it a thought to leave
him, for he preys upon her weakness and he knows her vulnerabilities. In contrast her first Love was
one who binds up her weaknesses in His strength and stands on her behalf in her vulnerabilities so she
may overcome! 1 Cor 12:9 Where this one tells her how she is nothing without him and she cannot live
without him – and she believes him. He now beats her and is destructive, to her body and her life – she
is in ruins and lives in fear. She has forgotten her first love and has subjected herself to this lover’s
control. She tries to forget where she is and tries to pretend that she is doing well, for this is how she
maintains to survive. For she is ashamed and it pains her to look where she is and for all that she takes
part in. For she remembers how the Book of Love spoke of such things and how it would be the damage
of her relationship with her first Love. She is stuck she feels, with nowhere to look for hope. For how
could He ever look at her again, how could He ever love her she wonders?
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She does not realize that her first love is calling out to her. ‘Come, come away My beloved!’ She does
not recognize His voice anymore. He calls out and will never stop, for He remembers their love together
and His longing will not relent for her. He waits for her to stop all that she is doing and to look at Him
and turn from this life she now lives to call out for Him. For in that moment that she chooses to do so,
He will pluck her from the snare she has been placed in. He will breathe upon her new life, which will
blow away all the lies that have rested upon her – for this lover of hers is nothing to Him and He has
already crushed him once – He will extinguish his web around her with one piercing look – when she
gives Him the okay. He will break the chains binding and will water her thirsty soul with His love and
bring her back to life. He will heal her of the abuse she has endured and will pour His love and
forgiveness upon her. He always and forever wants her, and nothing will ever stop Him from this love
He has for her. He just waits for her now – to look to Him and call out His name.
See also: What Kind of House Do You Keep - an allegory The Cell- an allegory
The Father's Conversation with the Son
The Book of Hosea
Jer 31:3
Psalm 8 Psalm 111 Psalm 146 Psalm 150
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The Father’s Conversation with His Son
The poison called sin has infected all of mankind. Humans are led by the sin that is within, to follow after
what this poison has desire for which is death; both physically and spiritually; Romans 6:23. They must
be cleansed so they can be wired correctly – that they may follow after what it is they have been
created; to be loved and to love; His perfect love.
God provided the Agent for this mission, the specialist; there is none in His caliber of strength and
expertise; He would be God's own Beloved Son; Matt 3:17.
Conversation; Father with His Son
‘Son, it is time. For the moment is upon us for what we have planned from before the foundations of the
earth. Isaiah 46:10, 1 Peter 1:20. The human race has been infected and if they are left as they are, they
will all die in this disease called sin. For this disease I will one day destroy along with its originatorSatan. This destruction will include all who follow after sin; Ephesians 5:6 Col 3:6 Yet, I created
mankind for My pleasure that we may enjoy the fullness of Our love together, and now send You on this
mission to rescue this lost race. It will involve you leaving the position you have with Me as Godhead to
enter in the world as a human being. My Son, You are the Way, the Truth and the Life that will lead
them back to Me; John 14:16, which is to be answer to how this grave dilemma will be solved. You will
experience death and the torments and punishment of hell; Matt 12:40 and remain there for 3 days and
you will then destroy him who holds the power over death, Satan; Heb 2:14-15 Ephes 4:8 1 Cor 15:57
Heb 2:14; Rev 1:18, , 1 Cor 15:55, you will make a way for the souls of man to no longer be under the
law of sin; Romans 8:2 and You will rise to enter your place, which is at My right hand.’ Acts 7:56
‘My Father, I will be pleased to go where you send Me, for My love for you compels Me! I will go and be
the ransom to pay the price that is required; Mark 10:45 to free mankind from the sentence of sin and
death so they may have everlasting life!’ John 3:16
‘Son, I will watch you every moment and will see all that you do and will go through. I will not lift my
eyes from You. You must take on the sin that has corrupted mankind upon your own, sinless body – for I
require perfection, and this is in you; 2 Cor 5:21. In your perfection, you will become sin. Oh My Son, I
say that I will not take My eyes away, but in this moment – I must lift My love from you to exact My
wrath upon the sin you will become! Psalm 22 Matt 27:46 You will be the embodiment of sin; Gal 3:13 –
yet, because you are of Me and greater than sin, you will be able to also remain as my Son. You will
endure the sin, and be sacrificed as you are the only perfect lamb – and will be a pleasing aroma to
Me; John 1:29 Isaiah 53:10 I will crush you my Son, so that many will be saved through You. My heart
will break as Your Father, as I watch what it is you will endure and when I must turn My love from
You. You will feel the separation and hopelessness that sin is and brings-something that only You can
endure – but for all who will believe on You, - they will be spared from this; Isaiah 53:4-5. But know this,
You will have My joy that will be set before you to endure!’ Heb 9:11-15 Heb 9:22
‘My Father you and I have created together and the joy we have in the Spirit I am forever full of love for
you. I will do as you say. I will do as My Father calls Me.’
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All heaven stood still, in the somber of Christ’s passion, His mission-to do His Father’s will. Matt 27:3256
The words of Christ ‘It is finished’ John 19:30 were words of great meaning – that will take a lifetime and
beyond to fully understand. May His Sacrifice, burial and resurrection be our lifestyle as, we are those
who are His first fruits; 1 Cor 15:23 James 1:18. For far too many The Act of Jesus in His crucifixion is
considered separate and apart from those who believe and just something only to be observed. This is
not what He came to do – to be an observance! We are to partake of Him! Eat His flesh – His body,
drink His blood, offensive to some but how it must be; John 6:50-51, John 6:53, 1 Cor 10:16. We are to
learn and walk a crucified life; Matt 16:24-25 a life that is buried; Rom 6:4 and a life that is resurrected;
Rom 6:8. He came that we may join Him in following in all that He has done and accomplished and that
He would become our reality! Ephesians 5:1-2 Col 2:6 1 John 2:6.
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Let the Word Speak!
If
you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. Romans 10:13
Then evidence will prove in this way:
if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17
Always remembering
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— not by works, so that no one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8
And
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes
of him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:13
And to continue in sinful practice means
the wages of sin is death, Romans 6:23a
But instead desire and ask God
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,
so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and patience,
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy
people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:9-1
and daily
Rejoice always, pray continually give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus. 1Thessalonians 5:16
Making sure that you
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind’ and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Luke 10:27
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and
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. Philippians 2: 3,4
And in doing these you will bear evidence of the Lord God Almighty’s mark which is
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control. Galatians 5: 22,23
Amen!
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Power in Praise
My heart was full of heaviness for so many of my loved ones were going through some real hard things
and was sharing this with my Father. He gave me a vision;
I could visually see and feel the pain, chaos, fear, gloom, dread and anxieties whirl all around me. The
amount of distress and darkness was unbearable because there was the feeling that there was no
recovery or escape from it as it quickly consumed and overwhelmed. I knew that I was experiencing
what we as individuals feel and go through and as a whole of society and how the terrible weight held
each captive. I was able to see visibly depression, heartache, fear, loss, worry, dread, terror and
everything else that was dark and evil. I could see the force and the ownership it held upon the
world. My heart was pleading to God for his answer, his help…..
He turned my attention to a small box that lay strewn on the ground. It was opened a crack and I could
see the power, the purity of life, truth and light flow outward from it as a living energy. As I looked upon
the box I immediately understand that it contained healing, love, blessing, protection, joy, goodness,
kindness, beauty, restoration, wisdom, knowledge, peace as it contained all resources to overcome. It
vibrated crazily as if it were waiting for it to be tapped into so it could be unleashed.
It does not makes sense in explaining it with mere words but what I witnessed revealed to me that the
force and darkness that was being experienced was not real, but as like a shadow – in comparison to
what lie within that box. Although the heaviness of what I felt was a reality – it was not THE REALITY.
In the instant upon looking at the beautiful box I knew what was needed to access it; the answer to
combat the dark atmosphere I was experiencing. It was so very simple; to Praise God in all things, yet it
was not about simple lip service but rather an attitude. To ever look to our God and give attention to
who He is by continually recognizing that it is He that is greater, He is what matters in and among what
we may be experiencing. The point that I got in seeing what I saw was that it is ONLY when we give our
eyes and attention – our focus to God will we ever have a chance to move through life’s
challenges. There is the tendency to thank God for the things and circumstances in our life – but this is
not where the power of His love is. For too many times this can become a self-orientated thankful ness
because it is about us. It would be like: ‘ Lord, you are so very great, full of love and are all that matters
to me’, rather than, ‘Thank you Lord for my house, my kids and that I have my health’. The difference is
clear.
In this posture of living we are in the position to hear from God as He leads us through.
All the powers of this world are under the sway of the wicked one; and has the ability to fool and
deceive us – to divert our eyes and hearts away from the Source of all life. The world is a cesspool of
the work of this artist’s (Satan) craft; where many have been victimized. The truth of the matter is that
it is all an illusion, of what is real – in essence to what REALLY matters. The power to overcome is to be
ever present with what really is; or better said: WHO really is. The box contained the answer to be free
of the chaos that these shadows bring – which is the power of praise to our God. It is the practice and
discipline to ever tell Him that He is worthy of our attention by giving Him praise for who He is.
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You are bigger dear Lord! You are the greatness of this situation! Your presence is only what I
want! You are complete and utter beauty! You are healing and wholeness! You are Love! How
spectacular are you for you are the creator of all! Your mind is unfathomable it is so great! How lovely
are you. You are my joy! You are my healing! You are all I need! I am satisfied with only You! You are
complete! You are bigger than anything my eyes may see! You are the answer to everything! I am
blessed because you are my God! You are my reason! You are the only truth! Your name is full and
great! Praise to you now and forever! Amen
2 Chron 20:22 Psalm 22:3 Acts 16:25-26
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The Affair We Have With Christmas
Picture the scene, Jesus full of a rage that no one was expecting, for they had never seen this side of
Him. They knew Him to be compassionate, patient and loving. A healer. Who was this they were
witnessing? He was going about the blessed temple in such anger. He attacked all those who depended
upon this as their income to live, He carelessly tossed their precious goods aside. He cared not of what
this would do to them, to their livelihood. His indigence and jealousy was expressed clearly as to who it
was He cared about. He was revealing to the ignorant people what it was they were doing; making His
Father’s House – a den of thieves. Matt 21:11-13
I wonder if Jesus were to walk the earth today if He would not do something similar? Picture this:
The sanctuary was filled with lightheartedness, the smells of spices mingled in the air for the spiced
cider awaited the congregants after the service. The lights were especially beautiful twinkling with such
joy. The songs of celebration were sung with special enthusiasm for it was the eve of Christmas and all
were exceptionally jovial. They came on this day to give honor to Jesus in His birth and it is something
they have always done and took great pride in. Keep Christ in Christmas they say! One day in a year
that they may freely proclaim Him and they will continue to give honor to their Lord in this way as long
as they live!
They just concluded the service and were about to be dismissed when this man enters the room. He
looks around and takes in all the sights, He takes a deep breath and begins at one end of the room
acting like a maniac! He pulls down the lights, the tree, He tears down all the wall decorations the
candles – everyone is in horror. They wonder why someone doesn’t grab him and haul him out of this
most sacred place, how dare he they think. He must be demonized and just can’t handle the holy
atmosphere they conclude. He takes His place to the stage, the pastor cowers and shrinks to the back.
“My Father will not have you make the birth of His Son a place of idol worship! You have taken what is
holy and turned it into market place mockery! You call this worship, but I say – it is not I you
worship. For have I not said, you shall not have any other God nor any graven images? Ex 20: 3-5 You
have taken what is holy and made it profane, and join with the world in its vulgar rituals. Do you not
remember when David had the Ark carried on the cart of an ox? I am exact in what I command as
worship to Me. Yet, you have created your own form of worship and honor to Me, you have brought
down what is holy, like that day – for they did it according to how they saw fit 2 Sam 6: 1-7 . You say,
‘oh, but we can glorify your name in it! We can share Jesus Christ to all in this thing called Christmas.’ I
ask, can one offer sacrifice to Baal and at the same time witness to the world Christ?”
I reflect the day Peter, James and John were the witness to a very glorious thing, the transfiguring of
Christ and the visitation of Moses and Elijah. In this most holy and sacred moment, they attempted to
bring it down to earth and wanted to make it a place of commemoration. Mark 9:2-8. But they were
rebuked by God himself. In the same way has not the birth of Christ been made into a commemoration
that was man’s idea? A most glorious and sacred event – boxed up and packaged by our own
institution.
I can hear Him say these words in this season of commemoration,
‘This is My Beloved Son! Hear Him!’

Can you?
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Who Do You Say That I AM?
I AM
I AM the Way
I Am the Truth
I Am the Life John 14:6
I AM
I AM All and in All Col 1
I AM the Alpha and Omega Rev 22:13
Where I AM you may be also John 12:26
Those who would come after Me they will have Me, and find My Life; Matt 7:7,8. What I say is true;
John 3:32-34. For any who will follow after Me I fill and these have My Spirit; John 7:39, John 14:26. It
is by My Spirit that any will find My Life; Acts 4:31. My Life is not found in this world; John 18:36, but
many who are deceived follow after another whose image they have made – so this god will suit to their
tastes – and they serve the god of this world. For as many as I call only a very few follow after Me so
they may be chosen Matt 20:16 For I am strict and precise so those who are mine are able to hear My
voice. Is a Shepherd easy and generous? No, for this is not how he would be able to keep his sheep safe
and in his care, he trains them to listen to his voice and he leads and guides with firm prompts and
commands Psalm 23:4. I came to earth, and said many things and what is recorded is somehow
explained away. When I say that anyone who comes after Me must hate his mother, brothers and even
himself – there are few who take this up Luke 14:26. It is strict. When I say that a man must forgive
anyone who has offended them or My Father will not forgive them, this has not been taken seriously by
the majority for it is strict and precise Matt 6:15. I tell that in order to find life one must give theirs up,
that to follow Me he must first deny himself and take up his cross– words that are strict and precise
Matt 16:24-25. To believe in the Son is to follow Him in all that He has spoken – for this is how faith is
shown, by your works John 15:10 James 2:14-20. Many have gone astray because they have taken the
broad road and call it My grace. Where did I say that any could continue to walk in sin and be My
disciple? I have said that if your eye causes you to sin, then pluck it out Matt 5:29! I said that your hand
causes you to sin then to cut it off Matt 5:30! This is strict and precise. When I say that all who are
weary and heavy laden come to Me for My yoke is easy and My burden is light – this has been taken in
error as a way of coming and finding rest from the burden of life. This is only half true. For I place My
yoke upon all who would come to Me for rest. My yoke is what I use for all those who are mine to lead
and guide them. When any come to Me there is an agreement to be made and that is that they accept
My yoke and My burden that they are to carry Matt 11:28-29. This is strict and precise. For those who
have followed after this wide road – they forget that I have said that My way will be narrow and it will be
difficult Matt 7:13-14. This requires a cost to My followers Luke 14:17-29, for on this road demands
continual obedience My teaching 1 John 5:3. My life has been cheapened in the context of this grace
(deception) and requires nothing from its followers. They do not accommodate My Spirit within them;
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instead they expect My Spirit to accommodate them. They have not realized that the god they worship
will be who they will imitate and the one they serve is a lover of self and the world.
Those who are mine with each day they live are closer to looking like Me; 2 Corinthians 3:18.
Who do you say that I AM?
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Law of Christ – let the word speak!
He is our Salvation Luke 2:30 Luke 19:9; in that He is the truth and the way and the life, no one can get
to the Father (where we are safe) unless it be by Him John 14:6. So that He is the light of the world. He
who follows Him shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life. John 8:12. God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth John 4:24. For to be carnally minded is death, but to
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God
Romans 8:6-8. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live Romans 8:13. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made us
free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:2. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life Galatians 6:8. Jesus put it
in very plain language in how one is to live by the spirit when he gave this command: “If anyone desires
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” Matt 16:24.
If you love Jesus you will keep His commandments John 14:15. For He who has His commandments and
keeps them, it is he who loves Him. And he who loves Him will be loved by the Father, and Jesus will love
him and manifest Himself to him John 14:21. For as followers of Christ we will be known and identified
by what fruit we produce Matt 7:17. For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk
in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another Gal 5:2226. For we must ever take care to remember that we are not our own. For do you not know that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your
own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s 1 Cor 6:19-20. If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God Col 1:3 and not the things rooted in self and this world.
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is
any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things which you
learned and received and heard and saw in me (Paul), these do, and the God of peace will be with you
Phil 4:4-9.
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How Does One Enter In?
The Kingdom of God, The kingdom of heaven, to be in Christ, Born from Above, Salvation, a new
creation – are all of the same and is kept for the one who has found true life. But how? The bible
explains that we must do in regards to becoming a follower of Christ, and they are the repentance of sin,
to believe, baptism and to receive the Holy Spirit. While believing is what we must do, it I not all and
many would disagree, but I will explain. Out of our believing is to respond and act in what it is we
believe which results in repentance, baptism and the receiving of the Holy Spirit. All a work of God
where we participate through our responses.
To be In Christ – is to be born of the Spirit of the Living God, through the repentance of sin. This is the
requirement for entry, for you must understand that you are sinful and are unacceptable in this state –
before you can enter into New Birth. Some scripture reference here re: Repentance. In repentance you
understand that you have live a life that sins against God and you turn away from this (sin) and believe
who He, Jesus the Christ is and what He has accomplished. Acts 5:14 Romans 3:22 1 Cor 1:21 To
believe is to have Faith and faith involves living out what you believe – James 2:17 Then we are to be
baptized, baptism is the outward act to testify an inward work – of being washed of the old nature –
your old life and receiving the new life that Jesus has provided through His death and resurrection. In
this act, you too die, as Christ did -to your old nature – life, and are born anew and can now live in His
new life – which is done in the Spirit by His power. Romans 6:4 You then receive His Spirit – through
faith – and this is the power He gives for all who call on Him so they can walk as He walked and live
overcoming lives. Acts 2:38 Romans 15:13 1 John 5:4. The flame is deposited into us in our entering in
and it grows steadily, we become a people who are His Sheep and know His voice and desire and are
glad to obey what He says. John 10:27
How does all this Look:
One who is born from above is one who has an inward relationship with the Living God – Living meaning
that He moves in you, to grow and to change – into His image. 2 Cor 3:18. You are not stagnant and He
is always stirring within. Your thoughts grow and intensify for Him. You easily see sin in you – and desire
to be rid of it. When you stumble or fall, it is in a forward motion – because you desire only to be
changed – so you give it to Him in your repentance and determine to move in His ways. You contain
such a strong love and desire to gather with the saints of God, to listen, learn and share with one
another. You are deeply grieved when your brother or sister is caught in sin, and do all you can to help
them out to rightness in Christ. Your joy is to give all you can one for another, in their need. In your life
you live you include God in all you do, think and say. Depending on where you are in the journey – it is
growing and the desire grows to include Him in all. YOU KNOW that the Spirit of the Living God is in you
– for His witness reveals this to you Romans 8:16. You are content, and at peace Phil 4:7 – and
understand that this is a daily, continual process to remain in Him and walk in the fear of this in respect
and honor.
Such a large subject and I speak from a my limited perspective but oh what an awesome and wonderful
gift He has given us! He conquered death for all – who would believe on His name – this is so
amazing! His desire from the beginning was that none would perish – His Life is able to provide for ALL
to enter in His Kingdom. John 3:16. Today is the day of Salvation, do not put it off any longer! 2 Cor 6:2
Look to Him, Believe in Him, Repent, Be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit! Amen!
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What is the Point?
What is the point, many would ask.
He is.
In a mess? Want to get out of it? Do not look to the mess as the problem. The mess is only the
symptom. Do not look for the way to be free from the mess, but instead, look to the point.
Determine to put all your energy, like you have never done before – in finding Him. Call to Him, want
Him Watch and pray – after Him. Look for Him in scripture and ask Him to reveal Himself to you and
don’t stop until He does.
Leave it- all the mess – with God and commit it to Him. Then, take this time you have to seek Him as you
have never before. Not for things, not for help – but to find Him. Let this be your first and foremost in
all that you do. He will give to you what you have need of as you first seek Him Matt 6:33. Submit to
Him, all the fallout that is of the mess that comes your way in what you are going through – and
determine to watch for what He says, and directs you to do, being very careful that you do not act out of
your own desires and mindset. Be humble, repent. Not your fault? Repent – anyway and look for how
you could be to blame. Repent. Don’t see any spot on you? Ask Him to show you – and He will!
Not in a mess? He is still the point – follow above in the same manner interchange the word mess with
life!
Bless you in your mess/life – and may He be increased in you -who He is, and give you His peace and you
follow Him with all you are!

25

Are you covered by His Blood?
The first Passover – was the picture of Christ, covering those who are His – under His blood. Exodus
12:12-13. All who were in homes where the blood was applied, were passed over by the angel of death
– and escaped God’s judgement. Christ’s blood that was shed, is now our covering, in that we receive
the forgiveness of sin to escape the wrath that is to come. Rom 5:9.
Yet, while Christ’s blood covers completely and we all have been provided for through it – we must
understand like the Israelites had to follow the directions God gave in applying it. For the power of His
blood to have full effect we must understand that we have an enemy as well as to understand the
application of His blood in our lives.
You see, there is an enemy who is like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.
1 Peter 5:8 We
have been given an absolute and most valuable treasure – which is matchless and priceless where to
which this enemy looks to destroy in us any power it has. Job 1:7 Mark 4:15 2 Cor 2:11 Ephes 4:26-28
James 4:7. We are in a war, and we must battle continually – with no rest and are consistently
encouraged, strictly warned and rebuked throughout scripture to contend Ephes 6:10-18.
Through His blood, we have His protective hand upon us, and though we may be scourged and
squeezed through trial– when we are in His protective custody, like Job, it is by His hand and we can
trust the work He is doing in us for our good – as we submit to Him. However, to move out into the
pathway of sin indulgence – we are stepping out onto the enemy’s turf and his rules then take effect
upon our lives. In fact, he looks tirelessly for blood bought saints as to seek entry. He watches our every
move, and lays out his traps specific to our weaknesses, strengths, disposition, past lives etc. He
continually tosses morsels and creates scenarios around us that he knows will tempt us. One of his
specialties is to involve that of unforgiveness, bitterness or resentment. For he understands more than
any of us, the power and principle of forgiveness in one’s life. Moreover, he also understands the right
he is given when unforgiveness lies within a heart. Matt 6:15 Matt 18: 21-35. For as one sows into
their heart, they will reap its consequence. Gal 6:7. To be in unforgiveness, is to be on dangerous
ground where we are subject to the torturers! The havoc in many believer’s lives – could very well be
as the result of this underlying issue of the need to forgive. No amount of binding and loosing or prayer
and fasting will touch such situations until this very thing is settled – and this applies to all sin that may
be practiced.
His blood was for us, so we may be cleansed of our sin as we walk in the light. 1John 1:7. Take note, as
we walk in the light – we receive His cleansing. What does the light of Christ do? He shines upon things
so you may see clearly – the dirt! As we are shown the dirt that is on us, in us – we deal with it; which is
to repent of it and be cleansed of its filth, and oh how beautiful is His blood that washes us clean! How
wonderful that we have the assurance of being in His hand and through His blood covering us!
Do not think that you are getting away with ‘little’ sins. Do not think that because you do not hear God
in letting you know you are in the wrong, or are there is no conviction of certain sins – you are safe! Be
vigil, in keeping your house clean so you do not give place to the evil one.
May we be like the priests of old who understood the holiness, preciousness and power of the blood –
so we would handle and apply it with the utmost care in the fear of the Lord – Amen!
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The Road That Leads To Death
There is a way that seems right to some. On this way, they build a road of their very own. They learn
skill, attain to education and develop in creativity and apply it with all they have in them -and they are
well pleased in their undertakings – and call it good. They believe in Jesus and make sure they include
Him and they would have it no other way for He is their Lord and deserves to be on their road! They are
sure to let all who would listen know of all the work they have done and are quick to share their
accomplishments as a result of all their dedication. They will even boast in all the wrongs that have
been done against them along the way and make them into a badge they wear so as to receive special
care and sympathy (for their persecution) by all those who will listen. They make sure that this road is
furnished to suit them and make no allowances for challenge or disagreement, for who is to tell them
how to build their road after all! So adjustments have been expertly devised for Jesus and His
placement to accommodate accordingly. In this they have certain preferences that demand absolutely
no admittance for Jesus and so they simply make partitions that blend in with the landscape and for the
most part it goes unnoticed – as planned. On the rest of this road they slice Him up and strategically
place Him in positions that are best suited to that specific need. They love Jesus they say with great
passion and point out all the beautifully constructed banners and road signs they have made and go into
all the detail and effort each one cost them to do. This has been a labor of love they maintain for it is
their joy and service to Him. They are thankful that they have Jesus in their heart and more so that they
are able to have Him walk with them – on their road.
Prov 16:25; There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
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Power, Victory, Peace & Joy
No Power? No Victory? No Peace? No Joy? If you have answered yes to these you could quite possibly
be one who has lived a life that loves God – but has grieved His Spirit or even one who does not have His
Spirit living in you at all! Because of how our western society has set up the ‘gospel’ message this can
easily be done and could be why you are experiencing defeat, anxiety, depression, fear, hopelessness,
loneliness and much more.
It is an easy thing be a godly person, who walks in the ways of Christian principle and belief with true
love and dedication – yet be one who Jesus will say ‘Depart from me! I never knew you!’ The word
‘knew’ used here is to mean the intimacy as in sexual intercourse/ relations. This intimacy can only be
with the occupation of the Holy Spirit in a life and will be the missing link for those He will rebuke.
Today with all the bells and whistles of entertaining preachers and teachers, the myriad of Christian best
sellers for a better Christian life, devotional booklets and materials as well as movies and music – much
of these thwart the soul from the need to seek intimacy with Christ. For in a sense they have taken the
place of the Holy Spirit in that they are what is sought for to fill the soul. However in truth, it is the
occupation of the Holy Spirit that gives us a love (and hunger) for God and desire to live for Him to lay
down our lives for His purposes -to cut off that arm or pluck out that eye that causes sin Matt 5:2830. His Holy Spirit is what draws us to Himself. If we do not have this, it is our own self effort and we
will not experience the fruit He brings which is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; Gal 5:22-23. Furthermore, we are not one of His!
Let not how much bible reading you do, commitment or dedication, nor praying you do or anything you
do for God be what you use to measure your spiritual condition.
Instead, ask yourself if you exhibit these in your life:
Power; Do you live in the power of His resurrection? For this is how you are able to forsake the old man,
nature and old sinful life – to take His Life – His Spirit teaches you and empowers you. Acts 1:8 1 Cor
4:20, .
Victory; Are you able to overcome sin, habits and the love of the world? For the Spirit that resides
within will continually convict you of the sin that is in you – and the desire to be rid of it. You live in His
victory over sin. There is no such thing as addiction in the Kingdom of God. 1 Cor 5:57 1 John 5:4
Peace; Are you peaceful and content – even though you face challenges, trials and tribulation? There is
no need to use anti-anxiety medication in the Kingdom of God. John 14:27 Phil 4:6-7
Joy; Do you have joy where it is tangibly within – and literally strengthens you? There is no need for
anti-depressants to be used in the Kingdom of God. Acts 13:52 Rom 14:17
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Do you see that you lack these?
Go back to where you left your first love, and repent. Tell God you have lived a lie and want to live in
truth and to be born of the Spirit of God. For more see previous posts; To be or not to be born again,
How does one enter in?
Today, Hear Jesus call out”Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and dine with him, and he with Me.” Rev 3:20
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In A Marriage That Is Dying?
Are you in a marriage where each day that comes brings deeper hurt, frustration, fear and pain? Are
you wishing you were rid of your spouse? Or that your spouse would change? Have you prayed so
much that you just don’t know what else to pray or do?
If so, I encourage you to a perspective change – that will bring you to where you need to be. This can
only be done through your willingness to walk a different path. If you are ready, I will share with you the
secret to peace, love and joy- brace yourself for it is not a road that is well traveled.
We all know the story of Abraham when God asked him to take Isaac and kill him as a sacrifice to
Him. This is to be the beginning of your journey you need to embark on. Take your marriage, your
spouse, all the unmet expectations, lies, hurt – all of it and place it on the altar. It must offered to
God. In this, you do not bring up any of it to your mind, memory or life – it is dead now. But at this
alter, you now take up the living God, Jesus Christ and put Him in its place. For we often don’t realize
that the bad marriage or the difficult circumstance, can and does become our idol. It’s all we think
about, it’s what we are in bondage to where fear is our ‘spirit’ that leads us. Now as you come away
from the altar you are immediately confronted with real life issues. Instead of bowing to the issues, bow
before God. With each issue, seek Him. You will face some hard obstacles, one being – the need to
forgive. Think of forgiveness as WD40. When you apply forgiveness to the circumstance or person that
you need to forgive – then God is able to enter into that place and do His work. For unforgiveness is like
iron bars shutting out God from entering into the situation. Even if the spouse continues in the thing
you have forgiven, forgive some more. In this you will be freed from within to how it once has bound
you. To forgive like this from the world perspective is an abomination! But remember, we live
according to God and His ways. As you walk each day, you submit to God first in everything, minding
that you do not seek out to tell others about your problems. Instead ask Him to show you your heart
and He will take you down a road of inner house cleaning. As He shows you, you take each item in
acknowledgement as sin, repent and receive the forgiveness Christ provides. Do not let the wind and
the waves of the day throw you off from keeping your eyes upon Jesus. Study Him, who He is, what He
came to do, and where your life is in light of this. As sinful behavior continues in your marriage by your
spouse, give it to God, like an offering – and determine not to let it touch you – to influence you in how
you respond. God will give you wisdom, and boldness it things you must do and say that may be
necessary – and will cover you with His grace. You will notice that fear that once had a hold on you, no
longer does. Do not let divorce or separation be what you think about, instead, let God be the one who
determines what needs to be done and He will guide you accordingly.
As you walk this road, you will see with your own eyes the mighty hand of God working in behalf of
you. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf
of those whose heart is loyal to Him 2 Chron 16:9a. You will be one who experience peace though your
circumstance may look otherwise and God will give you love for your spouse that you never had before
and you have joy in the midst of it all!
See also these posts: Submission – It’s a God Thing! Praise Revelation I Had a Question for God What
is the Point?
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Spiritual Adultery – It’s Rampant!
What is Spiritual Adultery? It is the seeking after other things to give comfort, pleasure, satisfaction and
happiness instead of seeking after Jesus to fill and fulfill.
The ‘other things’ sought after become idols. They are things we seek first (above Christ), to get
something in return. They can be seemingly harmless things to out and out full blown self-destructive
and life destroying things – but they are all acts of spiritual adultery. God refers to His feelings
throughout the scriptures: Jer 3:7-9 Jer 7:9 Jer 23:14 Rev 2:22
We take or partake in a particular lust – for one reason and that is to serve Self, we allow our flesh to
order, demand and dictate to us what we need, must have and desire after. This is what Paul talks
about when he said,
‘ Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap For he who sows
to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life.’ Gal 6:7-8
As a believer in Christ we make it our daily habit to not allow our flesh to dictate to us what it wants,
instead we look to God for our needs to be met. We ‘cut off’ the flesh part that cries out to lust – to
deny it. In this we are sowing in the Spirit, seeking after Christ to fill us with Himself, through faith. Paul
says it in this way:
‘I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.’ Gal 2:20
There has been a life support gizmo constructed in and among the Christian community to allow for
spiritual adultery to take place openly and freely. I see a vast amount of people in this group who are
dependent and addicted to a broad range of things – yet they see nothing wrong with this. I hear the
argument and justification and am struck with amazement – how can this be I wonder? For this is
counter to what Christ accomplished for all who would believe on Him for! Freedom! Freedom from all
sin – which is comprised in all these! He bought and paid for each soul so they be a people who no
longer live for themselves – but for Him, by Him and through Him and this is the joy we have. Instead, I
see a group who mar His name by living for their flesh and profess Him as Lord of their life!
Yes, there are those who are sincere and true in their profession and struggle with the real desire to be
free. For these, I encourage to seek out a believing brother or sister to walk with so you may walk in
prayer and fellowship, to throw off that old man who is doing all it can to cling to you. Do not give up.
To the rest, who have no intention to throw off anything – why did Christ die then and what does His life
mean to you as you put Him in second place? I’d be curious to hear your answer.
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Christ my Savior. Christ my Lord? No Thanks!
‘I accept – Him as my Savior, I accept His grace He gives me, and I accept His love for me!’
But then when asked,
‘Friend, is He your Lord too?’
Only to hear this reply;
‘No thanks – I’m good’
True story, for way too many.
Where in truth, because He has saved us- He then becomes our Lord as the result. There is no room for
negotiation or compromise when it comes to this subject – according to what the bible teaches.
May we all share the other half of the meaning of salvation with those who we know and love.
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Always Remember Where Home Is
We, as followers of Christ walk this earth as in a foreign country, that which is not our home. We walk in
a way where we are about our Father’s business, as His ambassadors 2 Cor 5:20, 1 Peter 2:9. The world
looks to us as an unappealing concrete tarmac – to serve only as ground we walk upon 1 John 2:15. We
look not to participate in any of its appeals, but have eyes only to conduct our tasks that lay in our
hearts – that our Father has placed. We endeavor to walk hand in hand with weak ones, who are
wanting to follow but have not made the full commitment to do so Matt 28:19. We speak into their
lives the truth of the Word and are diligent to keep them in the truth Romans 10:14-15. But some will
depart from us because they are easily swayed, and we set out to find them for our Father. Often we
find them that they have happily settled in to partake in the many sinful morsels cloaked in lies – so they
bite in. They see their surroundings as ‘what they have chosen and like’ where we see as what it is, a
heap of derelict surroundings, a garbage dump inhabited by many other lost souls who think they are
happy – with their choices, for they are gratified. Some have even brought their bibles to this place and
have somehow justified there being there and taking part 2 Tim 3:1-9. The stench you smell – to them
smells pleasing. You are offended by the rodents and insects scurrying around – they do not even
notice them. For they are not discerning to see the truth, and continue to play in the devils
playground. Your heart is filled with the Father’s love for them, and you are grieved with his grief for all
these lost ones. Continuing to speak to these one, continuing to pray for them, you see an
awakening! You see one with eyes that have the look of questioning – and you share some more, they
begin to hear! You take their hand and you walk them out of the pit and they finally see what they have
allowed themselves to live – for in contrast they have breathed their first breath of true life and will not
look back and rejoice with you in joy! James 5:19-20
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Your Body the Temple
This story is an attempt to explain a vision I received that I believe came from God. He opened up to me
what our body, His Temple looks like as homes where the works of the flesh are personified.
I see a row of houses and am taken on a tour of one in particular and the manner of this home I sense
is disturbing and unsettling. It is cold, lacks care as I see broken contents strewn about. I am hit with a
foul stench mingled with a tangible sense hopelessness and doom.
I see coming to view some occupants (works of the flesh; Gal 5:19-21), who share lodging here one of
which goes by the name Anxiety who also happens to keep close company with Fear and
Torment. They spend their time together huddling in a corner where they discuss the reasons to justify
their being in this particular home; 1John 4:18. Not too far from the huddled group I find seething one called Envy consumed to pursue always for more and better that someone else has. Bitterness
assists Envy by reminding and affirming the misery of not having enough and of all that they rightly
deserve. Jealousy’s ear is always open to the conversation between these two to carefully record
pertinent information of possibilities for who may become a threat to them. Havoc nearly always
ensues this trio – because Accusation is continually pointing its finger causing regular disturbances.
Greed speaks to each occupant of this homeowner by giving his appraisal of who deserves what and
why there is always the need for more and to never be satisfied and content; James 3:15-16. As I walk
down the hall, I see Shame quickly hiding things as it sees me coming. The room shame occupies is
filled with hidden nooks and crannies to easily conceal what must be ignored and denied. I am amazed
because a quick change occurs before my eyes to where this room has become squeaky clean even
with a fresh bouquet of fragrant flowers! Shame's talent is to make what is ugly by hiding or
camouflage. I see a newly placed bouquet of flowers, a lovely selection of snacks and some books
carefully laid and upon closer inspection they are not real and are only fake props! Psalm 4:2.
I pass by to another room, containing one piece of furniture – a chair. This chair looks like a throne yet
there are chains on it so it could bind whoever sat upon it. The throne was where this homeowner
made it regular practice to sit and willingly become subject to a cruel master. This master has become
the one in charge of this homeowner and goes by the name Destroyer; John 10:10. Because the
homeowner willingly obeys this cruel master, he has become his slave; Romans 6:16. There is a fresh
pool of blood on the floor, broken glass and splinters of contents strewn about which reveals the latest
beating. I feel great pain in this place, sorrow and hopelessness and want to leave for it is so powerful
and I know I am a target while I remain here Matt 26:41. I flee from this room to discover a room
adjoining to it of seemingly contrast, but they are of the same. The Destroyer conducts a great deal of
his business to control in this room and the other as well. This particular room is quite decked out, lots
of captivating gadgets, bowls of treats and enjoyable upbeat music. Pleasure, Comfort and Escape
reside here. This palace like room contains and freely distributes Addictions, and when one
participates with Addiction they are sent to the throne room so they are reminded they are a slave and
are under the masters rule and torment. This room offers alluring temptations that boast great and
swelling promises to provide escape from life’s demands and from the torment the Destroyer
inflicts. When the bait is taken a dose of pleasure is given just enough so that it will create craving for
more. While outwardly this room is captivating and appears exciting and enjoyable in reality it is full of
sin and death; James 1:14-15.
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In the hallway again, I realize that there is a voice that speaks throughout the house, much like a sound
system that continually plays chants in mesmerizing tones to lull the homeowner into complacency to
insure that Truth is never a possibility to search for, Truth that sets souls free; Isaiah 44: 19-21. The
chant for this moment are, “It’s all good! You are right, and they are wrong! Keep the fight and stay
strong!” The chant changes from day to day but is always in keeping a lull the soul to sleep.
I understood why the rooms smelled of death, for the wages of sin is death Romans 6:23. There is no
life in these walls. I see the door and make quick haste to exit – I am filled with sorrow as I just
experienced in my tour of one who is under the rule of the flesh. The works of the flesh become
evident; anxiety, fear, torment, envy, bitterness, jealously, accusation, greed, shame and addiction
(idolatry).
I am outside and away from the stifling and life sucking home of this poor soul and marvel as I tune my
ear to hear the beauty of creation call out – pointing to God and wonder why this was not heard by the
homeowner I just left; Romans 1:19-21. The birds chirp with love for Him. The wind blows and
speaks. I can hear God speaking: ‘I am the Truth, the way and the Life!’ and how He continually
speaks out, for anyone who would have ears to hear!
I walk to the next house and enter in. The atmosphere here is in sharp contrast to what I had just left, I
am immediately met with a Host, who looks at me with inquisitiveness and ushers me in with
gladness. I am asked if I would like a drink of water and if I am warm enough – for there was a stack of
very cozy blankets at the door waiting to bring warmth and comfort; John 14:16. I accept a drink John
7:37, for the visit from the previous house left me extremely dry, and because I still felt a chill from my
last experience I gladly take the blanket and wrap it around me I immediately feel rejuvenated with
new life! 2 Cor 5: 3-5. My Host gently takes my hand and leads me through each room and I sense
great peace, and am able to collect my thoughts and have quieted and listen to Him with clarity Isaiah
26:3. I see before we go any further an elaborate alarm system and it is connected to my Host. It has
gone off, and I notice that there is a very dark strange man at the door – he says his name is Fear and
he is asking for me! The homeowner is notified through his gracious Host – and I see this man
extinguished like a smouldering flame before my eyes! He was literally snuffed out! My Host explains
that this home owner is diligent to keep his home free of such intruders because his home is the
temple where the Holy Spirit dwells and informs me that it is He who is the Spirit He talks about. Both
the Homeowner and the Holy Spirit work together as a team, and I see how wonderful they work
together; John 14:16. I hear a beautiful song in the background and am told that this homeowner sings
continually to the Lord in praise and thanksgiving Hebrews 13: 15 declaring that the walls are Salvation
and the gates are praise in beautiful melody to the Lord Psalm 150. The Holy Spirit joins in and the
musical notes seem to come alive and the atmosphere is one of healing and deliverance Isaiah 61:13. I see that the rooms are so clean and is clear they are regularly washed – and my Host tells me this
is what the reading of the word does to a home Ephes 5:26, it washes it and gives the light of truth to
shine making bright the home. I hear continual engagement between the Lord and the homeowner –
it is so very delightful to listen to. There is great calm and peace between them with joy and love. I
walk down a bit and see a room that seems to be under construction and I see the work that has
already been done and completed – I am awestruck! For the intricate detail of the room was unlike
any other in its beauty. I saw a wonderfully constructed chair that was just being completed. In the
feature of its design was an imprint of some sort – and my Host directed to me to look closer. My eyes
grew wide as I realized that the imprint was that of a very difficult time – in the homeowner’s life – but
now it had been turned into an embossed signature of God’s presence and it was laced in gold it was
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breathtaking! Because the homeowner gave to God this difficult time, putting all trust in Him and
following His direction through it God was able turned it into His gift lavished with unspeakable joy in
all wisdom and understanding giving it back to the owner; Matt 16:25. My eyes scan around and I
realize that this room is where tribulation, pain and suffering has taken place – as given under the
authority of the Master He is able to create beauty out of the homeowners pain and suffering; Isaiah
61:3. The decorations in this room are glistening with such detail and brilliance it is a marvel to behold
and they seem to be alive James 1:12. Joy rings its sound in communion with the heartache of the
homeowner and they work together in the building that the Lord calls forth. For I hear echoing ‘what
was meant for evil He has turned to good – to those who love Him!’ Romans 8:28. I see the intensity of
the pain that was submitted to God – and the sorrow that was placed into His hands James 1: 2-4. In
this room I feel great hope, faith and love.
We move on to another area – and it encompasses the entire home. It is called worship – and it is
alive! It is the living sacrifice of praise, the giving to God all, and the laying low in humbleness before
Him – with a heart of love. Worship is the principle activity in this home in all that is said and done –
for He is worthy of all our worship and praise now and forever John 4:24, Psalm 29:2. I am caught up in
the dedication, the seriousness and the reverence that this homeowner has – and how the Holy Spirit
fills up all the space made in worship – to bring glory to the Father! Words cannot explain this glorious
wonder! 1 Cor 1:31.
I am nearing the end of my tour but do not want to leave for I feel at home here! My shoulder is gently
tapped, and sadly I turn to make ready my departure. I look up into the gracious Hosts eyes and in that
moment He reveals to me that we just walked through my home the Temple where God dwells in me!
I am sharing what is true for all who are the Saints of God, for we are His Temple. "Or do you not know
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which
are God’s." 1 Cor 6:19-20.
When we walk according to the lusts of our flesh we will reap what it is we sow. Our Temples are
turned into torture chambers and a house of lies full of sin; Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart; Gal 6:7-9.
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Anxiety – Our Modern Day Plague
Your life is built upon a foundation, the foundation is what your belief system is. Each day you live, you
add to your construction which is – your being. How your wellbeing is, depends solely upon what your
foundation is and how you have built upon it. Today we live in a world where phobia’s and mental
disorders are the plagues of today. They have been ushered in as society morally decays like a compost
bucket, opening up to the satanic all kinds of rodent, insect and pests to swarm.
In this post, I know I will ruffle a few feathers, this is not my intent but instead to have those who are in
the thick of these – to perhaps consider what I write. I am not learned in any psychology or have any
credentials to speak of in this area at all. I am speaking out of what I do now up to this point in my life
and that is the Lord. It pains me deeply as I see how many who are bible believing, Christ
following people caught in the snare of anxiety and depression, not to mention other forms of mental
illness. Some would argue with me to their death that it is a chemical imbalance and should be treated
like one who has a physical illness. But is this correct? I have learned one thing that is pretty significant
and that is – the chemical balance theory, has been refuted BY the psychology community! It is not
true, no such thing.
I would like to bring into this very large plague – Christ. Who is He in all this? It was said prophetically
that He would be one who
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;”
taken from Isaiah 61
Jesus affirms this when He spoke publicly for the first time, see Luke 4:16-21.
What do these words really mean to you, to me in light of this subject?
What about when Isaiah foretold about Him regarding His names;
“For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
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There are also many scriptures that are given to us that reveal principles and truth of obtaining peace
such as
Isaiah 26:3;
You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.
Principle: mind stayed on God (not on the source of problem)
Truth: We are given perfect peace
Philippians 4:6-7
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.
Principle: Do not give to being anxious, but instead let your action be to go to God in prayer and give to
him your concerns AND be thankful for Him in all things.
Truth: We are not only given peace but such that is confounds the understanding of the world. This kind
of peace also guards us against the things that are out there to assail us.
Psalm 119:165
Great peace have those who love Your law,
And nothing causes them to stumble.
Principle: To love Gods laws – this means that you must know them, to know them you must be diligent
in finding out this – through the reading of the bible. To love the law of God means to practice it in your
life.
Truth: Those who love God’s way, will obey Him and will experience great peace and will not stumble
John 14:26-27
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Principle: You must be born again, to receive the Holy Spirit which gives you His Power (see To be or not
to be- Born again, How does one enter in)
Truth: We are promised the Holy Spirit –to come into us who will give to us His Peace, so that we need
not be troubled or afraid.
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Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Truth: When we go through hard things – they are meant to produce in us fruit that is congruent to
healthy growth to our character. Our trials and tribulations are not to be the focus (nor produce anxiety
disorders) – but our focus is to be upon Christ. (See also posts: What is the Point? Submission is a good
thing! , Beauty for Ashes)
Ephesians 2:1-10
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons
of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.
Principle: Remember that you are no longer living according to your flesh – which includes your mind
and habits – tendencies, it takes diligence and your will – through faith in Jesus Christ and what He has
done, and provides you.
Truth: Before Christ, we are subject to the powers that sin has over us, which includes the state of our
mind. Upon Christ – we are no longer subject to the law of sin and death (mental disorder) but to Christ
and His law – which is LIFE, and to live it seated with Him – so we may learn of His richness – and partake
in this. We are now His workmanship.
Those who are plagued with anxiety, depression, bipolar, and other mental illness may not realize or
understand that they are still living in the ‘old man’ who has been dead and buried – through Christ.
Romans 6:6 and that they are subjecting themselves to their flesh – to rule over them – and by taking all
the prescription drugs -they are battling in their own strength to what Christ has already battled and
conquered in them. They are not living in the gift that Christ has given, which is to be a new creation –
which does not contain any mental illness! Am I saying throw out your drugs! No! I am trying to
establish who Christ is, in light of this very serious and vast problem – so that it may be handled
correctly – according to our faith. But I will say, I believe that 99.9% of those can be free of being
dependent upon drugs – as they gain the spiritual understanding in this matter. Although, when one
becomes a believer and true convert of Christ – they are not often delivered immediately – but yes,
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instant deliverance does occur! But it also is a process of walking out who they are which involves the
crucifying the old man – and taking up Christ. I find this (sadly) amazing when I speak out about this in
Christian circles – as if I am speaking in another language and have a third eye in my forehead! It tells
me that many do not understand the freedom that Christ has provided them, nor of what His work on
the cross really accomplished.
My encouragement to all who suffer with any mental disturbance or disorder, that there is an answer
and His name is Jesus. Instead of first consulting the clinical counselors, psychologists, books, articles,
new trends and techniques and taking their prescribed medications and participating in their therapies, I
would ask that you call on Jesus in your matter, seek His answers with all your heart. Trust Him to
supply your need and cares – you will not be disappointed. When I say this, it means a time for
humbling yourself before your God. Go before Him to reveal to you what you need to see and know
about yourself and Him. A heart must be humble before it can receive – because usually when God
speaks it will require you to repent of something, whether it be of how your think, what you like, do not
like, your attitude – you name it. So, I would also add that you be serious, and mean to conduct
business with your God – to bring to you the freedom you cry out for. I pray God’s blessing upon each
one who sets out to do this – and will be praying for you, Amen!
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The Perfect Prayer
“Ask anything, and you will be given!” This is a common theme that is preached and taught on in which
we are very much familiar. Yet, it is one where I believe many have asked amiss – where James eludes
to – because of lack of understanding James 4:3. That is not to say that God does not answer when we
ask Him for things but more that to go deeper in our asking, will yield to us greater. And to go deeper
means to look beyond from our immediate comfort or need to something else. Some requests we may
have may even be really good asks! Take a look at the story of Martha when she approached Jesus
stating her need to Him. Her need was validated by His answer to her even by saying she was troubled
by many things only to explain to her she did not choose the ‘better’ as Mary had. Luke 10:38-42. No
doubt there are real needs from small to extreme, but could they be counted as what Jesus calls
‘distractions?’ Some even may even be quite noble, selfless and deeply spiritual. I believe that what is
needed to survive this life and achieve what would be called abundant life (John 10:10) is to ask one
thing; that we may know Him, Jesus the Christ, Son of the Living God. For if we began to truly learn Him,
not learn of Him – there is a difference, I believe the other needs would be either forgotten about or
they would be taken care of, and then some! I believe we would be a satisfied people, full of His love,
strong and joyful that would be far beyond a head knowledge or surface acts. We would contain the
supernatural spring that we would feed from and share with others. John 4:13-14. We would stand out,
and face trials much differently.
As we are seeking Christ in this way then we are in the posture to know what it is to ask specifically –
through the Holy Spirit’s guidance in times that would require this.
Won’t you join me in this prayer request today?
That I may know Jesus the Christ, Son of the Living God more – amen!
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8 Attributes and Habits
We as Believers and Followers of Christ should be exhibiting proof of our faith by our actions, mindset
and behavior. We all are on different levels of the same growth but there must be some evidence of
growth in our lives and if there is not any this indicates we are not walking in His Will. Here is a number
of examples of evidence of our growth in Christ:
1. Hunger and thirst for more of God, to grow in Him Ephes 4:15-16 2 Pet 3:18
2. Love to talk, share and fellowship with others about Christ where ever and whenever you can 1 Thess
5:11 Heb 10:23-25
3. Desire to read the bible to learn all about God, who He is, what He has done & put into practice what it
instructs 1 Peter 2:2-3 Psalm 1:2 2 Tim 2:16
4. Becoming progressively sensitive to sin and adjusting your life in forsaking it
1 John 2:1-6 Rom 12:9
5. Prayer is daily and continually practiced Col 4:2 1Thess 5:17 Ephes 6:18
6. Wherever you go, whatever you speak, whatever you think and whatever you participate in, you are
conscience that God sees and you have a healthy fear of Him Luke 7:16 2 Cor 7:1 Ephes 5:21 Heb 12:28
7. You desire to purify yourself, in the holiness of God and progressively desire to be separate from the
world 1 John 3:3 2 Cor 6:16-18 1 Peter 1:15
8. Praise and thanksgiving is not something that you must ‘work up’ it flows easily from you and you desire
to express this to God often Heb 13:15 1 Thess 5:16

It is the Spirit who will give us the desire to pursue God in these ways. Seek after God always for His
Spirit to convict, lead and guide you and to teach you all truth. Love God with all your heart, mind and
soul - and He will give to you His Spirit to help you walk rightly and with His passion. Mark 12:30.
See also: To Be or Not To Be - Born Again How Does One Enter In?
2 Cor 15:5; Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.
Gal 6:4; But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not
in another.
Be encouraged.... "but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin." Heb 3:13.
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Born Again, is what Christians Are
John 3:3; Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”
The cross is central to the Christian faith – the very reason for our faith, yet it is the most misunderstood
and dangerously so. What is the term 'the cross' mean? It is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ - to atone for the sins of man 1 Cor 15:3-4.
The Cross provides for us entry into the Kingdom of God upon our believing and faith in Christ's
work. See John 3:16, Heb 10:38. It is the place where we receive the Holy Spirit and become His
Temple 1 Cor 6:19-20 also known as being born again. The Spirit makes us into new creations 2 Cor 5:17
and regenerates us Titus 3:5-7. He becomes our teacher John 14:25-26, our guide to all truth and will
always glorify Jesus John 16:12-15, gives us power to overcome sin Gal 5:16-25, helps us to pray Jude
1:20, and intercedes for us Rom 8:26. The Spirit, in His mighty power, fills believers with “all joy and
peace” as they trust the Lord, causing believers to “overflow with hope” Romans 15:13, and He seals us
as belonging to God Eph 1:13-14.
Upon entry into the Kingdom of God, we realize we immediately are enlisted in a war to battle with our
flesh and its desire to sin. Jesus explains how His soldiers are to maneuver in order for them to follow
Him through this battle when He spoke these words in Matt 16:24; Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If
anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”
Our life in Christ, as born again believers is by FAITH that we receive Him. This faith is not dead but
active, James 2:20. In the activation of our faith, we move out to accomplish what He calls us to
accomplish – which is to become more like Him. See 1 Cor 15:49 2 Cor 3:18. Active faith will produce
fruit conducive to the Spirit of God, see Gal 5:22-23, Matt 7:16, Phil 1:11. This is the faith that Jesus
talked about when He said, ‘will I find faith when I come?’ Luke 18:8. The kind that does not love their
own lives to death Rev 12:11 and what the Holy Spirit can only produce in a soul's life.
If there is no desire to grow in this way I believe it be wise to do some soul searching in this matter to
make sure you are born of the Spirit of the Living God. I exhort each of us to “Examine yourselves as to
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you are disqualified.” 2Cor 13:5. It's a matter of life and death.
See also: The Mission- Not Impossible
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What is Idolatry?
Idolatry in a believer will always be what sits on the throne of their life. In God’s eyes, it is spiritual
prostitution and He considers anyone who takes part a harlot Jer 2:20. It is essentially one who willingly
sells himself to an idol in order to gain something where you receive your ‘fill’ from the thing, doing or
person that he gives himself. This relationship will always be first and what you devote most of your
time, thoughts, finances and energy to.
What are some examples of idolatry?
Love of pleasure & inordinate affection –entertainment (tv, internet, books, movies, music), travel, pets,
hobbies, pastimes, living to eat & drink (socialite),
Addiction; smoking, drinking, drugs, prescriptive – psychological, pornography - etc.
Placing humans above God; spouse, children, people in general – fear of man, or for the attention and/
or approval of man
Religion; signs & wonders, seeking to ‘feel’ the Spirit, prayers to be answered, doctrines of men
Philosophy of this world; education, psychology, culture today
Greed (covetousness); always on the look for more and better
Possessions; clothes, homes, businesses, machines, automobiles, pleasure boats
Status, Sports, Sex, Self, money (poverty, wealth), health
This list is not exhaustive, but you get the idea.
When a person is living in idolatry they cannot minister to the Lord or for the Lord. And what happens is
they move from a living relationship with God through His Holy Spirit to a religious one. This is where
the deception lies. For those who are caught in this, will for the most part think they be in right standing
with the Lord – because they continue ‘doing’ the right things that Christendom teaches. They then
begin slipping down the slippery slope where they become prideful and hardened against the conviction
of the Holy Spirit.
My question and maybe yours too – at what moment has one gone too far?
Heb 6:4-6; For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift,
and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of
the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.
Another question, dare we push it in the name of grace?
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Heb 10:26; For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which
will devour the adversaries.
I pray that we think soberly if we indulge in the things above as we are playing with fire to which we
serve not the living God but ourselves. For those of us that are not, may we see where our
vulnerabilities lie.
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In Sorrow, Fear & Troubles
How many times God calls to us and we look past Him to find our own way out of our sorrows, our
troubles, and fears*. Yet it is often through these means that He calls and invites us to join Him and
may even press into our heart so we will feel pain and look to Him. Instead, He is often what we avoid
and overlook and do not want. Or we will search for Him on our own terms, looking for answers that will
make our life better – however He asks us to throw it all off and seek (only) Him, and not for the need for truly, He is our only real need - and ultimately the need is taken care of in Him. For we were created
for Him (not He for us!) His presence will enter our circumstance only at the moment we release all the
very things we face that we are so desperate to keep and save. Our life as a follower of Christ is to be
like one who is on a sinking ship and throws all he can overboard to save his life. For in the same, we
must be about giving God room in our lives; we must decrease so He can increase in us. The freedom
we so desperately long for can be obtained by the principle of giving it up. The giving up is not mere
words that we say but it is a literal doing. We can only gain freedom when we give up the very thing we
suffer, fear or dread. Forgiveness is included in the package - not up for discussion or optional- and
probably the most powerful deed to be done and to be continually practiced. See Matt 18:21-31. It is
important to take notice of what it is we cling to, because in all likelihood it is the very thing we must
cast off. Do we fear death? Accept death. Do we fear poverty? Accept poverty. Do we fear
loneliness? Accept loneliness. Do we fear disease? Accept disease. Do we seek to be justified? Accept
being misunderstood. Accepting in the sense that you will not let these things become a power, but
that you will lay them aside, and look to God for what He says regarding them, keeping Him as the
center and NOT the issue, concern or problem. We are in the position of yielding to God, not the crisis and will hear Him say 'turn to the left, turn here at the right, stop! Go, apologize or stand firm. And
with each direction He gives, we walk toward our freedom Isaiah 30:21. God sees the whole picture, He
sees where we need to go, what we need to do and how we are to do it - and His instructions are what
we should always strive to get and follow. For the things that have us anxious can be idols. Idols are
those that you put before God and they will often manifest in what you fear, in what makes you anxious,
sad or angry. We must silence the voices of all other influences and the way to do this is to no longer
play with them but instead ignore them, cast them aside and turn to God. Be cognitive of what it is that
brings you comfort, rest and happiness - for they too can be
idols.
*Just to be understood, I am not talking about a
healthy fear, like one has to run from danger, or sorrow that is a natural response to life's grievance
such as death of a spouse, child or loved one.
To join God in our crisis is to walk in an awareness to what is our motivation in what we do, think and
desire for. Do they come from the desire to sooth our flesh? Fear, hurt, lust, anger – stem from a flesh
need, the need to be accepted, need to be right, the need for soothing and comfort - which Christ calls
us to deny Luke 9:23. We must ignore what they demand, and commit to hear and obey what Christ
says through the word. And in our suffering, sorrow, challenges, joys and blessings we seek God and
continually offer praise and thanksgiving. See post: Praise Revelation. With the understanding that He
is greater then all that we face and deserves our attention in and through such circumstances, so that
we give to Him all glory and honor - and NOT the problems. As we live in this way, we make room for
the Almighty God to take His place in our life – and this is where we will truly live, find peace and
joy.
For further reading see posts: Anxiety - Our Modern Day
Plague, The Perfect Prayer & What is Idolatry?
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Phil 4:4-9; Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just,
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things which you learned
and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

Psalm 42:5; Why are you cast down, O my soul?
And why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him
For the help of His countenance
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The Promise of Wisdom
The complexities of today are bearing down upon those who uphold the Christian message, Jesus
Christ. Yet it is not as though we are left on our own for we have all the resources of heaven to endure
these last days! One of them being wisdom. Wisdom is of God and is one of the powerful attributes of
His Spirit (Isaiah 11:2) and He offers it to us, in fact He calls us to ask for it! When you ask for wisdom,
and begin walking in it, knowledge and understanding are not far behind, for they are a trio and work
excellently together. Wisdom is like a rare jewel – and only few possess it, because there is a
counterfeit that has stolen many away and that is the wisdom of this world. The problem with the
wisdom of this world is that it operates – anti Christ James 3:14-16. We are often met with great
opposition if we hold to a Biblical world view like never before within Christendom because of this. The
two wisdom will always clash thus why you have such confusion among this community. The book of
Proverbs is an excellent account of wisdom and the resource that it truly is. If there were ever an hour
that wisdom is needed it would be now.
My child, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to
wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice
for understanding, If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; from His
mouth come knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to
those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way of His saints. Then you
will understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good path.
When wisdom enters your heart, and knowledge is pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you;
understanding will keep you, to deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse
things, from those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; who rejoice in
doing evil, and delight in the perversity of the wicked; whose ways are crooked, and who are devious in
their paths; to deliver you from the immoral woman. Proverb2:1-16a
I have compiled a list of what we gain from getting wisdom – that is detailed in the book of Proverbs:
















Happiness
Length of days and long life
Riches and honor
Pleasantness
Peace
Tree of life
Life to your soul
Grace to your neck
Safety in your way; your foot will not stumble
You will not fear
Your sleep will be sweet
The Lord will be your confidence in times of sudden terror or trouble from the wicked
Promotion
Deliverance from evil
Health to your flesh and strength to your bones
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Wisdom speaks excellent & right things
Wisdom speaks truth & uprightness – and will be plain to those whose ear is for hearing it
Counsel, sound wisdom
Understanding, strength
Wisdom loves those who love her
Justice
The inheritance of wealth and the filling of their treasuries
Blessing – to those who keep the ways of wisdom
Obtains the favor of the Lord

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will
be given to him. James 1:5
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. James 3:17
I don’t know about you, but I think we all need wisdom and should never stop seeking it out to be our
resource. God is so good to give us such great riches and prosperity in that of wisdom. May we seek it
like the world seeks after the riches of this world – may we desire it like one desires financial gain!
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Kingdom Principles: Mental Health
As believers in Christ we can easily be distracted from the Spiritual truths that we have been given,
through scripture and the teachings in the Bible. It is true that we have an adversary who goes about
seeking whom he may devour (1Peter 5:8) – and a good deal of how he does devour is through
deception. We take what we hear, and say, ‘oh yes! This makes sense to me’ and without even a blink
of an eye, we follow after the lie we have been fed. Because we are living in the last days, we are living
in lies upon lies – so that the confusion level is at an extreme. Jesus spoke simplistically in when He
described the road that we are to walk in. It is narrow and difficult.
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there
are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and
there are few who find it. Matthew 7:13-14.
But since He spoke these words, the narrow and difficult has branched out into thousands of
variations. What once was described as a fork in the road, the narrow and difficult path and the road
that leads to destruction – it now is described like a human artery, branching into a vast vain and
capillary system! Like our world, we have many selections of one kind of product, we have a vast
assortment of choices that we can make – and this too has attributed to our Christian experience
sighting words like ‘What is good for you, may not be good for me’ or ‘my truth does not have to be
your truth.’
There are two ways that humans live here on earth; Reject Christ’s offer of the forgiveness of sins which
will yield God’s wrath and judgement (Jude 1:7) or to accept and receive Christ’s Life and His gift of the
forgiveness of sin through His blood and receive eternal life – with Him (1 John 2:25, Acts 4:29). We live
this, in each of the moments we live. Our deeds reflect which it is we live. This is why we see those who
say they are believers of Christ – living no different than the world that is condemned to die – they are
living according to what they (truly) believe and it is revealed in their deeds.
As we live on earth, there is a cause and effect to every word, thought and deed we do. It is also the
ground that Satan’s Kingdom can do business where he is cunning, clever and continually watches for
his inroad into a soul’s life – to corrupt, confuse and deceive – believer and non-believer alike. We are
warned throughout scripture not to be deceived – and for good reason.
Mental Illness is something where Christendom has too quickly and easily adopted the worlds definition,
explanation and remedy to where it plagues equally so those within its walls. In truth, mental illness is
the product of sin. Whether it be the result of our own undealt with sin, or because of an act of sinful
violation against us – and mental illness is the ‘holding tank’ so to speak of that particular sin or sins.
As you read the book of Psalms you hear the many distresses that King David was under – and in all, he
sought the Lord and we are blessed with his writings for they encompass the Spirit of God teaching, and
encouraging all who would read.
Today, we live in a ‘me’ world view. We zero in on me, my and mine – in our Christian life and this is
how many land in the Kingdom of Satan and why the mental illness level is high among those in
Christendom. Satan will always have people focus on Self. He will always make it about them. Where
50

the Kingdom of God is about Christ and why He calls us to give to Him our worship – we take our eyes
off of ourselves and put them on Him in the posture of a worshipful life. This is our safeguard, and the
ground that Satan cannot contend. In Timothy Paul describes our world today and take note that what
he lists all stem form a SELF world view (not a Christ world view) and the absence of worshiping God:
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers
of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away! 2 Timothy 3:1-5
I believe Paul was talking about people among the believing members of Christ. In Titus the exhortation
is similar:
To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even
their mind and conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him being
abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work. Titus 1:15-16

Fear is a spirit. What is the basis of mental illness? Fear.
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 1 Timothy 1:7
Fear can only operate in the absence of love – and it torments. Is this not the description of mental
illness?
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears
has not been made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18
A good visual of fear, is when Peter asked Jesus to walk to Him on the water. He became distressed and
fearful, when He took His eyes off of Christ and looked upon his circumstances (that would affect him) –
and fear took hold of him. Matt 14:22-33
Could the reason for the rise of mental illness among us be the preoccupation of Self? I believe this to
be true. I believe that Jesus did not lie when He said these words:
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord – Isaiah 61:1-2
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Mental Illness is a thing – to put off (Romans 8:5-6, Ephes 4:21-25, ) To not accept. To reject as it is not
compatible with Christ who is the evidence of what I say is true for He is the Way, the Truth and the Life
– where we put Him on, accept and receive Him in its place.
Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a
yoke of bondage. Galatians 5:1
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The Battle in our Minds
The power of the devil over us – depends. First of all, the ‘sway of the wicked one lays over the whole
world’ 1 John 5:19, which is to say, that those who are not of the Kingdom of God, through Christ – you
are under the sway of the wicked one and he has power over you. You are fair game according the
rulers and principalities of this world for you are under their jurisdiction in the law of God. Though God,
extends grace to us, even while we walk in darkness, shielding us from untold schemes of the enemy we
are still captive to Satan through our sin. When we surrender our life to Jesus Christ, and commit to
walk with Him in His Spirit by faith – the power no longer remains over us and in us. The power of the
Satanic Kingdom does continue however to have dominion in us after we have received the Holy Spirit –
if we continue in unbelief, and in sin. There are laws that God has put in place, physical laws, moral laws
and spiritual laws and when we violate them, there is consequence that will ensue. You put your hand
in a burning flame, the law of this is that you will be burned. You walk out in sub-zero weather
unclothed – you will freeze. You continue to walk in sin as a believer – the judgement of that sin is upon
you and access is given to the devil and his kingdom to enter into your life. This is why there is a
struggle in our personal lives and do not thrive as what is meant as new creations in Christ. There is the
difference between a believer in Christ walking in the sanctification process, for this is a life of
submission to Christ where what I am speaking about is not. Instead we see a great majority sickly who
have one foot in the kingdom of Satan and one foot in the kingdom of God and there has not been a
true (full) commitment to Christ. Unfortunately, it is the kingdom of Satan that will overpower – for
God does not take pleasure in this and does not bless us as we continue to live as an unbeliever
does. This is clearly spoken in scripture when Paul says, what you sow into the flesh, you will reap
corruption Gal 6:8. We are encouraged many times in scripture to have ‘one mind’, the ‘same mind’ or
the ‘mind of Christ’ and it is not a suggestion – it is the only way we will be able to receive the fullness of
Christ and what He provides for us. He says that ‘My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid’ John 14:27. His peace is of the Spirit and is
rooted in eternity and His peace will guard our hearts and minds as we read in Phil 4:6,7; Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. There are many whose minds are falling apart – among the Christian
community. Who are looking to the pharmaceutical to ‘deliver’ them from what afflicts them. We must
firmly grasp in what Christ accomplished in what He came to do, what the word in scripture says – IS
TRUE. Instead the mental distress is looked upon as beyond what Christ came to do and has done, but
is addressed as an illness that one randomly gets through no fault of their own, in that there is no
responsibility or accountability nor is it looked upon as a condition of the heart. We seem to miss or
skim over the verses in the bible that say ‘if…….then’ referring that there are conditions we must meet –
to receive the peace that Christ speaks of. But because one foot stands in Satan’s kingdom (the world)
and the other in the Kingdom of God, there seems to be options available that were never meant for the
believer in Christ and now are somehow Christianized. The ministry of reconciliation to Christ- that is to
be our ministry – and is unheard of in most 2 Cor 5:17-19. All things are under His Life and are in Him
Col 1:9-18. We cannot take His cup, and take the cup of Satan – and expect God to hear our prayers 1
Cor 10: 20-22! It seems where ever I go, or read or hear there is a common theme that is upon us;
depression, anxiety and disorders of various kinds as they are now rooted among us. I believe that it
would behoove us as those who walk in the peace of Christ, to share the truth of Jesus Christ in this
concern. But to be careful not to sell Him. I think this is one of the major problems, that He has been
marketed, bought and lived – as a fix to our problems. And when He doesn’t fix them, we dive into
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mental descent and reach for other means to supplement ‘our walk.’ The degree of this that plague us
in our Christian community has no resemblance to that of the early church to where anyone made it a
subject to speak or teach about. What I do read is the importance to understand that we wrestle not in
the physical but our battle is spiritual – which begins in the mind Ephes 6:11-13, 2 Cor 10:3-6. Our
battlefield literally is in our minds. We are told that in order to be transformed – we must renew our
mind, how? By the reading and studying and applying what the scriptures tell us Rom 12:2. We are
encouraged to cast down thoughts – that are not in line with Christ and what and who He is, and believe
on, and take hold of, and live what the truth of who Christ is 2 Cor 10:5. This is to be our life’s work! We
are warned not be double minded, for this is the cause of instability James 1:8. We are told that we
have all the promises that are yes and Amen – In Christ 2 Cor 1:20. That He is the Way, the Truth and
the Life John 14:6!
Not unlike today, when we are bombarded with so much choice and our options to our food, housing,
dress, career, entertainment etc. seem to be endless – this way of thought has unfortunately
transferred into the church and why there is so much contradiction in the (bad) fruit was see in the lives
in our midst. For the fruit of the Spirit is the witness to His presence and working which is:
‘ But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control. Against such there is no law’ Gal 5:22
Do you see the need for any pharmaceuticals or therapies if we were to be producers of these
fruits? Not only that but did you catch when it goes on to say that ‘against such there is no law?’ What
does that mean? It means that the Satanic Kingdom cannot touch or infect to corrupt anyone who
produces the fruit of the Spirit!
For some who are regular readers of this blog you are probably noticing that I am repeating what I have
written already – sorry for my redundancy, but I honestly think that this subject is not spoken or studied
or taught enough and thus why we have such captivity among us. There is hope and we need not settle
for the remedy that this world offers us! Yes and Amen!
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Christ sets us free -not just a cliché!
We who are believers in Christ, believers in His death and believers in His resurrection and we who
proclaim that Jesus is our Lord are to be ones who live what we believe. Our belief is not simply a
profession, but in our profession we live and keep ourselves according to God in His word and is to be
something that is never stagnant, but to be the process and working out in everyday and every
way. Because we carry around the body of our flesh, we will always be in contention with the lust of
the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life and drawing to the desires of worldly rudiments 1 John
2:16. This is why we must die daily – to these so we may be free in following Christ and unhindered –
for make no mistake, these things hinder us in the things of Christ Mark 8:34, Titus 2:11-12. As we lay
aside our body of flesh, to deny it – we grow in the Spirit and are strengthened in our obedience. This is
the sanctification process; where God’s grace is abounding and where our life is in His Spirit and where
we are strengthened so we may not desire as we once have the things of the world and lusts.
For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.
Amen. Ephesians 3:14-21
We each have our own crosses to bear to which God will personally engage in as we yield to Him so we
nail the things in our life that we would reckon dead – where we will no longer partake in. Some things
are obvious, that we all know we must no longer partake in, or allow to remain in our lives. Some not
so. We all have compartments in our soul in which only He can free us and it is His desire for us to open
up to Him these in honesty and humility. Most of these compartments are unknown by us, and have
been hidden or forgotten for years and will remain so if we do not ask God to shine His light over our
lives to reveal its poisonous hook and nook. For make no mistake, any hidden areas in our lives, will and
does have adverse effects that will manifest in our lives. As the Christian Body of Christ, it is to our joy
and privilege that we have the power of the living God to enter in, to bring to us His Life into this
deadness. His desire is that we cast out of our souls these compartments and pockets to become whole
– in Him this is our work when it is said to ‘work our your salvation’ for we have been give life giving
power to deal with the effects of sin in us Phil 2:12-13. For Christ has laid down His life and His blood
frees us out of the darkness into His glorious light, so we no longer need to be slaves of sin – either what
has been done to us, or what we do. We walk in fellowship with our God who will direct us into Himself
to be cleansed and made whole.
‘if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin’ 1 John 1:7
I am fully convinced that those who struggle in certain areas of their lives – let’s say for example
smoking that the hook, or stronghold is not the aspect of smoking at all – while there is an addictive
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component – the strength of its power is how it came in; out of rebellion perhaps, fear and desire for
the sense of peace and calm or the need for control are some examples. And it is in this place that one
need go to God about. Paul indicates this in that we may give the devil a foothold if we harbor anger
when he says this,
“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.”
Ephesians 4:26
If there is an area in our life where we are regularly troubled or enslaved, I believe it may be one of
those compartments of our souls that we have not given the light of Christ to access, and it is the
outward evidence of an inward work not yet done. We have the ultimate advocate, counselor and
teacher who will lead and guide us into all truth and whose sole purpose is to reveal Christ (and His
freedom) into our lives…..may we look to Him to remove the darkened rooms we have in our hearts and
aim for His consummation of our entirety – so we will be like Him more and more every day! Amen!

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know
that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 1 John 3:2
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 1 John 2:1
Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty 2 Cor 3:17
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. John 16: 13
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When Lies Become Truth
Lies, become lies upon lies and twist into a form of ‘truth’ in the soul which they are planted. For the
one who walks in this forest of lies will continually be vulnerable to sowing more and still more! For this
is the deception that has been birthed and developed by the most brilliant of beings, for he has thought
of every nook and cranny and has left no detail unattended to and Jesus coined him as being the ‘Father
of lies’ in John when He said these words:
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from
God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. Why do you not understand My speech? Because you
are not able to listen to My word. You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of
it. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the
truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear,
because you are not of God. John 8:42-47
Lies strung one with another is what holds the world and its systems together as we are told in 1 John:
We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 1 John 5:19
Jesus warned of the lies that the Pharisees, which was the religious system of that day, when he warned,
Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees.” Matt 16:6
As we have read in John 8, Jesus referred to those who had not received Him– to take and believe His
words of who He was and came to do – were subjects to Satan and His Kingdom even calling him their
father. They were under his rule. Unlike Jesus, who is the truth and sets all free who follow after Him,
lies bind and imprison and darken a soul as it blinds the eyes. Our eyes are what bring into our being
good, or evil. And we are encouraged to understand this principle, hear what Jesus says in John
“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light.” Matt 6:22
If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. Matt 5:29
When we give in to any lie, to walk in it we become like a beacon to the evil one in that we attract more
of his lies to come our way. We are vulnerable to a slippery slope of Satan’s buffet of evils he will
bestow upon us through this sin we commit. We somehow think that it was only a ‘little lie’ and that it
does not matter in the big scheme of things and we trust that our devotion to the Lord is strong enough
to hold us. But is this biblical? I am not convinced for a lie, is a lie – and in God’s eyes He hates! Prov
12:22. Lies are anti Christ, for it is the polar opposite of who Christ is who is Truth, and as we know that
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Satan is referred to as the Father of lies. A great deal of lies we deal with are the ones that we lie to
ourselves and when we do this, we walk deceived and then will become propagators of lies to
others. This is why it is so very important that we stay close to our Shepherd and in fellowship with one
another! For we are weak, and easily deceived! The enemy of our soul is a roaring lion, who goes about
seeking who he may devour! 1 Peter 5:8. When we participate in lies, we put ourselves at risk for the
enemy schemes and devices. 2 Cor 2:11
We often do not realize that we are bombarded by his lies in the spiritual realm - constantly. Most of us
think that they (the lies) are our own thoughts, but in truth they are from Satan's Kingdom. We take,
and receive as if it were the truth – without any real consideration to where our enemy has great
success. Where instead, we need walk every moment of our lives, circumspectly – because of this very
real fact! I will share a personal testimony with you in this to give you an example of one of the areas
this is true. I was in a place in my life where I was in retreat with the Lord. It was a period of months
that was set aside to where I was able to have a concentration communion with my Father, where I had
the time and freedom to praise, pray and worship Him. In this time, I was overcome by an incredible
pain in my stomach, it was debilitating and great cause for alarm in me. I could not eat, could not sit
right and could not sleep. It came and went but with a vengeance. I brought this before the Lord, and
persisted in my inquisition and it was in these words that I receive great revelation when I heard this in
my spirit: ‘You have this, because you have received it’ I took what He said, and immediately said this; ‘I
do not receive this stomach issue, I reject it. I receive the Spirit of the Living God!’ and in that, the pain I
had endured immediately left. I was struck in amazement at the implication of this and where it can
also be understood in our everyday life and issues. The pain did attempt to come and with the attempt I
repeated that I would not receive it but I rejected it – as quickly as it came, just as quickly it left –
verifying what I learned. How many things that we just blindly accept into our lives that should never
have been permitted!
I believe that our safe guard in countering lies, is to learn and understand and practice the words Jesus
spoke to us as being the most important commandment:
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind” Matt 22:37
This is for our benefit to do so. For this means we live before Him, transparent lives, where we ask Him
to show us our sin, our vulnerability through His conviction and insight. Only He knows what lies within
our hearts and He reveals to us what has been hidden away, so that it be removed. We should trust no
one, let alone ourselves for we are all at risk for being deceived. As true as you see people who have
taken an ailment, or impediment to where they have learned to live with it, so we too can and do live
with things that we have learned to accept and this is why there is importance that we do not trust our
own estimations of our own heart.
To walk with a humble heart before God, to have the mind that is being filled with the word of God
(scripture), the diligence to practice what we learn, and to be quick to repent, apologize and forgive are
all key to not making our abode a place where the father of lies feels comfortable.
It is in my opinion that there are many who are struggling so terribly to walk their faith out in Christ. For
in them has been a collection of lies that has been stored within and there will be no breakthrough until
there has been the acknowledgement of this. They have with all sincerity, professed and accepted
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Christ – there is no argument there, but they have not *repented of the lies that have become truth in
their lives. The Holy Spirit is our Counselor, and it is He that will direct all who seek deliverance from the
web they have been caught in to attain the wholeness Christ promises all who come to Him. We are so
very complex, each life has incurred many things that bring damage to us and it is only through Christ
that we can ever be truly set free.
When we love God with all our hearts – we are able to freely love our neighbor as we love our selves. I
believe that we are incapable to do so until we are delivered from the darkness in our hearts that have
us bound. This kind of love, is where we willingly lay down ourselves for one another, where we think of
the interest of others in all we do.
In dealing with liars that are close to us we must rely on the Holy Spirit to lead us in wisdom. This is one
of the hardest things for me personally to handle- is a liar. I find that they are like burrs that are very
prickly to touch and will cause you pain if you touch them or they can cling to you if you allow the lie
into your life. I believe that we must be careful to deal with a liar so as to not become infected through
our feelings and reactions, but rather remain truthful by speaking and living it. Should we preach to the
liar? Should we rebuke the liar? Again, we need to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in matters such as
this. Proverbs 9 reminds us
“He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself,
And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.
Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you;
Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.”
It is our challenge and where we will gain refinement as we handle ones such as these, where we make
it our aim to remain in submission to God and not to take up offenses or bitterness against them in not
internalizing it to take it personally on. We must instead pray for the Lord to reveal the truth to them so
they may feel the conviction of sin that will lead them to the repentance that will free them.
I believe that we must understand that there are lies all around us. Some very obvious, and most
not. Let us go about our day in this understanding to be sober and vigilant in maintaining our vessels for
the Lord, free from lies. Amen
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Miss-Dedication
Let us take time out to consider our dedication. We dedicate ourselves in our parenting, for most of us,
we will go to the ends of the earth, and sacrifice for our kids hands down. We dedicate ourselves to our
spouses and other relationships, we will revolve our entire life around the ones we love and will do
things that we don’t necessarily like to do, just because they have a need or enjoy it. We dedicate
ourselves to our careers, education and jobs. We dedicate ourselves to our health, pets, and
grandchildren. We dedicate ourselves to our projects, clubs, fellowships, hobbies, entertainment and
pleasures.
In all our dedications, we will usually give without any problem because we have inwardly committed to
these. We will spend money easily, make time when there just does not seem to be any and will even
go out of our comfort zones to achieve our aims.
So, let us now consider this in comparison to our dedication to God. Let us be honest with ourselves as
we seriously have a good look. Where does Jesus rate in the level and quality of dedication? I believe
that we all could be humbled in some way shape or form if we answered this question truthfully. Let us
not stop there, but go on to make things right in the sight of our God. Amen!
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you. Matt 6:33
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ Matt 22:37
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The Prophetic
The prophet in the scriptures; the message they spoke, was not their ministry, but instead their ministry
was their obedience and intimacy with their God. They were usually a group quite familiar with
suffering because of their relationship with God and their message was brought forth out of
this. Prophets of God were confrontational not that this was what they sought to be, but instead it was
because of the message they spoke and who they spoke it to. For what they spoke both repulsed and
angered its hearers or it stirred and moved others into action to seek after God – because the message
was not their own but of the Spirit of the Living God. I believe that the ministry of prophesy is biblically
valid and necessary for us today. While we do have the Holy Scriptures, we do have need for the
‘highlighting’ if you will – what is in the word, for others to hear that perhaps would need refreshing or
awakening to its truth. Having said this, I am inviting you to visit my other blog; A Word From the Lord,
which is a collection of words I have shared. Do I claim to be a prophet? I would rather say it this way;
that I write what my heart hears, which I believe it to be the voice of God. Am I always correct? I can
say through a period in my life – no! God revealed to me that if I do not guard my heart and walk
cleanly before Him I am at risk to hear other voices, and that these other voices are basically chomping
at the bit, to deceive those who put themselves at risk. For this reason, I am probably the most skeptical
person there is when it goes to those who proclaim prophetic utterance. I am careful to weigh it against
scripture and I listen to the Holy Spirit to show me any error. Having said this, I expect the same for
anything I have brought forth. I believe that we all (the body of Christ), have something to contribute
for our growth and encouragement, and rebuke - me included. I have set forth in faith in the launching
of this blog, for I believe this is the Lord’s leading and I pray that it be a refreshing to you, a reminder
and yes, even rebuke (if needed) – so we may all grow up together in His body and in unity of His Spirit.
If any has a question, concern or criticism, I would ask that you send it out on the blog’s, contact page –
and would be glad to converse with you.
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Do You Love The Truth
We are living in the days where if ever there is a time to be rooted and grounded in the word of God
through the scriptures – it is now. It is disconcerting to the amount of professing Christians, who do not
take the words of scripture literally, and more so who do not take it to be their spiritual food. Paul gives
us a glimpse of what lies ahead, which I believe is now when we readThe coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying
wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion that
they should believe the lie that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.
2 Thess2: 9-12
This is a very sobering reality that is seen today – among Christian communities! Many do not truly
understand that they are at risk – because they have not received the love of the truth. Our privilege as
Christians today, is that we have what is called the Holy Bible – contained within its pages are the
truth. If you were to learn the history of how the pages of scripture contained in the bible came to be
compared to how accessible it is today, I think there would be a new sense of appreciation for it. God
has clearly preserved it and we are the recipients of having the whole counsel of God at our fingertips.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work.
2 Tim 3:16-17
What is absent in many is biblical familiarity at best and importantly, contextual understanding, because
of a reliance upon devotional materials to take the place of bible reading and study. Sadly the majority
of professing Christians have never read the bible cover to cover let alone make it a regular daily
practice to do so and for this reason and they put themselves at risk for being deceived (if they are not
already). Jesus said these words; “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on
the earth?” in Luke 18. How does one gain faith? We are told – ‘So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.’ In Romans 10:17. You cannot have true faith, the kind Jesus is looking for if
you do not have a love of the truth. The truth is what reveals to us our path; ‘Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.’ Psalm 119; 105. The truth opens to us what is spirit and what is flesh or
soul – essentially our conduct; ‘For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.’ Heb 4:12. If we only cherry pick verses that suit us and our
need at the moment, we truly are at risk to being deceived not to mention our motives are selfish. This
is why we have many Churches filled to overflowing with people who do not discern that the pastor is in
absolute error. To follow after teachers and leaders without having a knowledge of truth in our own
studies sets up for this kind of people:
‘For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.’ 2 Tim 3:3-4
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If any of us lack a love of the truth, this needs to be an alarm sounding to get back into the faith we
profess. Like in the natural, when we fill ourselves up with junk food and then sit in front of a table of
nutritional rich foods – we will not desire to eat it and instead will only pick and choose what is
appealing if at all. Today, we have a plethora of media, books and articles that will tell us of biblical
things and even teach us truths and principles but to rely on these as our truth is not wise. If you find
yourself struggling with reading the bible and find it ‘boring’ see this as the very reason you must begin
reading it with commitment and diligence.
Let your morning read start from Genesis, and your evening read start from Matthew. And any in
between the day, read the Psalms and Proverbs start to finish. Ask God to open your eyes and heart as
you commit to read His story and in no time, you will be hooked. Have a book, to write your thoughts,
special verses that spoke to you, questions etc. You will not only fall in love with the word, but you will
fall in love even more with The Word; Jesus Christ!
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it.
John 1:1-5
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life- the life was manifested,
and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and
was manifested to us
1John 1:1-2
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head
were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. Rev 19: 11-13

63

Repent or Perish!
The word and teaching of repentance is one that has become lost in Christendom today. It presses hot
buttons on some and others are unmoved by its meaning. By the vast majority it is a word that has
been unexplored and has been buried and even forgotten. Why is this? How can repentance simply be
stripped of its biblical rank? Because the enemy of our soul hates it for it is the foundation of our
position in Christ! He, one like a cleaver honey bee keeper has methodically pumped out lulling smoke
over Christendom and took away repentance. He highlighted the word grace, and made his own
doctrine to replace the r – word. Then, he took the word sin and did some cleaver fluffing up and
twisting so that in his doctrine (which is)- you do not have to worry about sin because Christ already
died for it in that we will always sin – and salvation is no longer about us (whether we sin or not) for we
have Christ’s righteousness now. To be preoccupied with our own sin, is to not believe in Christ’s
‘finished work’ for us. As I reflect on this very dangerous doctrine, I think of Jesus in how He speaks to
the Church of the Laodiceans also known as the lukewarm church, when He says these words: ‘I am rich,
have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked’— Rev 3:17. Can you not hear us today, in this doctrine of grace and no
repentance saying just the same thing? It would be in words like this; ‘Oh yes, I am saved, Christ has
done it all for me so I no longer have to do anything, good or bad I believe and receive His gift therefor I
need of nothing!’ There is not desire for transformation that is in the sanctification process (included in
the Salvation package). Instead there is an apathy and lethargy to being renewed in the Spirit. Romans
12:2. But in truth, if you read the letters Jesus had John write to the churches, the majority he
commands for them to repent. What is repentance? Repentance is an action word, it requires a work
to do. The confusion that has been sowed into Christ’s work of Salvation, in that if you believe that you
must repent to attain salvation, you are depending upon works. The truth is that in the attaining of
salvation there is the work of repentance that follows – as a result of the free gift of Salvation. This is
where all the stumbling comes in – and why the church is sickly and without power and houses a
changeless people. John the Baptist warned the Pharisees to ‘Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance’ Matt 3:8. To repent is to turn from sin – bottom line. If we are not a people who (daily)
turn away from sin, we are just like the world which is enmity with God James 4:4. In other words, we
are to no longer serve sin, but God. See Romans 8. We no longer live to pollute our bodies, minds and
souls with the corruption of sin because Jesus broke the power it had on and in us, through His death
and resurrection – and we now can turn away from its grip to serve Christ in His Kingdom by His
Spirit. We cannot live in the power of His Spirit and at the same time continue in sin but instead, in the
power of His Spirit we can live holy lives, to be a people set apart so He may have His perfect work in
us. His Spirit gives us all we need, which is what we receive in the gift of Salvation – but we must work
with Him to accomplish His purposes. Is any healthy relationship one sided? We would all agree to no it
is not, then why would we think that the greatest relationship we have not be the same?
I believe that the reason so very many are not living victorious lives, who battle with mental, emotional
issues, people and life in general is the result of not coming to grips with repentance and the reality of
what it truly means. That they are trying to attain the ‘promised land’ while craving and desiring to live
in Egypt. See the futility and struggle of the children of Israel in the book of Exodus.
Jesus spoke these words early in His ministry: ‘I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish.’ Luke 13:3. May we heed His words for us today. Amen
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The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil
We can come to the tree of knowledge of good and evil and gather all the knowledge it will yield us and
it can all be true yet is remains as a curse that it has always been, for it is the tree where Satan freely
dwells. It is the place where he may speak and where he speaks, he will always twist and confuse. See
Genesis 3.
Satan uses knowledge as his tool to deceive especially to those who are on the inside who seek after
God. He will either allow knowledge to be the center of everything – which will have accomplished his
objective, or he will slightly twist the knowledge to make a case of his own devise which is always antiChrist yet because of his extensive skills he is able to present a very god like, pious, and spiritual form for
those to partake in as he lays out his version of practice, philosophies and principles. Because Satan can
work easily in lives that will give ear to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil his deception easily
flows into hearts and minds that will embrace this angel of the light. He will give to them a ‘holy spirit’
like glow. He will give them an ecstatic sensation with evidence of a new tongue to follow. Satan will
do all he can to have a people within the church system think they be followers of Christ, where they in
fact are followers after him! They give to him their worship, for in their hearts they look after a feeling,
a sign and a wonder – and he gives it, if they will worship him. The very words he spoke to Jesus are for
us today; IF you worship me, I will GIVE you all these! See Matt 1:1-11. What did he promise Jesus? All
that the fleshly appetites would want. What did he challenge Jesus: To not rely on God, but to look for
things to satisfy – ‘turn these stones into bread.’ He also goaded Jesus to play a game with God, by
throwing himself down so that God would have His angels catch Him. Which Satan still does, when he
beckons those to call out to ‘demand’ for things that are ‘rightfully’ yours; and in this he works to
deceive many by giving them what they have demanded for. They do not realize that they praise him
(and not God), as they give their thanks and glory. As a result of all this, we are a mixed people, of true
Christ followers and those who follow after their own god, which is in Satan. The difference between
the two are this; the true are ones who learn not to depend to have their flesh satisfied. They do not
look and seek after signs and wonders. They are a people instead who strive to be humble towards their
God, knowing that in them they can easily stray so they refuse to trust themselves or others – but only
God. They are a people who understand that a contrite and humble heart is their safety and know and
desire the fear of God. They live by faith in Christ and seek to live clean and holy lives which comes at a
cost to them, but they do not think of that but only to be pleasing to God. Where the other are a bold
people, who name, proclaim and decree what is rightfully theirs ‘in Jesus name’ and do not to look into
their own hearts to lay down sin that lurks within. They are a people who ‘live by faith’ in Christ, so they
no longer have to manage sin in their own lives. They practice what they call worship by singing songs
they like, and have pleasing musical beats and rhythm. They ‘enter’ into His presence – through the
leading of the pied piper of their preference, yet they know nothing of entering in. For it is in the
stillness and quietness of one's own prayer closet bringing to God songs from their hearts and the
creating their lives as vessels of worship 1 Cor 6:19-20 - that is true worship for it is in Spirit and in Truth
John 4:24. Instead, these people are rooted in the tree of the knowledge of good and evil – which is all
sense based. They know little to nothing of the Tree of Life, which is Jesus Christ, who is the way, truth
and life; or what it means to live in His Spirit. As true followers feed off of this Tree, they throw off what
binds them, which is the sin Christ died for in that they live no longer to be right or seek after signs,
wonders and supernatural and experiences. Instead the mark of their authenticity is they do not count
their own lives anymore but only Christ’s life – in them. Which is that they live not to follow after their
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own appetites, desires and needs, but they seek to learn live the new life that Christ provides all who
believe on His name. A life that is not found rooted in the Self, in pride or in the world. 1 John 2:15-17.
We live in times where we must be vigil, to strive for what is good and acceptable in the sight of
God. Romans 12:1-2. Where we do not regard our own lives – but give all we have to follow His will and
path, which will never be found in things, doings, gathering of material and riches, attaining good
standing or in seeking after experience. All that matters, is our lives being rooted and grounded in the
Son of His rich love – where we find life Col 1:12-14. Let us seek after the Tree of Life where we can find
rivers of living water that will satisfy and provide all we have need for.
Addition: I realize also, that many are well learned, skilled and have great knowledge of the scripture
and miss Christ completely and live without Him. We can look at the Scribes and Pharisees who
continually contended with Jesus and did not recognize Him as their Messiah as evidence of this. We
must contain the Holy Spirit and allow Him to teach us in all things. He is our teacher - NOT the pages in
the bible. It is He that brings things alive to us and opens our understanding. There is much controversy
regarding the validity of scriptures in the translation and interpretation, and this is why we must rely on
the Holy Spirit's lead. Within the pages of scripture hold truth, that the Holy Spirit brings to light into us
and we as believers - love the truth, for Jesus is our truth and He is the Word. Who better to seek but
Jesus, the Word - through His Holy Spirit. An excellent teaching on this subject I highly recommend a
series taught on the YouTube Channel LastTrumpetBlast called A Pure Language.
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Separate and Safe
How is it that we so easily join the world with our Christianity? How prevalent has the world infiltrated
into the belief system of those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior. I have noticed this in alarming
proportion and it has deeply grieved me. For we are to be a people who are set apart, and are different
from the world, in fact the world should hate us. But instead, we are buddies with it and have joined
with it to form our own Christianity. I especially note this in the area of mental health, to which I have
already posted, but I feel the need to reinforce such a troubling trend in light of what scripture reveals
to us. While I respect the study of the human mind and find it very fascinating, I attempt to put it in its
place – which is below Christ. What I see as being the concern among the Christian community is that it
is being placed above Christ and my hope is that we will be refreshed in some very important truths that
pertain to this path many have taken.
2 Corinthians 6:
14 Do

not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or
what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For
you are the temple of the living God. As God has said:
“I will dwell in them
And walk among them.
I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.”
17 Therefore

“Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean,
And I will receive you.”
18 “I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty.”
What does this really mean anyway? I believe it has great meaning and context to a very important law
of God. Not only does He require His people to be one who are set apart, but that his people are set
apart – so they may be kept safe and uncontaminated.
Rev 18:4 indicates this:
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and
lest you receive of her plagues.
You see, because we are no longer of this world, and belong in the Kingdom of God we must not partake
in what the world offers. For when we do, we open ourselves up to the wicked one, the ruler of this
world, to have ground in our lives. We do this through the lust of our eyes, the lust of our flesh, and the
pride of life as 1 John 2 reveals:
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of
the Father but is of the world.
We also must not regard any philosophy or worldly wisdom higher in our esteem before God as
Colossians 2 statesAs you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and
established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
8 Beware

lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men,
according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and
power.

In that the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s eyes, as we read in 1 Cor 1For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”
20 Where

is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world?

It is clear that man’s wisdom and philosophy is distinct from God’s wisdom as we read in 1 Cor 2These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
No matter how we attempt to incorporate the world’s ways into our Christianity – it will never prove
productive but will only block our victory Jesus Christ has given us through His shed blood. We cannot
on one hand follow after worldly scholars, professionals and therapies – and then expect God be on
board in our endeavors no matter how spiritual we attempt to make them. Any time we camp around
our human flesh and our human psyche to adopt the philosophies, traditions and therapies of man in
attempt to fix our anguish – we are insulting Christ. We are seeking on the level of the world and are
taking part in the enemy of this world's business. We must believe what scripture tells us and move
from this futility! Where is the answer to our problems found? Not here, not in the latest psychologist’s
inspiration, fad, programs or therapy, but in the heavenly realm as we see in Colossians 3
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.

68

Did you catch that? We are no longer alive – in this body of flesh, so why do we try to apply the
remedies of this world to ‘clean up or fix our dead flesh?’ For we way too often plant ourselves in our
flesh, in our mental and emotional anguish – and begin working there. This is not how God does
things. Christ made a way for us to receive our healing, our deliverance – but it must be in the Spirit –
and only in this will we get our release. We are told in Galatians 6:8
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit
reap everlasting life.
This is a very significant piece of valuable truth that speaks in what the difference is when we attempt to
‘fix’ our flesh (our mind) by sowing to it through the world’s remedy then what God prescribes to us,
which is sowing to our spirit. Only He can fix us. Only He knows where our problems come from and
what plagues us. Let us give Him his proper due, in that we no longer subject ourselves to our flesh, nor
to the philosophy and principles of this world – and be diligent to live as a separate people who follows
after their God and Him only.
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Promise Land
The land of Egypt was a place where God’s people where held as slaves with great burdens upon them
to work for Pharaoh in the building of his kingdom. The story of this people is a good one for us today,
found in the book of Exodus. For like them, we too are slaves to Egypt in working for Pharaoh to build
up his kingdom. For Egypt is a picture of the world and Pharaoh is the picture of Satan. Christ came to
set us free from this bondage that was sentenced to us and to protect us from the wrath that is
incurs. The trouble is, though we may accept Christ’s gift to us of freedom, we do not rid ourselves of
the world so we may actually claim this freedom. For the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked
one – and when we continue to love the world, we are subject to its ruler and join him to build his
kingdom. But we as the people of God must come out from this land of Egypt! For we cannot serve two
masters as Jesus tells us:
No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Matt 6:24
We are told who is the ruler of this world, or Egypt of today in 1 John 5:19
We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.
Satan is the ruler of this world and to take part in his kingdom is to be an enemy of God.
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. James 4:4
We as God’s people must not think that we are somehow immune to becoming infected with sin when
we continue to partake in its doings. Romans 1:18-32 clearly tells us that to even approve of such sins
as it lists is to be as good as one who commits them. So when we allow our eyes to watch sin, as
entertainment – are we not also counted as partaking in these sins? I believe that we have become
hardened and now adopt a complacency within our Christianity, or what is described as being lukewarm
people by Jesus’s own words in Rev 3
“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then,
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
This is what happens when we attempt to be ‘Christian’ by living in both worlds that of Satan’s Kingdom
and that of the Kingdom of God. As you read, this is not pleasing to God.
As a believer in Christ I think it be correct in admonishing all who would follow after Him to if not
already, to begin making the journey out of Egypt, the land of the dead where nothing of God
dwells. For it is a matter of our first priority – always. Let us walk together in the Promised Land of
Jesus Christ who brings us to our true place of rest.
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and
lest you receive of her plagues. Rev 18:4
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Pleading the Blood of Jesus – is this in Scripture?
I have heard this term for all my Christian life. It is usually prayed in earnest, over someone or a group
for protection or a Christ covering over them of sorts, but does that make it right? I do not believe this
practice is based in scripture, and no where can I find any application of anyone ‘pleading’ the blood of
Christ over anyone or thing. Instead I believe It to be one of the many traditions of men that we practice
in ignorance and in my opinion to be an insult to God. For we know as believers in Christ, that Jesus
shed His Blood for us as He underwent the cross’s affliction and to die and be resurrected. This act was
costly for it was His very life that He gave. His blood is meant for us, as individuals to receive by faith to
apply it for the washing of our sins. 1 John 1:7. I cannot give His blood to anyone. I cannot cover
anyone with His blood. Yet, in this expression, we – are sprinkling it around like it is some kind of thing
at our disposal to use. We don’t own His blood. His blood is not to be used. His blood is to be received.
Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
His blood, you have no life in you. John 6:53
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 1 John 5:12
For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your
souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’ Lev 17:11
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, Heb 10:19
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Wrongfully Treated
We often will find ourselves in the place of conflict among individuals, organizations, businesses, groups,
etc. as well as in situations where we have been wronged. This is the actuality of living in a fallen
world. It could be a quick but intense skirmish as we are driving and we are dangerously cut off, and
then cursed at. Or when we are treated rudely by a public service representative. We may have been
maligned and lied about and our reputation is at stake, or we are not recognized for the good we are
doing in our career or job. We may have a neighbor who antagonizes us continually or a spouse that
treats us poorly. As each presents itself what comes natural to us is to seek to be justified so the wrong
is made right and this may be the right thing to do, but could we perhaps going through the wrong
channels in seeking a resolution? As Christians, we jump too quickly on the wagon that contains the
arsenal to do battle so we may defeat those who seek us harm. We will enlist our brother and sisters in
the Lord to pray for us and we will get out our scriptures to meditate upon and we set out to conquer
the unjust. We will relay the stories to all who would hear of our poor treatment, and gain sympathy
and validation of our plight, and no one would fault us for this. Let’s hold on a minute to change gears
and see how Jesus speaks to us on matters such as these:
Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be
put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:3839
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. Matt 10:39
But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him
also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever
compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Matt 5:39-41
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matt 5:43-45
Paul admonishes the Corinthians for they were making a habit of suing one another, he said these words
that we can also receive:
Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not
rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? No, you yourselves do wrong and
cheat, and you do these things to your brethren! 1 Cor 6:7-8
While I do understand that there are some pretty hard things we are facing, cruel and unjust things I am
in no way discounting or downplaying these real situations and happenings. My desire rather, is that
we take a look at them with Kingdom eyes so we may truly gain a victory over them.
We have been given victory through Jesus in His work He did on the cross, but it is not the kind of
victory that those whose goal is to be compensated. It is the victory over sin, that it would have no hold
upon us any longer.
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‘The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more abundantly. John 10:10.
‘for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.’ Romans
14:17-18
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also Matt 6:19-21
Our abundant life can only be found in the Kingdom of God and is the growing and strengthening of our
spirit in the things of God. What God often uses to grow us- is this world and its evil. It is just like that of
an oyster. The grain of sand is an irritant, an annoyance to the oyster, but is used in growing the
beautiful pearl. So, likewise our afflictions and troubles that come our way.
You see, we may be victorious and gain our compensation we set out for only to remain empty, and
unfruitful in the Spirit of Christ as well as being worse off than we were before. Until we adjust
ourselves into the things of the Kingdom of God, we will only continue in this cycle fighting more and
bigger battles. For we do not realize that as we are in this train of (wrong) thinking, that it is God who is
the overseer of all things. He permits things and even causes things to come our way – because He has
a work that He desires to do in us. You need only to read the Bible cover to cover to see that this is how
He works! Instead, we look to and at the ‘evil’ in our lives and enlist our brothers and sisters in the Lord
to pray against this ‘attack’ that is happening to us. And like good soldiers we get on the prayer band
wagon and begin petitioning God to put a stop to this unfair and cruel treatment. Then, we continue on
our mission to seek our justification and our rights – and ‘praise the Lord’ when we attain our goal. I
believe that we miss a great many opportunities God gives us so we may be pruned to flourish and bear
His fruit only to become more unruly and full of ourselves that His voice becomes faint if not
silenced. But in truth, our ‘going through the fire’ experiences are those when we take hits that we in
no way have deserved and maintain to be unmoved nor that our defense be our first line of action–
because we do not look to another but only to God and His word to find our comfort and consoling and
where we find our direction in handling it. In this fire, God has us go through, the pain is not from the
wrong doing done to us, it is the pain of us denying our flesh to speak for us, we allow it to be burned
from us instead as we resolve to follow God. Our trial is not the problem at all for it is the catalyst for
us to grow more into the image of Christ. Then we begin to truly gain our victory Christ has provided
for us and we become a people who understand and walk in the power of His grace that Paul speaks of;
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For
when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Cor 12:9-10
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Christian! Know Your Position!
Stand! Stand firm, in the knowledge of Jesus Christ and His death, burial and resurrection. For this is
the Gospel of the Good News of the Kingdom of God! 1 Cor 15:38. Be of Good Cheer for Christ has
overcome all that is in this world – so there will be more who can overcome in the same way. John
16:33. Follow in His footsteps, to deny your own will, desire and pleasure – to take up the will of the
Father. The Father’s will is to believe on His Son – in all things. John 6:29. To believe on Christ, the
Savior of the world is to live a life that affirms this. James 2:20. And do as He has instructed us to do so
we too may follow after Him, and that is to deny ourselves, take up our cross daily – which is to live lives
that are crucified. Matt 16:24. What does this really mean? It means that we do not listen to what we
want, in our fleshly lusts, demands, needs and wants. It is no longer giving our Self a place to make our
decisions. It is laying ourselves down as if dead, and living the life that God has provided for us through
His Son, and this is a life that is born of the Spirit (not of the flesh), and lives subject to the Spirit’s lead.
Romans 6. We must gird ourselves with the truth – the truth is Christ, who is also the way and the life.
If we do not hold fast and stand in and practice the truth, we are not going to obtain the breastplate of
righteousness – for He gives us His Righteousness that we can live and walk in, through the power of His
grace. We must make sure our feet are in understanding with the gospel of the kingdom, which is
rooted in the Prince of peace – for this is the Kingdom of God. It is in faith that we will ever be shield
and quench the fiery darts that the wicked one will continually send to us. For it is by faith that we arm
ourselves, putting on our helmet of Salvation – which protects our head and mind. That means we are
to no longer be conformed to this world, but to make it our aim and effort and will to be transformed by
the renewing of our mind so we may be sure we are approved by God. This involves our thinking and
our will – and this is what we must guard and nurture at all times. What we put into our minds, will we
be conformed or transformed by – what we believe or not believe will be displayed in how we live.
While Salvation is provided for us through Christ, we are to put Him on, so our minds/thoughts are
protected. As we are making sure we have all the armor needed we must also realize that each piece
we wear requires our care and attention to maintain. In maintaining we trust and practice the Word of
God who is also our Sword of the Spirit – that can cut and divide even soul and spirit. In all this we will
confidently offer prayer continually in supplication as we are vigil in watching out for our brothers and
sisters and ourselves – so we may walk in victory and declare the testimony of Christ to the lost and
dying world around us. Ephes 6:14-18
Amen!
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The Deceit of Busyness
She does as she always has going about her day, list in hand plans laid and much to accomplish. Going
there, doing that, being partaker of this function – are all the missions on her mind. She feels good as
she does all she needs to do at the end of her day she drops to bed in sheer exhaustion. She wakes and
is ready to do it all over again! She has even given Jesus a place in her day! He has been given a few
minutes in the morning, as she haphazardly reads from her devotional book and a couple of verses from
the Bible, if time allows it. Once the books have been closed, she starts HER day to do HER things, and
prays here and there throughout – for things SHE wants.
She does not realize her day is Christ – less, for she is deceived by her busyness.
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him. Col 3:17
“And

Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many
things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from
her.” Luke 10:41-42
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Good Ground
Scripture Reference to Parable of the Sower: Matt 13:1-23 Mark 4:1-20 Luke 8:4-15
SEED: WORD OF GOD
SOWER: GOD
WAYSIDE HEARERS: DEVIL EASILY TAKES THE WORD FROM THEIR HEARTS, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT
UNDERSTAND IT – SO THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE AND BE SAVED
Though this describes those who are lost in their sin, I also see this within Christendom who are equally
as lost, but also deceived. Because this group of people do not seek to understand the wisdom of God on
their own, but instead, look to others to spoon feed them. They are revealed when you speak to them of
the things of God and His Spirit and they do not understand the foundational truth of being born again,
and living a life of denying self. They sit in what they believe to be eternal security and believe they are
saved from God’s judgement and wrath – because they have no understanding nor desire to get it.
ON STONY GROUND: HEAR WITH JOY, BUT HAVE NO ROOT SO IN TIME WHEN TEMPTATION COMES,
PERSECUTION BECAUSE OF THE WORD, THEY IMMEDIATELY STUMBLE
This group do not push through in the giving up of what they hold on to when the trial of temptation or
persecution come. Whether it be their pride, comfort, or need for approval – they are not willing to give
them up so they may prove their faith in whom they believe.
FELL AMONG THORNS: GO OUT AND ARE CHOKED WITH CARES, RICHES AND PLEASURES OF LIFE –
BRINGING NO FRUIT TO MATURITY
A great many are found in this assembly and sadly there is a type of church we all know as seeker
friendly, entertainment focused that breed this mentality to continue to live like the world and desire the
pleasures of life to seek them. They are what can be described as a transactional Christian. They are
always looking what they can get out of God and being a believer in Him. Prosperity and success is often
the topic of choice and practiced. There is much hype and ‘holy spirit’ flare, but they are like clouds
without rain – and are a changeless people, who continue to stumble in sin and are plagued with
depression, and anxiety. The divorce rate is equal to the world as well as the scandal found within.
GOOD GROUND: HEAR THE WORD, AND KEEP IT TO PRODUCE FRUIT IN LONG SUFFERING
These are those who are a serious lot in the things of God. They understand the honor He deserves, and
believe all that the scriptures say so they live to follow Him through obeying what He instructs. They take
the truths they hear and put them to practice thereby producing good fruit. It involves a life of denying
self and the striving to live set apart from the world. It is a life of commitment to God and it costs them
things they are willing to give up.
I personally am seeing that those who are found on the Good Ground and are hearers of His Word, are
few and this is congruent to the time we now live, in the last days and even last hour. It truly amazes
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me, in a sad way, to experience this reality for there truly is a cloak of darkness over many who believe
they are ‘good with God’ but are so very deceived. I think it be our task as Good Ground Hearers, to
become more in tuned and vocal to speak to those who are deceived – to share with them their need to
repent and believe on Jesus Christ and begin living for Him. As I have said, there are way too many
‘believers’ who do not understand what being born again is, let alone living the new creation life –
through His Spirit. They do not understand that the old man is dead – and they are no longer to live or
find or make a life there. That they are free from it so they may live according to God’s way, in peace,
righteousness and joy. Let us ask the right questions to those who are close to us, and begin to share
the truth, the way and His life. John 14:6
See also: How does one enter in? What is Idolatry?
If you are not born again, you are not saved!
Follower of Christ! Know your position!
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Stop Digging in the Dirt!
I see it everywhere! People in their best (spiritual) clothing using God speak, who are on their knees digging
around in the dirt of their soul trying to clean it up! Yet as they do this – they are no different than the rest of the
unbelieving world! There is this drive to fix the fallen flesh and make it cooperate. How is this so? As we read
Paul’s words:: ”For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but
how to perform what is good I do not find.” Romans 7:18. For as we carry around flesh that is fallen the only thing
we as believers are to do is crucify it and reckon it dead. Romans 6:11. How many books, seminars attended and
applied therapies are participated in all under the heading Christian that are teaching and instructing the fixing up
of our flesh. It is so rooted and ingrained in our Christian culture and to name them I would offend a great
many. This is how far we have slipped – away from the truth of why Christ came. I daresay that these practices
are expressing an unbelief to this and go further to say that are even insult to the cross of Christ! I believe we
need to be seeing and learning that this life we are gifted to live, is not about us. Oh yes, we hear this and even
say it – but to actually live it out is an entirely different thing! For it is about Jesus Christ, and Him crucified – so
that we may live the life He has provided us, to serve our Lord and witness Him in power and deed. Gal 2:20, 1
Cor 2:20. How can we do this if we are too busy attending counseling sessions & programs or reading books and
seeking in how to fix ourselves? Some would argue that I am being to cut and dry, too black and white and that
there are many exceptions. I would say, yes I am, is not this true to what Jesus has described it to be? The
narrow road Matt 7:13-14, that He is the ONLY way, truth and life John 14:6? Is this not the point? How many of
us are living crucified lives? To look to and watch out for – ways to? Sound radical, or overboard? I hope so. For
we must stop playing games and live what it is we say we believe and stop living changeless lives – that look no
different from the world. His life depends upon this.
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No Peace?
Let the absence of peace in our moments, circumstances and life be our indication and reminder our
need to seek the Lord. To stop our stuff, doings and things – and really seek Him. Not to seek Him FOR
peace, but to seek Him AS our peace. How do we do this? To come before God, with a humble heart
open to hearing Him show us where we may have strayed, have been snared or lack wisdom or
understanding. In our fast paced society we can easily take on things that just are not in God’s will or
we are pulled with the force of the majority into places He has not called us and next thing you know we
are experiencing turmoil, conflict and tension. Jesus promises that He is peace for all who lay hold of
Him, He does not lie – so when we do not experience peace that passes all understanding – let this be
the place where we put the brakes on and make things right and realign ourselves into the Vine. John
15: 1-8. May the Prince of Peace rule in our hearts today. Amen.
Great peace have those who love Your law,
And nothing causes them to stumble. Psalm 119: 165
For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Is 9:6
You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You. Isaiah 26:3
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. John
14:27

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation
Eph 2:14
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus. Phil 4:7,6
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Does Jesus Know You?
Going through the motions. Doing for the sake of getting it done. Commitment because it is the right
thing to do. This can be what describes many in how they practice their Christianity. From the outside,
it looks moral, right and godly. Yet it be what Jesus calls whitewashed tombs with dead man’s bones
within, because there is no life in it. Matt 23:26-28.
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,
cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them,
‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ Matt 7:21-23
Jesus is speaking to believers of God. You, me, the pastor down the street, the missionary next door –
may this sink in to our prideful minds! These are people who are on Team Jesus. Yet they did not make
His mark. What was it that they missed? I believe that what Jesus spoke here is our key:
Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,
And honor Me with their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”
When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand: Not what goes into
the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Matt 15:7-11
I see such complexity among the Christian crowd. So much hopelessness, fear, worry that is their
unspoken testimony – yet they are committed and speak the name of Christ. Upon scrutiny, you will
see that they are ones who are looking from the outside in. They are living from without and expect to
gain what The Kingdom of God promises us that can only be found from within. Luke 17:2.
All too easily and often, counsel is given to those who live defeated and struggling lives in ‘fixing’ the
said problem with a list of to do’s. All perhaps good and spiritually sound advice, but wrong. For no
matter what they do, or how much diligence and commitment they give, it is not going to further them
ahead at all. What is the answer? To be known by God. How does one attain this? It is by His Spirit,
within us that this can only be accomplished. His Kingdom is brought into us – then, we interact in His
Kingdom, with Him – where we become known by Him. We give to Him, we receive from Him. What
can we give? We have only one thing that He wants from us – our lives, past, present and future. We
give to Him the only thing we own, our very lives. He then in turn gives to us, Himself. In Him, we then
are able to experience the life He promises us. In His Kingdom, He promises us righteousness, peace
and joy; Romans 14:17, which is a far cry from what many are plagued with today who say they are in
the Kingdom of God. The defining rule is that this is not a mere one-time thing, pledge of allegiance but
is instead a daily practice. Jesus explains the interaction very well:
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“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. Matt
16:24
Do we really know Jesus? Does He know us? Let us some time of introspection so we not be counted in
the hearing of these words:
‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ Matt 7:23.
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In My Prayer Closet
I share my prayer today and wonder if this is yours too….
My dearest Father, again, I share with you what you already know. The world gone mad. The world
bathed in evil corruption and being drunk with it. The mega church-ed laughing and singing and praising
God – as they blaspheme You! All the rest seeking the sensual – to name it ‘your presence.’ it’s like its
one big orgy (in Christendom) – the (spiritual) revelry and adultery going on and there are none that
seek to know any better. The hearts have become dull and the desire for truth no longer runs in their
veins, for they are content with being lulled and pacified to sleep. I can trust no one and should trust no
one (not even myself), for our hearts are all easily swayed.
Oh My dearest Father, place into my heart your message to me – and others, how are you seeing,
feeling for the things of today? The evil that is rampant, everywhere. The lies upon lies in most every
heart. The love of sin and the denial of Jesus – in professing Christians. The embrace of psychology over
the Gospel of Christ. Foolish hearts, thinking they can drink the cup of Satan and enjoy the delights of
the Lord too. The prophetic frenzy that looks like an Enquirer tabloid that people take and eat for their
regular ‘spiritual’ food.
I look to You, and You only – for this is right and perfect. I seek continuously – You. I look everywhere to
find You. This is not optional, but must be! For the evil is pressing in and the darkness is coming in like
rolling fog. What will be of those who just have not took the time to be founded upon the Rock? For
those who thought it needless to root themselves into Him so their life’s flow would be Him? Instead
they do not even realize, they have developed a dislike for Jesus Christ and His Gospel of the Kingdom
(some have never known it.) Instead, they spit it out of their mouths because they crave the candy that
Satan has fed them and they do not realize it is rotting them from within. They spew out of their greedy
hearts to say they need not fear of their eternal security – as they cling to a twisted rope that was
thrown to them by the fabricator of this lie. They cling to it, as their life’s line to what it is they deserve
– calling it their gift that can never be revoked. But they do not inspect this chord to see that it is not
anchored to Jesus Christ, but to their own deceived heart. That the gift You have given truly is a gift to
us, but with all gifts we can take them as our own, or we can tuck them away never to think of them
again, or even throw them out. The gift you have given is alive and meant for them to join – not place in
a drawer or hung on a wall so they may say….this is proof I am saved! This has been the great deception
of the ages that will sweep a vast number into hell’s promise.
You are God over all. You ways far surpass any and all ways. Inconsistency or contradiction do not live
with You. You deserve our awe. We are a people who fall deeper in love with You – each day we
live! For it is your delight to pour over us revelation of who You are. We bow continually in our hearts
before You, for this is (spiritually) natural to us. Though we are sons and daughters we do not look upon
our position in pride, but in great reverence so we do not bring shame to Your name. Give us the cry of
your heart so we never walk in pride. Keep us in these dark times so we may walk close to the flame of
God. Where our flesh continually be shed off still more and more so we may grow into your image and
likeness unto that perfect day. Amen.
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Jesus a Good Idea, or your Reality?
It has been reported through various statistics that on average a very small percentage of Christians,
approximately 20% read their bibles daily. Out of those still there are fewer who make it a regular practice to
read it from cover to cover. In light of this we will say that approximately 90% of Christians do not have a full
grasp of the knowledge that is contained in the pages of scripture. I call this group Christendom; though they be
very committed and contain sincere love and belief in Jesus they do not necessarily follow Jesus Christ to know
Him. What they do follow is an idea of belief, faith and love for Christ. An idea is basically flat, though it hold
many great components it remains without life. You can pour into an idea to add to what it contains and be
totally committed to growing your idea, be enthusiastic and even speak brilliantly on your idea’s subject. An idea
always looks great on paper, but it isn’t until you put it into practice will its flaws be revealed. Because we have
this vast number who rely on others to teach scripture and feed them Christian crumbles they are at risk for being
deceived. I was once part of this group being quite devoted and well learned in all that was taught to me through
others. I was no less passionate then I am now, only I was serving and adding to my Idea of Christ and not a reality
of Him in my own life. The problem is not the learning from others in itself, but instead it lies in what we
constitute to be our personal pursuit of Jesus Christ. Practically speaking, when you do not read the bible, from
cover to cover – you will not gain the knowledge it contains, nor do you understand the context or historical value
let alone learn who God is and His Son Jesus Christ. Alternatively, when we only read scripture as knowledge and
do not put it into practice, it will remain only an idea unaffected to our lives. We can still be very lost and
destined for hell in this place because we have not received Jesus Christ the Son of God – we received an idea. It
is like being on a highway that is parallel to the main highway, it looks and feels like you are heading in the right
direction, but you still are not on the right road. Deception is always near but not quite truth and will not easily
be spotted to the untrained eye for it will look, sound and feel right, good and godly. For to hold to an idea as
your faith in Christ cannot ever contain His life – His Spirit, His Power and His deliverance. The faith in the idea of
Christ cannot ever know joy and peace nor can it ever receive His love to give it to others. The faith in the idea of
Christ will only take you so far but not far enough. The faith in the idea of Christ will keep you in the world – to
love it and to continue taking part in it and will also permit you to continue in the lusts of the flesh. You will also
remain in your sin to be in bondage to it. Your faith is not alive.
The faith and belief in the idea of Jesus Christ was never intended but unfortunately is the reality in Christendom.
Where the intention of God is to give us true life through that of Jesus Christ and this must be experienced to
become a reality and this is the work of God upon all who lay hold of Him, in Spirit and truth – and not as just a
good idea to live by.
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A Psalm to the Lord
Who is God but the Lord God Almighty! He is the Alpha and the Omega – knows all things. He has created all
things for Himself. Everything there is serves His purposes. Nothing is outside of this. He counts everything
according to His plan. He uses those who are against Him like they are putty in His hands. They have nothing
they can do that will stand against Him and what He desires. Satan himself must work according to what God
allows him – he follows His instructions. Therefore I put my trust in God through Christ Jesus my Lord. I am
longing for the Day where I will be in His presence so I may worship Him and behold His face, oh what a day this
will be! As we are coming to a close here on earth, the evil grows deeper and in more proportion to consume the
good. This too is part of God’s great plan. Though I see and hear of great horrors that are happening around our
world, He knows it altogether. I look to the sky, above this earth into the unseen for my help, for this is where
God is – where He watches, and instructs. He hears me when I call to Him, and looks my way with such love in His
eyes and I am in awe. For He knows me! He knows my every thought even before I think it! I am His beloved,
found in His Beloved – and His zeal for me is breathtaking. I love my dearest Father, and ask that He only give me
more love for Himself, for it must be His love that I love – otherwise it is not true love. I will rest my eyes upon my
God, to watch for His orders, His instructions and His encouraging word – for this is what I take great delight in, to
hear Him and obey Him. May He protect me from the evil one, that I never stray from His righteous Right Hand.
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The Keepers of His Flame
The underworld, Satan’s Kingdom does exist. It is found in our world and even within our own
hearts! Jer 17:9. His Kingdom is earth-bound, rooted in the sensual and appeals to our carnality – our
flesh appetites and it also captivates our intellect that stirs up pride of life. 1John 2:16. In this place you
will find every wicked demon freely to roam going about the business of their master the
devil. Revelation18:1-3. The power in this Kingdom is Sin and is the force, inspiration and nature of all
business that is conducted, the chief Steward being Satan himself. To serve him are a vast host of
demons who bow to his every order. They are each filled with hell’s fury knowing that their time is
running short and they have yet so much to do. They each are specifically trained and skilled in the
tasks they are sent to engage in, they are counted as superior in the field they work for they all have had
since the beginning of time to learn their trade. They are able to capture without effort the
unsuspecting using the enticement best suited. The enticements are either to intrigue their prey using
benefits they may desire or they will use fear of many kinds. They are able to establish much in mortals
who commit sin against each other for anger, bitterness, hopelessness and fear only pave the way to a
hard and unforgiving heart against man and even God. They especially thrive where they are able to
secure unforgiveness within these souls because unforgiveness is like an open door where can freely
come and go doing all they please to torment not only them but others through their refusal to
forgive. They laugh and hope that these poor humans never understood how detrimental it is when
they do not forgive others! Matt 18:21-35.
The underworld thrives greater than that of the day before for the love of many is growing cold and
people are becoming haters of what is good and despisers of God. 2Timothy 3:1-9. Even the godliest of
soul Satan has Special Forces to snare them into his lair. His success depends upon how true they are to
who they say they believe. For many in this group are greatly devoted to the things of God, but they do
not make Him to be Lord of their life. These ones rely on what they know about Jesus Christ and God
rather than getting to know who they are in truth. And Satan dispatches his legion to make sure they
do not seek to personally connect with the living God, by making sure they are filled with a lot of head
knowledge, insights and good works. They make sure they are surrounded by the truth, but keep them
away from setting out to know the truth for themselves. Then there is another group that Satan
despises to the core! Though they be a very small group they are devoted to God and keepers of His
Flame as the Spirit of God dwells in them burning with His white light. Because this people believe and
trust in Jesus Christ they make it their life’s work to follow Him in all He has instructed them. Only a
select group of Satan’s host will even attempt to contend directly with this crowd! So the usual course
of action that the satanic kingdom does for these ones is to attempt to distract them through outside
sources. The evil ones look to how they may get these devoted followers attention off of their God and
will use any and all they can to do so. They will strive to sink these souls with cares (and worries) of life
by having them look at the natural realm as what they are to live by - and not according to the things of
God and His Spirit. They know they must act quick, for they have learned that this group looks out for
one another, and are often met with their brother and sisters gathering around and praying for each
other – lifting up the name of Jesus on behalf of the one in need. Next thing you know, the one in
whom they are targeting to devour comes to their senses and seeks God and turns to Him with a
confessing heart. To offer insult to injury to this pompous swarm they are met with horrible sounds to
their ears - the praises that this soul expresses to God with all joy and thanksgiving! It is clear that this
one has made right their path, looking once again with unwavering eye upon their God -they have no
choice but to flee from such a God glorifying presence! James4:7. You see, the underworld hates
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prayer and worship that is offered to God in Spirit and in truth. John4:23-24. For the prayers of the
Saints of God bind and loose the very things that have taken them so long to put into
place! Matt18:18. Satan sends out a specialized army to stop such prayers. He employs many avenues
and tactics to bring results, for it is because of these prayers that many of his great plans have been
thwarted and overturned and is his aim to bring any down any who are ones who are able to reach the
throne of God in prayer. For these ones are the ones who cast mountains (of sin) into the sea! It is
through their prayers that lies (2Cor 10:4-6) are brought down and where the Spirit of the Living God
sends forth His Word to accomplish what He wills in bringing the revelation of Jesus Christ His Son upon
souls who are dying to know. Isaiah55:11
May we understand truly that we fight not against flesh and blood but against the underworld’s army
and be counted as victorious in our tour of duty, Amen!
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 6:12
Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective,
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
James 5:16
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Why I Quit Christmas
It has been 8 years now where I have not participated in the celebration of Christmas. If I were to look
back 10 years and see this, I would not have believed it! I loved Christmas, and brought our children up
celebrating it. But I will confess, that throughout the years of my celebrating I had a nagging that I felt
and often dismissed but it just would not go. Each year, I would do something to be more ‘spiritual’ and
less materialistic and it seemed to only worsen. I just could not deny that there was something
wrong. After doing all I thought I could do to ‘fix’ the problem- to no avail, I asked God what He thought
about Christmas and I received what I believed to be His answer right away. The answer shocked me. I
literally gasped as I just was not expecting what He revealed. For He gave me a picture, it was like I was
brought into the scene of when He threw out the money changers in the Temple. I felt His fury, felt His
jealousy and was torn to shreds! In that moment, I said I would never participate in Christmas again. It
was one of the hardest things I have ever done, but God gave me the strength and grace to do it, and He
by only His miraculous hand gave my husband and children understanding and their support in this too
and will tell you that I would not have been able to do it, unless He revealed to Me His heart. For I see
now how Christmas is like a spell and it was this that gave me the power to leave it. I am confident that
this was from Him and have never regretted nor desired to partake since and have great peace. I share
not so that you may too ‘quit Christmas’ too, but rather that you too would ask God how He feels about
it – with a heart that really wants to know the answer. I believe you too will be shocked at what He will
reveal. I have since learned so much of its pagan roots that only affirm what He revealed to me that
day.
This is a previous post where I put to words, what I believe to be God’s heart in the matter of
Christmas:
Picture the scene, Jesus full of a rage that no one was expecting, for they had never seen this side of
Him. They knew Him to be compassionate, patient and loving. A healer. Who was this they were
witnessing? He was going about the blessed temple in such anger. He attacked all those who depended
upon this as their income to live, He carelessly tossed their precious goods aside. He cared not of what
this would do to them, to their livelihood. His anger and jealousy was expressed clearly as to who it was
He cared about. He was revealing to this ignorant people what it was they were doing; making His
Father’s House – a den of thieves. Matt21:11-13
Today:
The sanctuary was filled with lightheartedness, the smells of spices mingled in the air for the spiced
cider awaited the congregants after the service. The lights were especially beautiful twinkling with such
joy. The songs of celebration were sung with special enthusiasm for it was the eve of Christmas and all
were exceptionally jovial. They came on this day to give honor to Jesus in His birth and it is something
they have always done and took great pride in. Keep Christ in Christmas they say! One day in a year
that they may freely proclaim Him and they will continue to give honor to their Lord in this way as long
as they live!
They just concluded the service and were about to be dismissed when this man enters the room. He
looks around and takes in all the sights, He takes a deep breath and begins at one end of the room with
arms of destruction, acting like a maniac! He pulls down the lights, the tree, He tears down all the wall
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decorations the candles – everyone is in horror. They wonder why someone doesn’t grab him and haul
him out of this most sacred place, how dare he they think. He must be demonized and just can’t handle
the holy atmosphere they conclude. He takes His place to the stage, the pastor cowers and shrinks to
the back for all sense His authority.
“My Father will not have you make the birth of His Son a place of idol worship! You have taken what is
holy and turned it into market place mockery! You call this worship, but I say – it is not I you
worship. For have I not said, you shall not have any other God nor any graven images? Ex20: 3-5 You
have taken what is holy and made it profane, and join with the world in its vulgar rituals. Do you not
remember when David had the Ark carried on the cart of an ox? I am exact in what I command as
worship to Me. Yet, you have created your own form of worship and honor to Me, you have brought
down what is holy, like that day – for they did it according to how they saw fit 2Sam 6: 1-7 . You say,
‘oh, but we can glorify your name in it! We can share Jesus Christ to all in this thing called Christmas.’ I
ask, can one offer sacrifice to Baal and at the same time witness to the world Christ?”
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What Do You Believe?
If I were to ask those who say they believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior, ‘What do you believe?’ How
would you answer? If I were to ask, ‘Why do you believe this?’ What would you say? If I were to ask,
‘How do you know that you believe is true?’ Could you answer?
Why I ask is more for our own reflection and check so we may take a look at the why/how and what it is
we believe what we believe. Often, we believe in Jesus out of what are taught and told and it just
becomes part of us. We do, because it has always been done, we live this way or that way because this
is what we have been told by others. I think that this can be good for certain things but not so much if it
is the foundation of our belief system. In the day where information on anything can be accessed at the
press of a keyboard button, we run the risk of allowing this second hand information to be what we base
our faith upon and it can become our dependency that we mistakenly call our spiritual food. Then our
reading, the praying we do, the study of the bible are largely conducted under the influence of others –
rather than on our own personal seeking of God. I do not say that to follow, listen and believe what
others say is wrong in and of themselves but that we need to be careful they are in their proper place
and not instead of our own personal quest. I emphasize that our walk as a believer and follower of
Christ is first individual and of personal pursuit where we set out to learn who He is for ourselves. We
open the pages of scripture and search them like there is treasures to be found. Dialoguing with our
Creator in what we read and doing what we hear to do. We find regular time where we sit with Him in
prayer, telling Him our heart, and desiring to hear His where He opens the pages of His Book to reveal
the light of His truth. We learn the mystery He unveils and begin to mine it like a treasure laden cave,
the mystery being ‘Christ in you – the Hope of Glory’ Col 1:27. If you have not yet resonated with this
mystery, even to a small degree, this may be good indication that there has been a dependence upon
man to tell you what only God can. But then again, I may be just speaking my own ‘take’ on the things
of God, right? How do you know what I say is correct? And this is my point, I pray that we understand
that it is up to each of us to learn and seek after God for ourselves careful to not allow the middle man
to do our work for us, amen.
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Good Works & Dead Works
Dead works produces legalism. And, legalism produces dead works. What are ‘dead works? They are works
done NOT in the Spirit of God. They can be done consciously or out of habit usually out of obligation in order to
‘comply’ with Christian standard. They are motivated by the natural flesh.
When we are saved by faith we learn that no amount of works can earn the forgiveness of sins we receive nor
that we could work for attaining Salvation. See Ephes 2:8. Faith that is given by God is alive because it is found in
His Spirit. Heb 11. Faith will motivate us to do works that God calls us to do. He, the Spirit, convicts and awakens
us so we might do things that He desires us to do or not do. We learn in scripture that God desires our obedience
rather than our sacrifices as He declares, ‘it is better to obey then sacrifice.’ To give to God offerings and
sacrifices is generally an easy thing to do, it requires little effort and more importantly accountability. Jesus
mentioned the woman who ‘gave all she had’ and how this was a good work. See Mark 12:41-44. I believe this is
a good illustration of dead works and good works. The widow gave out of her need, where the others gave out of
their wealth. It costs nothing to give what we already have, but when we give out of our own stores, where we
will feel the hit – this is what God looks for. The implication is not only about money but also about our position
towards God.
There are arguments to denounce any work to be done, under the guise of grace but I believe this conflicts with
scripture, simply look for reference to ‘good works’ in the bible to reveal otherwise. For to be filled with the Holy
Spirit and NOT have good works would be contrary to God! Gal 5:22-26.
The writer to the Hebrews explains that the ‘foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God’
is considered the basics of what it means to be a follower of Christ. See Heb 6:1-3. Jesus rebukes dead works in
Revelation 3:1. Faith will die and is dead without works James 2:17. For works to be alive, and considered good
in God’s eyes must be done in Spirit and truth which is an act of worship and what God looks for. See John 4:2324. This is where I believe there need to be scrutiny. Not just to dissect our motive, but to understand the
difference of doing things out of our flesh or by what the Spirit produces in us. We can be seen as the most
sincere, dedicated and the most gentle godly person going but can possibly doing all we do out of dead works.
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Desperate for Rest?
When a person who professes to be a Christian and continues in their sin and to love the world they are
in pride. Pride is when self is placed on the throne. I will do, I will have, I will seek – for me. We are our
worst enemy for we, as believers in Christ who allow this to be true in our lives, will be stunted and lack
as a witness for God. In fact, we hurt His testimony. Our issue is not necessarily sin, but is more about
our flesh. Sin needs our flesh to participate with it for it to be effective (to create bondage) and because
we do not lay down our flesh we cannot pick up Christ (at the same time) to learn from Him (to walk in
His freedom) and why we remain in our blinded bound state. Jesus gives us this promise in Matthew 11;
‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.’ Notice though, there are conditions to this promise. We must take His
yoke and we must watch Him and learn from Him. What is a yoke? A yoke is a fitting for a so-called
beast of burden that would be placed around the neck of one or more animals like an ox for example.
This fitting was placed around the neck in order to allow the animal or animals for the purpose of pulling
loads and typically consisted of a curved piece of wood with leather straps as a binding which would
allow them to draw a plough or a cart or any other type of weight. So the yoke was a tool placed upon
the animal in order for them to do the work to be done. In the same way, Jesus is instructing us, that we
must place the yoke of God upon us, so we may do the work that He desires for us – which in turn gives
us rest for our souls. The large part of the work that we are to do, is lay aside self and in fact we are to
reckon ourselves no longer to be alive, but dead. Romans 6:11-12. In other words we are to stop living
to please our flesh and all its desires, insecurities, needs, hopes and dreams. No longer to serve our love
for pleasure. We can do this – ONLY in the power of Jesus, which means we must walk in how He
instructs us to, which is also considered part of the yoke we wear. What I see more often than not, is
people taking the first of this scripture and leaving the rest which is ‘Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy laden and I will give you rest,’ they come to Jesus but continue to love sin and the world,
expecting God to give rest! Where in reality we will never experience freedom that Christ has bought
for us when we approach in this haphazard way. But rather we are to understand that we are in the
battle of our lives with our very own flesh, and must persist to not live for it any longer, no matter how
loud it screams at us! Luke 9:23. This is not a prayer request we make, or ask others to pray about, it is
a command. It is the only entry into the narrow way that Jesus has told us is our road. Matt 7:13-14.
“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” John 8:36
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And The Answer To Life’s Problems is….
Perhaps you are in a very hard and troubling place and there is pressure coming from all sides. You just
don’t see any way out and so goes your sinking heart. What if I told you there is a way out, but it’s not
what you think. It’s the way that Jesus wants to take all of us, yet I am afraid to say, so very few can
grasp His directions. You will get His peace, you will find rest for your soul and even answers to what it
is you need to do, but it comes with a cost. This cost is what most are not willing to invest. Read on and
see if you are up to the challenge! The key is to no longer look at the troubles, the mess, the source of
worry or any of what has a grip upon your life as the problem. For in truth, these are only the symptoms
of the actual problem. The point is- always Jesus- in the lives for all believers and we run into many
troubles when we take our eyes and hearts off of Him. When I say this I don’t mean merely looking and
thinking of Jesus but more about determining to immerse ourselves - all we know how, into Him so that
He becomes our all in all. From experience I know that when faced with difficult and challenging times,
there is no better time than to set out on such a journey, in discovering Jesus Christ like never
before! We must understand and get it into our brains that this journey is not about fixing the problem,
though we do find resolution through the process. Instead, it is one about adjusting ourselves so we
may navigate through the situation with God. I guarantee you, that if you follow through in what I am
saying, you will never be the same and will learn a great and valuable truth in dealing with this thing
called life.
To begin, there must be a change of mindset, in that all the energy that you have in thought, word and
deed you will invest it in seeking Jesus determining to not stop so that you will find Him. Your success
will depend upon a true heart that desires to know God. It will fall flat if you still have a motive (above
this) that just wants to find escape from your troubles. If this is true, then this will not work for you and
you will not have the stamina to persevere. This change is what is also called repentance. Repentance
is when we turn from the natural way of thinking, doing and being that involves our senses which are
always 'me' orientated and to turn to God and His way of truth.
Think of your life as a table, and on top of this table is full and heaped of clutter – which represents your
issues, troubles, stress etc. Some of it is smelling horribly! Some of it is spilling onto the floor for the
sheer volume and you can’t make sense of it anymore for there is just too much to sort through! Now
take your arm and sweep off the table to remove all the clutter that is upon it right now in mental
assent. You are telling yourself that no longer are you going to let the clutter dictate and dominate
you. Then, place the Bible upon your table, the posture of prayer, a notebook and get ready to
begin! Reserve time in your day where you will pray, don’t be dogmatic about it, but instead find the
time and make the time where you would have normally given elsewhere, to seek God, to sit with
Him. In your prayers, do not ask for resolution. Do not seek God at all for any of what has gripped
you. Seek Him like you actually want to get to know Him, if you don’t have that desire, ask Him to give
you the desire. The desire to love Him like He desires us to, to seek Him like He desires us to and the
desire to learn of who He is. Ask Him who He is. Tell Him that you want to learn more about Him. Dive
into the bible to read it like it is His love letter just for you. Ask Him to reveal Himself to you as you read
and what He wants you to learn. Be ready to write things down as you read. Maybe questions you may
have or certain scriptures that have especially touched you. I believe that as Christians our downfall is
when we do not consider our pursuit of God as importantly as it is, and is deeply neglected or worse yet
non-existent. Jesus spoke about this when Martha was so very troubled (stressed out) over the issues of
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life and said that to sit at His feet to listen to His Words is the better and needed thing in our lives, see
Luke 10:39-42.
OK, this sounds all good but there still remains the unpaid bills, the bullying and abuse being
experienced, the depression that looms, the cancer being faced and all the rest of the stresses of
life. We are not denying these things, we are just disciplining ourselves to put them in the right order
and perspective. So now think of your clutter, that you have swept off of the table as with each sweep
you are committing ALL of it to God. You are resigning from the position of CEO on all of your affairs
and now giving the position to God and He is in charge of it all. In this, you ready yourself for your new
position and that is to take His orders in what He wants you to do (and not do). Let’s stop here and
really think about this one. If it is no longer your problem, and now is God’s there must be a mind shift
and this is going to take the act of your will. You will have to stop your normal reactions and thoughts
and submit to God. Okay a clear visual of this would be say you get slapped in the face every day, and
every day, you slap the person back and a fight is ensued. You both are battered and bruised and hate
each other more then the day before. This time when you are slapped you stop and submit to God, by
not reacting as per usual. There may not be any bells and whistles going off or any miracles from above
except one thing, you say in your mind and heart, ‘Lord, I give this to you, I will submit to you so I may
do as you tell me.’ The Spirit of God is upon you, and the situation because you submitted to Him, it is
under His authority, because you gave it to Him. At the same time you are actually resisting the devil,
for he wants you to choose violence, so in this the devil has to flee from the situation that means the
power (over you) he has had normally is no longer there. Though you do not see with your eyes, great
things are being done because of your obedience, see James 4:6-8. God works powerfully when we are
humble and surrender to Him. James 4:10 1 Peter 5:5. Too many times I think we as Christians go off
on the path to be vindicated and it looks justifiable and even noble, but is not what God asks. Being
right, or restoring rights is not for us to be about doing. Seeking God is. There are many examples in the
bible where God’s own people were terribly treated by clearly evil hands. And for a good portion of
them they were there because God was desiring to accomplish something and used the evil for His
purpose. We can never know what God is doing, look at Job he never found out the conversation God
had with Satan and the higher purpose God had reserved for his torment. Job 1. Joseph understood
that his suffering was for a great purpose. Gen 50:19-20. If we really look at our situations as being
God’s problem then we no longer need to get angry, worry and fear right? This is where the work that
gets hard for yes, we no longer pick those up to be part of our process. We literally put faith in that God
is in charge and He has seen and sees all things that are happening to us and He will handle it according
to His way, and that He gives us all what we are in need of as we first seek Him; Matt 6:33. When we
submit the wrongdoing to Him- every part, we make our ear and heart ready to hear what He says, and
will direct us to do part of which means we look for what God says in the bible regarding the matter. I
remember when I set out on this journey for the first time, in handling a situation that just seemed to
never go away. I was quite surprised in what God told me to do. He told me to forgive. I thought to
myself, ‘what?’ because I honestly thought that the person needed to be the one who God needed to
deal with. After a bit of back and forth, I did forgive. Then, as time went on, the same thing again in the
same situation, God tells me to forgive! So I did. Nothing seemed to be changing in my circumstance,
and lo and behold I am yet hit again, and God tells me to forgive. I did. Each time my heart was broke
but chose not to let my heart determine anything to do as God wanted. It was there that there was
something that broke in the spirit and I felt a true release and freedom I had never had in this place. I
was no longer bound, and the situation that seemed to be a plague all my life, lifted from me – yet in an
odd way, nothing really changed! Well, it was me that changed. And that thing that seem to have its
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grip upon me, does not bother me no matter how much it continues as it always has. I learned in the
midst of this that it was I that needed to repent (to turn from how I always thought and reacted) and
look to God. Though I was not at fault I realized the importance of being humble and He showed me
where I had some adjustments that were needed as well as the removal of distorted mindsets. I have
learned and am still learning that no matter what it is we are facing be it trials, torments, and tribulation
are never to be what we set our heart, mind or spirit upon. And that the good and right place is to run
to God, seeking Him for all our needs. Though it is important to never allow our needs to become our
preoccupation, I believe that we must be specific in how we ask God in certain circumstances and that
to seek in the right order - otherwise we ask amiss as James refers to in: James 4:2-4. I also think that
when we search to know Jesus with no other motive, then we begin to learn and understand that Jesus
Christ IS our need and 'our needs' become less and less. May Jesus be our world, for He is our way, our
truth and our life. Let Him find you as you seek Him to lead you in and out of life’s issues in peace
righteousness and joy. Rom 14:17.
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Worship in Spirit & Truth
Our worship according to the New Covenant has nothing at all to do with this world or with the works of
our flesh. We do not worship out of obligation. We do not worship to gain acceptance by God. We do
not worship because it is emotionally soothing for us. We do not worship specific to a certain day, nor
do we go to this place or that place in order to worship. Yet this is how a great deal of Christians
worship God. Jesus explains what kind of worship that is accepted and desired by God when he spoke
these words,
“Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” John 4:21-24
Jesus also reminded his audience what God looks for when He said this,
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,
And honor Me with their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ Matt 15: 8-9
God looks not for our words, though wonderful, nor our beautiful songs we sing as well as any outward
act we can do AS our worship but He looks into our heart that will reveal the truth of our love and
devotion to Him.
Today our bodies are vessels that we worship God with – and this is daily, as our lifestyle. For we are
temples for the Living God and with our bodies and lives do we now offer to Him our worship 1 Cor
6:19-21. Each time we lay down a part of our lives (flesh) to crucify it, we offer to God our sacrifice.
Giving thanks and praising Him always is our worship Phil 4:4.
Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, [a]giving
thanks to His name. Heb 13:15
Obeying what we know to be right according to His word is worship 1 Sam 15:22. The object of our
worship is always God, to please Him and not ourselves in what we like or don’t like. We sing to the
Lord out of our hearts to give Him honor and glory due His name. Our motivation is out of thankful
hearts that desire to bring pleasure to Him. How easy is it to have our worship become what we desire
and don’t, what we enjoy or don’t. The kind of worship God wants the world (unbelieving) will want
nothing to do with, nor will they understand it. When those who are unbelieving partake in ‘worship’ I
am more prone to look at what is considered worship a little more closely for how can this be? How can
a man who has not the Holy Spirit worship according to what God seeks, which is ‘in Spirit and truth’?
These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
1 Cor 2:13-14
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God made very detailed specification regarding the Tabernacle, the Priestly duties, and the objects of
worship and how to conduct the sacrifices and offerings. He did not leave any room for any to make
their own protocol, see Exodus 25-31. Is God different today regarding worship?
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Heb 13:8
To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Rev 1:6
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Sin's Needless Saga Among Us
I think that we as believer’s in Jesus Christ have far too great of a sin problem in and among us, don’t
you? The churches are full of all kinds’ scandals of sin. Christian books, conferences and retreats are in
great abundance on the subject of our issues and problems that stem from sin. Mental illness plagues
believers in the same numbers as among the non-believing. Why is this? I would guess that it is
because of not understanding the sin issue and what Jesus has done for us regarding it first and
foremost. Then there is a complacency regarding sin, almost like a sense of immunity that comes from
false teaching and being ignorant regarding the power of sin, and its effect upon all who would engage
with it. Jesus broke the power of sin over all who trust Him as Lord and Savior. But this power does not
automatically go into effect once we say ‘I do.’ While we receive the forgiveness of sins upon our
confession of faith in Him, we must appropriate His work of freedom from the bondage of sin daily.
When we put ourselves close enough to sin, we will be drawn in by it, like a magnet. A magnet has no
force upon a steel object unless the object gets close enough to it. Our part is to keep away from the
closeness of sin so the force of it will not easily lay hold of us. We enter in all sin through being
tempted - and temptation is not a sin and God does not do the tempting. James 1:12-15. Wherever
there is temptation to sin, there is always a way of escape from it. 1 Cor 10:12-14. We will run into
problems when we do not live proactively, which is to be aware, alert and understand that there are
lures and traps all around and what sin actually is. 1 Peter 5:8. I am amazed at the arguments on what
qualifies as sin and what does not, that is another subject in itself and I sidetrack. Moving on, these
traps usually aren’t offensive to us and instead they will be pleasing, delightful, full of all kinds of
pleasures we would enjoy. When we are not on our guard we put ourselves at risk in following through
to commit the sin that calls out to us. Prov 4:14-17. We may not take notice as we enter into sin’s
territory for it is often subtle in decent and we mistakenly take the ‘silence’ of any rebuke to mean we
are doing okay in the eyes of God. Though the conviction of the Spirit is present many of us dismiss this
to be nothing and when we waffle around enough, it will eventually fade away. This is how we walk in
deception and unfortunately most go about their lives this way oblivious to sins consequences, which is
reaping corruption. Our minds, heart and body become corrupted and will be revealed in some way or
another for it is the law of sowing and reaping. Gal 6:7-8. When faced with turmoil, conflict or some
kind of negative happenstance there is the usual reaction which is to pray and ask God to do this, or do
that so all will be well again and will be absolutely no thought of any self-examination in light of the
Word of God and what He says. Why is this? There is a false sense of security placed upon spiritualized
platitudes and scripture ‘promises’ and they nullify responsibility we have concerning sin in our lives.
James 4:8 1 John 3:3. Just quote scriptures as the mantra of one’s choice because all who believe in
Jesus are covered ‘under His blood’ after all, then continue on YOUR way. I call this the plastic gospel,
for it looks so good and appealing and certainly will grab the crowd’s attention. Of course it will,
because there is no cost to anyone who signs up for it this side of heaven and that is its appeal. In truth
to go in this way will be at the cost of our very soul!
What is troubling is that those who could benefit from reading this or anything else that speaks on this
subject, will not because it does not have any appeal, indication of what I say is true. May the Lord open
the blind eyes and pierce the hardened hearts with the truth of His Word!
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The Truth of the Double Minded
It is written, man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of His mouth Matt
4:4. How many rely on the bread of this world, to satisfy their spirit? They seek to be justified in the
eyes of man, yet cry out to God for help and blessing. They follow after the lusts of their eyes and
hearts and live to fulfill the pride of their lives and dare to get angry at God who would 'allow such
suffering' in the world! 1 John 2:15-16. These are a people who live within two minds being double
minded. They have a mind for God but they live for themselves. They are not moved by the Spirit but
by their feelings and lusts. As they do, they move into darkness and see the darkness as light for they
adjust to it. Matt 6:21-23. Their eye has become darkened and they do not see the evil that they
surround themselves by. They do not realize the voices that they pay heed to are of the evil one 1 John
5:18-19. They do not crave to hear of the Spirit who will pierce their hearts and bring them to their
knees – which is the place where all who are called by the name of the Lord readily goes (2 Cor 7:9-10)
because they know nothing of repentance nor of a humble and contrite heart and even balk at those
who walk this way before their God. They love the darkness and despise the light and will fight for rights
that the world fights for John 3:18-20. They are slaves to the god of this world, and call themselves
Christian Rom 6:16. They are empty and have a craving to be filled with Satan’s bread and detest the
true manna that comes from the God, the creator of all things John 6:35-40. For these ones seek to
grow in their flesh, to fill it with all that it cries for, while those who are true to God seek to cast off their
flesh to deny its desires so they may be filled with more of the Spirit of Life Romans 6. They seek to
move away from all that is of this world to separate themselves so they walk in the holiness of God 1
Peter 1:15-16.
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be
given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven
and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:5-8
The love of sin is the root of ALL evil. What is Sin? Rebellion to God’s Word. Lawlessness. Living and
doing against God as one who is His enemy. Living to gratify the flesh and for friendship with the world.
Romans 8:6-8 James 4:4. Beware of your relationship that you have with sin. For to live in freedom is to
be dead to sin so it will not have its former power over you. This is the work of grace that the Son gives
all who are His and will follow after Him. You cannot practice in the deeds of sin, and love the Son at the
same time. You will love one, and hate the other. Sin will always rule to win, in a life that would seek
after other than God. Sin will always take over for the Spirit of God does not compete in such games
men play. For He will have nothing to do with sin, except to assist to kill it in souls that desire to die to
self and the world. He will not agree nor will He walk alongside anyone who chooses to walk in sin. Be
not deceived, for God is not mocked! The very power of God that raised Christ our Lord from the dead
gives us freedom over the power of sin, and is up to us to walk out from under sin, into His marvelous
light. Do not love the darkness any longer and walk in the way of right! A narrow way indeed but where
true Life can only be found. Make certain you are not on the broad path, where comfort and pleasures
are sought for but no true peace will travel. For the true Peace will fill us with abundance and joy that
no one on earth could ever give for it is everlasting. Make haste to leave the dark that you lovingly
enjoy! Look at it for what it really is! Be no longer deceived by the love you have for this sin and turn
and run from it into the Jesus who is the Way, Truth & Life! John 14:6.
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What is the Good News Anyways?
We live in a day where faith professed by those who believe in Jesus Christ is not necessarily the faith as
described in the Bible. For the faith that is true and according to the Gospel of the Good News of the
Kingdom of God is rooted in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ 1 Cor 15:1-8.
The Good News contains much for all who would receive one being He made a way for man to escape
His wrath against sin, in the sacrifice of His Son who satisfied God for all those who would believe in Him
John 3:14-17. Now this alone is cause to be exceedingly glad but there is more!
Jesus’s first message explains what His mission was for us, who would believe and receive Him as Savior
and Lord when He said this:
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening
of the prison to those who are bound; Isaiah 61:1 & Luke 4:16-18. What is He speaking of here? He is
speaking of freeing us from the power that sin has on us. How do we live freed? By living no longer
according to our flesh or the carnal mind and world, but instead in the power of His Spirit which is by
faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. This is a battle that we must participate in to fight for success and victory,
and it involves the denying of ourselves, and crucifying our flesh – continually. Matt 16:24. The work
has been done by Jesus on our behalf, he defeated our enemy who kept us in bondage Rom 8:2. He has
allowed us to now be overcomers, where we may live victoriously and partake in His rest and peace and
unless we do battle daily to keep our flesh and all its lusts in temptation under subjection we will
continue to live defeated sickly lives tossed to and fro by the circumstances of our lives. It is an act of
our will and of faith. Our faith is increased as we read the Word of God and it is exercised as we put
what we read into practice Rom 10:17.
The Good News is not only about the gift of Salvation we receive but also it is about us partaking in the
true Life that Jesus gives us, as His new creations, born and lived by the Spirit in all its fullness 2 Cor
5:17. We cannot live new life, while still living according to the old -which involves our past (hurts,
habits), our flesh (living to please and comfort self) and the things of the world (its philosophy, culture
and acceptance). Yet for many their gospel is mere words in a statement of some sort of faith
professed.
To summarize, to be born again is fundamental to receiving (the good news) from God John 3:5-6 and
becoming a citizen of the Kingdom of God. This is where many do not enter, and remain as carnal
Christians. They can be devout and pious and of the sincerest of heart and even hold positions of pastor
and teacher and still remain dead in sin. This is a very hard saying for many, and often are offended by
this. So what is being born again really mean? It is when we die to our flesh, and live for and in Jesus
Christ which is to live in the Spirit of God. It is to no longer live for yourself. You no longer listen to Self,
Sin or Satan – to tell you how to live, but you now are subject to the Spirit to lead, and direct you
Romans 8:7, John 14:15-18, 14:26, John 15:26, John 16:13. Without the Spirit to dwell within us, we
cannot understand His ways nor His will 1 Cor 2:6-16 and cannot live abiding in Jesus John 15:1-10. We
must not be of the old and expect to receive anything from the new – that Jesus brings us Matt 9:1617. There must be a death, before we can receive the inheritance awaiting us Rom 7. We become the
temple for the Holy Spirit to dwell as we make room for Him 1 Cor 6:15-20. It is when we are born in
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this way that we are able to walk in confident assurance that as we walk in the light as He is in the light –
we may be in relationship with the Lord through His Holy Spirit, and will be cleansed by Jesus Christ’s
blood from all sin 1 John 1:7 and in this union as we confess to our Lord our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 1 John 1:9. In our lives as new creations we are
given God’s divine power in all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of Him
who called us by glory and virtue, by which we have been given exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these we may be partakers of the divine nature, as well as we have escaped the
corruption that sin and lust brings 2 Pet 1:1-4.
The Good News is full of hope and joy and is what the lost and dying world must hear. Equally so, we
must share the Good News within the lost and dying among what is called the church – but be warned,
there will be great opposition among this group – but was not Jesus treated so among His own? We
truly are in the last days.
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The Last Call
Oh the greatness of God! The wonder of Jesus Your Son – whom holds all your love! The fury of your
jealousy and the depths your mercy will go! You will leave no stone unturned, for You are the creator of
all things, and do not want one to perish. You assign to your own the mission to go and reach the least
of these, to give to them a cold drink in Your name, so they may be refreshed and come to their senses
– and see that You Are. Not only that you are, but that you are – FOR them. The foolishness of words
that fall out of ignorant mouths saying that you are cruel and full of hate, they do not know what they
say! You laugh at their foolish words, but laugh only so long, for you turn to each one in seriousness,
extending to them one more chance to surrender to the Love you are and that is found in your Son. For
You know the span of each ones days, and so you do not let them go without yet one more act of your
grace. For some, though only but a few, they do hear and fall down before you in complete surrender
and take up joy and peace in their last hour. They are ones who know the meaning of your love, mercy
and grace as you wipe every evil deed and thought they did all their lives, and grant to them a place in
your Kingdom, they hear your words now, ‘come, and enter in My rest I have for you in my love!’ Then
there are the rest, who hear your final call as like an annoying fly buzzing in their face so they shoo it
away in anger. For this is who you have become to them, an annoyance. With each time your voice was
spoken to them, they turned away and their hearts learned to hate – you. The host of hell made sure
that this was so and they were a willing partner with his schemes. You never will stop, with anyone –
calling to them to hear your invitation…. “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Matt 11:28-30.
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The Spirit is Life and the Word is everlasting
We are bodies of flesh where our flesh will always cry out to be fed. The food the flesh cries for is of this
world and rooted in sin. Our flesh is the house for sin to live and flourish. Jesus came to set us free
from our flesh and the power of sin that has a hold of us. He laid down His life, and we too must lay
down our lives – to kill it Rom 6:11. This is what He means when He says that we must deny ourselves,
and take up our cross daily. For we must daily nail this flesh to the cross. Matt 16:24.
The Word, who is Jesus (John 1:1-5) does not abide in the flesh, but in the Spirit. Since this is true, we
must as believers in Jesus Christ, make our habitation with our God, not in our flesh but in Spirit and in
Truth as God desires John 4:23-24, where we become temples for Him to dwell 1 Cor 6:19-20 2 Cor
6:16. For our flesh is finite, and cannot accommodate the Word of God because He is everlasting:
having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives
and abides forever, because
“All flesh is as grass,
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,
But the word of the Lord endures forever.”
Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 1 Peter 1:23-24
To the degree that we throw off our flesh, is how much we are able to receive the things of the Spirit &
Truth. To live according to our carnal minds we are blinded against the truth of God so we cannot hear
what the Spirit teaches nor discern what is of the Spirit 1 Pet 1:2-9.
But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one
knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor
2:10-14
Our spirit increases in the Spirit of God as we, our flesh decreases which will be evident to us and where
we do not need question or doubt our position in the Lord. Col 2:1-3, 1 Thess 1:2-10. We move in His
Power, so we may overcome in the battle of sin and our flesh 1 John 3:9, 1 John 5:4. We testify Jesus
Christ by our example 1 Pet 1:1-3 1 Pet 2:12 Rev 12:11. By His Spirit, we are able to love God with all our
heart, mind and soul and grow in our faith in Him in obedience and holiness. By His Spirit we separate
ourselves from what is of the world and our desire becomes less and less for it. Why and how is
this? Because by His Spirit He writes His laws in our hearts and gives us a new heart that would desire
the things of God and to obey them Heb 8:10.
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Where does this leave us? To make it our mission to understand and walk in who we really are: We are
a people who are filled with the Spirit of the Living God, who can access God directly in prayer, have
fellowship with Him and offer Him (acceptable) worship. We are given all good things pertaining to life
and godliness 2 Pet 1:3-4. We are beacons to and for the world. For life in Jesus Christ, is not about usour needs our problems our issues! It is about us, living IN CHRIST. When our life becomes – IN
Christ, we are no longer living for ourselves which is in the flesh and according to this world, but for
Christ where He becomes our all in all Col 1:15-18. And this truly is Good! Amen!
for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also
His offspring.’ Acts 17:28
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption 1 Cor 1:30
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ Romans
5:1
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The Widow and the Two Mites Retold
Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who
were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So
He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in
more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out
of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”
Mark 12:41-44
The Widow and the two mites retold:
She arose from sleep and pulled the warm blankets off of her to start her day while it was yet still
dark. Her aching bones protest so she begins rubbing them, bending them to encouraging them to
participate with her. They pained her so, but she paid no mind to them for today was a very special day,
she was going to the Temple. She loved the days when she made the journey there though it not too
often, they were the days she most remembers over the year. Though she would not be able to enter in
to listen to the writings be spoken she would always hope to hear discussions going on among the
people on the outside. Though she speaks very little in these discussions, she has learned a great deal in
these times. In the few occasions she is asked what her thoughts are she would feel in her heart Gods
warmth stirring in her to bubble up out of her mouth to speak, and the faces of them who listened to
her would be amazed for they were not expecting such understanding and knowledge she
revealed! Her husband has long since passed and she is quite used to living on her own, though it
difficult some days, she has learned to go to bed hungry with a grateful heart, for she knows that as she
meditates on the words written they bring her great delight and satisfaction and she no longer thinks of
her empty belly. Just last night she sat at her table, singing songs to her God with all she had filling the
time that would have been for eating her evening meal. They never did have children, she long since
made peace with this and has counted herself blessed because she has been able to be mother to many
who have needed one. Though she does not have much, she always seemed to have something that
she could share will any who were in need. She would treat each one as her own child, with love and
kindness. She would tell them of her God and how He is her provider, as well as what He has instructed
all who are His children to be and do. For those who came into her home she poured into them all she
had to give and they were like sickly birds with their mouths open wide to be fed, their hungry souls, and
when they left her haven it was like they were given special direction (just for them) and a love and
reverence for God they never had.
She is all packed, for the night before she had put her things together so there would be no need to
waste any time in the morning. It would take close to half a day to walk, for the young it would take
much less as it once did for her, but now she must respect her old body and walk in the pace that is
comfortable for her. Though she is coming to terms with the understanding that this may be her last
time, for it is becoming increasingly hard. But for today, she thinks it nothing of the discomfort that lies
ahead in comparison to the joy she has in visiting the Holy Temple. She wraps up her last piece of bread
that she specially saved for this day, for she would need the nourishment it will give her. She will eat
half today, and the rest tomorrow on her way home. She is so thankful to have her lifelong friend who
lives in the city and where she will stay overnight. They always have so much to catch up on and she so
enjoys the bond they formed in how they share their love for God. This alone gives her strength to
persevere in her long arduous trek ahead. She leaves while the small village is still fast asleep and listens
to the orchestra of crickets singing they too have joy in them she muses and smiles. She has made it
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her habit to greet all she comes in contact with along the way, and this always adds to her journey extra
time spent, but one nevertheless important to her. She offers them her blessing and goes on her way
and in doing so it always seems to make her journey shorter for in no time she is at her halfway mark
where she will rest and put her feet up and eat her first meal in a long while. It is a place where many
travelers stop to rest and she enjoys sitting with the different people and families. She always speaks
words to them that encourage them, and they leave with a renewed strength and sense of purpose. For
the old woman was becoming known and some would hope she would be there when they made their
stop just so they could hear her cheerful stories, her insightful truths and personal counsel she may have
for them. This time, there was only one person who sat resting. He was a young man who had been
traveling for days, he was going back to his home town, as his parents were no longer alive and only his
sister was left. He got word that she was in desperate need of help for her betrothed had suddenly died
and she was all alone. He would go get her and she would live under his roof. As she sat with him she
listened to him intently and gave her usual wise counsel and she noticed that he was not eating. She
realized that he had run out of his provision and had not eaten for a couple of days. She opened up her
carefully wrapped bread and asked him if he would like to eat it as she had eaten enough already and
would like to share the rest with him. He did not let on to her that he had no food, for he was ashamed
to admit that he just did not think that far ahead and that the journey would have taken so long. He was
so glad that she offered and he gratefully accepted her kindness to him. They talked a little bit more
and then both said their good byes and left their separate ways. She looked up into heaven and thanked
the Lord for this man and his love and kindness he has for his sister and began slowly walking to
continue her journey. She was hungry but she refused to let her mind think about this and instead
looked at the beauty around her drinking this in as her food, for as she walked she truly saw that God is
the greatest artist there ever was. In the last few miles a caravan of traders came by and one kind man
and his wife offered her a ride on their cart to which she accepted with many thanks, they gave her a
portion of their meal and some drink. God is good to her she quietly worships Him as she eats. She had
not realized how tired she was, and fell asleep and the next thing she knew the kind couple were gently
rousing her for they had reached their destination. She jumped up and apologized for being such poor
company, blessed them and they parted ways. She could see the Temple now and she sped her pace in
her excitement. She thinks back to when her husband would recite portions of Isaiah to her, she
marveled at his love and memory for what he heard in his visits to the Temple. He would sit under the
teachers and be like a sponge to drink in what was being read and then recite to her the precious
words. She misses those days where she had the written word in such measure, now she must find men
she esteems to be God fearing and who will share with her the wealth of the riches they receive – which
is becoming sparse for her as she is often dismissed and forgotten about. She is so very thankful that
she has memorized the words of Isaiah long ago, for in her early widowhood, they were words that filled
her with such hope and joy and even today her heart skips a beat when she meditates on them: “The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening
of the prison to those who are bound;” Oh how many times she recited these words. She awaits Him
who will bring deliverance to her and her people. Now approaching the outer court she notices that
today it seems something special is going on, she can feel it. She looks around and sees a small crowd
and a man speaking to them. She can’t help to overhear his words, for they are very clear and with such
authority, is he a new teacher she wonders? She hears these words: “Beware of the scribes, who desire
to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the
best places at feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will
receive greater condemnation.” She could not help but to gasp for He has spoken out what she already
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knew in her heart but dared not speak it. How many times she came here and saw these certain men
taking what was not theirs to take. She saw with her own eyes the greed they walked in as she watched
her good friend who has since died, give to these men her entire estate because they told her that their
prayers for her were worth all the money in the world! She was going through such difficulty when her
husband passed, and just seemed to not be able to adjust. How many times she tried to counsel her in
the way of God and what she knew Him to be for the poor and lonely for her own life would testify this,
but her friend would have none of it, she wanted what these men promised her. Once she signed over
her home, she was forced to leave and died not long after. And here this man is speaking words and in
her heart she rejoiced for there was something about Him that she is drawn to that awakens her
heart. The commotion got to be too much and she was crowded out and so she turned and thought it
be a good time for her to give her offerings. She put her hand in her secret pocket she had specially
sewn to hold her coins. She did not feel them and suddenly alarm gripped her as she began to pat in all
her clothes looking in case it may have slipped out. Nothing. She sat down on the bricks nearby and
began to recollect the last hours. After calming her mind, she was able to remember that she had
intended to put the coins in her secret pocket but got distracted and never did and they were in her
travel bag, where she had last placed them. She was relieved to remember this but scorned herself for
being so careless. She reached in her bag and was so glad to pull out her last two mites. She had set
them aside for this time and was so glad she did. She did not think about the fact that they were all she
had, she looked at it as being her privilege to give all she has and that she has something to give. For
her joy is to give to the things of God and would have it no other way. She waits for the two men ahead
of her counting out loud their generous gift and then they slowly were dropping it into the treasury. It is
her turn she places her two mites in and turns to leave and is met with indignant stares from the two
previous donors, her head drops as she realizes that what she has given really won’t count for much and
is ashamed of her lack and quickly walks away. She gathers her things and does not linger as usual, for
she feels the need to just leave this place. She thinks it strange as she has prepared and looked forward
for this visit for a good while, but in light of her last few moments she agrees that it is time to leave.
She is saddened in heart, as she walks away she is lost in her thoughts when she is gently tapped on her
shoulder, She looks up, and it is that man she heard! She lifts her eyes to His eyes and He speaks these
words to her, ‘Woman, do not be discouraged for your heart is before My Father in heaven! What you
have given He has received and is very pleased. For you have given him what most know nothing of,
and that is out of your need. You have shown Him what it is you treasure and He receives your
worship. He takes great joy and delight in all who give out of their need, where it will cost them. He
sees that you are hungry and that you lack in many things but in this you are very rich in His love. Be at
peace for you are counted as blessed.’ She begins to weep, and as He wipes away her tears, she feels
her body stand straighter than ever before and the pain she had is no longer. Today she has been
touched by the Hand of God and He takes her hand and they walk together and He continues to speak,
this time He tells of how the temple will be destroyed, and then raised again in 3 days! She understands
that He is speaking of something far deeper than it appears and continues to listen intently to His every
word.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matt 6:21
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A Psalm to the Lord
Who am I?
But Yours
Who are You?
But mine
I shall have no other want
Except for You
For You are my need.
I am nothing
Apart from You
I am Your special possession
in You
Your breath is upon me
and You whisper in my ear
For You are always near
Oh thank you for the grace you give
You have set me free!
I am alive
Because You live in me!
How can this be?
Through the Blood of Jesus
And His Victory!

107

How would you describe your Christian Fellowship?
What is fellowship? Is it coming into a body of people, sitting to listen to a message and saying a few
‘how are yous?’ over a cup of quick coffee after the service what you would qualify as Christian
fellowship? Or what about when you meet with a small group once a week around bible study and
prayer, is this fellowship? These certainly could all be aspects of what Christian fellowship is but I don't
believe to be the core value. In fact I believe it to be far greater than how we see and treat it and that
we as the Church, who are the body of believers called Saints of God, our meeting together is more of a
continual thing which is to become our lifestyle in how we relate one to another. Sadly the fellowship
practiced in most Christian circles is more about ‘not forsaking the assembling’ as a rule to follow as per
instructed by the Pastor rather than a need we each have and where it has become more of a social
filling, rather than an spiritual one. True spiritual fellowship that we are called to is inspired by the Holy
Spirit Himself and is an essential need for our spiritual health, development and growth firstly as well as
our physical well-being. Yet, this is unknown and not understood to a great deal of the believing
body. Each of us who are actively living our faith, will feel His stir within to not only desire to meet with
each other, but we will crave it - and we don't need to rely on manufactured lures (or threats) to entice
us to gather. For we have a living message in us, that must be shared and will also have an insatiable
desire to hear from Him, through others. For we are a people with ‘Living Waters’ within us John
7:38. Our meetings are also for the nurture and growth of those who are new in the faith so they be
encouraged, inspired and edified in the word of God. This is an intentional construct to forging a bond
with one another not just in our meeting times, but in our daily lives. We are to be involved in one
another’s lives in the love of God where we continue to share and speak of Him. Too often this is not so,
for you have a people who are quite spiritual in their talk and presentation in their meetings and then
when meeting outside of these the name of God is hardly if at all mentioned and even in some cases
where there is ungodly talk and behavior practiced without a thought!
We can be committed to Sunday service, be faithful servants in the various church ministries, and attend
regular prayer and bible studies – and be void of the Christian fellowship that the Body of Christ must
have with one another. What is heartbreaking is you will have husbands and wives and their children be
faithful attendees but when they come home they do not continue to fellowship in Christ with one
another. As we continue to live our separate lives in disconnect with one another and of the living God
we somehow consider ourselves to be part of His church. The heart does not take a break from relating
to the rest of the body so how is it we do? Or the heart does not stop giving the rest of the body its
‘heart’ knowledge, or does not inform the rest of the body when it hurts – no! The whole body will do
all it can to help the heart.
I have witnessed this, and lived like this for a good part my Christian life, to see how one can be part of a
‘fellowship’ within a large group, and small groups – to know that this is not right and does not fit with
what God calls us. For the result is a sickly half dying group stumbling around in things they should not
be and expecting to be ‘fixed’ or ‘blessed’ by God when they come together in what they call fellowship.
I know I am not alone when I share this heart cry I have, for I believe it is not mine alone, but the Spirit
of God in me:
“Who will find me? Who looks for me, to find me? Do they not see I am missing from their fold? Do they
not feel the void? I long for them every day- I feel the pain of their absence continually. My love for them
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cries out for them – so I may embrace them and care for them and for them to lay hold of me to love
me.”
May God give us fresh revelation into His heart of the importance of true Christian fellowship so we may
be His Body who never sleeps but is always awake because we have each other to steadfastly and
continually live our lives out according to His Word - Amen!
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. Acts 2:42
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7
Related: His Body- The Church
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God’s Army
God……
You give to us the way to walk and in some places where we are trapped you provide the way of our
escape. You give to us your grace to walk through walls. You are able to show us to our safety, from the
power of man, sin and Satan. Though you do not take us from the world, you bring us to walk on your
own roads. On these roads we are able to endure what man may inflict upon us so your name would be
glorified. Where we are able and ready to lay down our lives. This is the power you give us, power in
pain, not power from pain. You harden our flesh skin as we give it up to you, refusing to let it dictate to
us. You grant to us the divine and we clothe ourselves in this costly cloak and we walk in our freedom,
though man puts his chains upon us. Though they impart the torture of evil upon our bodies, we are
free and live in your joy, and this is our strength.
Thinking out loud:
This is what is called the overcoming life. We overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the Word of our
testimony. The Blood and the Word Rev 11:12. It is not about our – lives, our ‘examples,’ our anything,
for it is never about us. We often seek to find what ‘our purpose’ is and so many questioning there even
making into a religion…your destiny…..your work…..God’s favor on YOU.....finding His purposes
specifically for YOU. The dangers of this is we become ME focused in light of God. Where in contrast,
the more we seek to let loose the flesh the freer we become to walk on water with Jesus, for we will not
have the weight of our flesh that will always threaten us and cause us to sink. We should stay away
from any form of self-pleasing, man pleasing instead to strive to become solely God pleasing. For then
we are able to walk on the high hills that God will take us, because we are able to hear Him giving us His
direction. We will not listen to all the reasons logically and practically why we SHOULD NOT do what we
KNOW God wants us to do. We will not consult man in our affairs, but God.
Pride is the root we must lay our axe to. It is one where we must be like diligent farmers who scour
their field continually for the roots and weeds of pride and quickly rid them of our field. This will require
us to come before God with a humble heart that desires to see our pride. Pride is extremely selfdeceptive – for anyone who walks in this, will not ever call themselves prideful – as a sin. They will
rather call it self-confidence, self-assertive, self-esteem and even loving. It is a root that has many legs to
it that wrap and twist around things so it has a firm grip to remain healthy and strong. So pride is usually
intimately connected to others such as arrogance, fear shame or rejection. Pride looks for a stage to
perform for it always looks for attention. It wants to be the object of people’s thoughts, concern and/or
esteem. Pride can even look humble! ‘poor me, I am so sick and needy!’ it will cry, and when it is given
the answer to the problem, it will not take it – because it does not want the answer, it only wants the
attention it is getting in the commotion it causes as it cries out. God hates pride because it pride hates
God. We cannot live lives in pride and at the same time expect the blessing of God. Pride is our enemy
and wants to destroy us.
But the path of the just is like the shining sun,
That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. Prov 4:18
May we be a people who walks continually onward and upward to that Perfect Day! Amen!
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I believe in Jesus as my Lord and Savior, now what?
In order for us to live according to God’s will, we must have His Holy Spirit in us. There is evidence that
the Holy Spirit is at work in us, by our attitudes, our desires and convictions. If we do not have notable
changes in these areas then I believe we need to give this some serious thought and attention. The Holy
Spirit never speaks, and boasts of Himself, so beware of circles that do this; John 16:12-15. Jesus
explained that the Holy Spirit would be sent to His disciples to teach them what they need to know; John
14:15-18, John 14:26. We are given new life in Jesus Christ, that has been redeemed and so we stand
forgiven by God no longer under condemnation. In order for us to take His gift of Salvation we must
also receive the Holy Spirit. In order for us to receive the Holy Spirit we must prepare ourselves for His
entrance into us and our lives. We are instructed in Acts 2:37-38, to repent and be baptized – so we
may receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 2 Cor 7:10 tells us that we must have a godly sorrow in order to
be repentant of heart. This means we must understand that we are in wrong standing with God. To
repent is to turn away from the wrong into facing the right and this involves our mind and will to agree
with God that to continue in sin is death and to walk in the way of God is life; Rom 6:6-8. The baptism
that is commanded for the church I believe has been reduced into a mere empty ordinance void of its
power and meaning. Baptism essentially is the outward act of testifying our new commitment of living
for God and this encompasses our mind/will – and actions in declaring that we die and bury the old life
of self, sin and the world, and count it as dead, immersion into the water represents this death. Then
we are resurrected from the dead into our new life in Christ as we come out of the water, see Col 2:1115. Repentance and baptism go hand in hand for to repent, is to turn from your life of sin and rebellion
from God to serve God without reservation – and this must come at a cost – which is your old life and
baptism is the day you died so you can truly begin to live. At this point we are ready for the filling of
God’s Holy Spirit. For some, the Holy Spirit comes immediately into them, and for others they need to
ask Him. In Luke 11:9-13, Jesus exhorts His followers to ask, seek and find God, and for those who are
persistent God gives to them His Holy Spirit.
We must remember that God gives nothing to anyone who desires it not. I hear people say things like,
‘I’ve asked and it doesn’t work!’ only to learn that their attitude and actions reveal that they want
nothing to do with God. As our lives as believers it is up to us to seek after God, and for a great many
they qualify their ‘seeking’ as words they pray and mental assent. Jesus explains it well in John 7:37-39;
On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him
come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers
of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive;
for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
In this passage we can see that we must recognize that we must have a thirst for Him. We are also told
that we must come to Him, and that we must drink. In Jesus’s counsel we see that we must do certain
things in order to receive what He has to give us.
I believe that it is most important to understand that to receive anything from God we must go before
Him with honest, sincere and humble hearts. For to not then we are seeking in wrong motive – which
God sees.
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To be one who would have the indwelling of the Living God, is not a small thing, counted as nothing. It
is deserving of respect to have this gift and in 1 Cor 6:19-20 we are reminded;
Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s
It is required of us (which means this is not optional) to offer, yield and dedicate our bodies as
instruments of righteousness so God may dwell in us; Romans 6:12-14. Our mouth is a good indicator of
what lies in our heart see Matt 15:11, James 3, Matt 12:34.
The Holy Spirit is the very power of God that works in us to accomplish His will. Yet we must cooperate
with Him so we may agree in His purposes. Nothing is impossible, and everything is yes and Amen in
Him. So let us be careful not to grieve or quench His Spirit in us but to subject ourselves continually to
Him so He may have His way and God be glorified.
In summary, to receive the Holy Spirit into our lives there are certain things we must do, they are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Repent
Be baptized
Ask
Be thirsty
Come to Jesus
Drink, receive
Present your body as His temple

“Lord Jesus, I am thirsty for the fullness of your Holy Spirit, I present my body to you as your temple, and
my members as instruments of righteousness especially my tongue. Fill me I pray and let your Holy
Spirit flow through my body so I may bear good fruit and my lips be flowing in rivers of praise, blessing
and worship – Amen!”
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We Must First Be a Disciple Before We Go Out To Make More
To ‘go out’ we must first be ourselves disciples of Jesus Christ. We must be filled with His Spirit and
baptized not only in ceremony, but in our entire being. So, you have people being ‘sent out’ to be
ministers and yet they themselves have not been touched by the Living God. They themselves have not
been given a new nature, which is delivered from the past – which is where we are lost in our sin. This is
the problem that modern day Christianity faces, because they do not teach nor promote the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which is the deliverance from sin into new life Him – which is freedom from sin, and this
involves a cost to us – our very lives where we ourselves must die – to self, sin and Satan. We no longer
live from our past, our hurts, our regrets and our sin. We now live according to the Spirit who will lead
us and teach us the things of God. But, what happens is we now have a double minded form of faith
that hangs onto the old life and with the expectation (and demand) to live according to the promises of
the new, in Jesus Christ (James 4:7-8). And this will never produce the Life we are given through His
death and resurrection on the Cross. In order that we be able to take the speck out of our neighbor’s
eye, we must first remove the log from our own Matt 7:1-5.
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. Matt 28
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
recover.” Mark 16:15
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Out of the Mouth the Heart will Speak
How do you talk? Listen to yourself today For what we speak will determine much in regard to our faith,
and it will do us well to take stock. What we speak is the evidence of what lies within our hearts. For it
will reveal where our allegiance and devotions lie. It will tell us if we like to talk about ourselves or if we
like to talk about others (and if we like to talk about our Lord). It will show us the anger, bitterness, fear
or worry we may have brewing within too. Our speech will testify what and who we really believe - and
love. When we take notice of our words, we will clearly see what we must 'de-clutter' from the closets
of our heart and souls. I am positive we could all use a good spring cleaning to get rid of filth, bitterness,
worry and who knows what else - and there is no better day to get a spring cleaning than today. Let us
all purposefully listen to what we talk about, what slips out - when we stub our toe, what we say in
traffic under our breath, when we are met with 'incompetent' people, or when life gets hard. May we
see that in every circumstance in our lives, we be a people who give God the Glory with thankful hearts and this be our goal and guide; 1 Cor 10:31, Col 3:17, Col 3:23.
Psalm 19:14; Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in Your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.
Matt 12:34; You brood of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
Luke 6:45; The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out
of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.
Prov 4:23; Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.
Prov 10:11; The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals
violence
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The Love of God – knowledge only Insiders can know and understand
All throughout scripture we are warned about disobedience against God. We are given clear description
of what is disobedience, and also have accounts of those who chose to walk this way. I think of
Deuteronomy 28 specifically, where God has explained that to live blessed lives is to obey God, and to
live cursed lives is to disobey. Jeremiah 17:5-8 speaks the same message, the warning is that if you put
your trust in man, in your own flesh or that of others – rather than God, you will live under a
curse. Psalm 1 David displays it clearly the blessing and cursing and again it is based on living in
obedience or disobedience. Many do not take Old Testament scriptures for them, but I would
encourage us to look how there is connection, and how they give to us a very good description of how
we need to live and why.
In Galatians 3, Paul rebukes the church because they began to live under the law, which brings with it
the curse. He said these words: For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to
do them.” But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by
faith.” Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.”
Many have taken this to mean, and I was one of them, that to live by rules and lists of to do’s, is what
we would see as living by the law, or being counted as being legalistic. This is true, but there is more
that we need to take a look at. When anyone of us operates by our own strength, our flesh we are
subject to the law – and this brings the curse of the law upon us. We are counted as living under the
law, when we operate in the flesh, for this is also called the works of our flesh; Gal 2:16. The Old
Testament passages I have referred to, Paul has expounded their meaning this throughout the epistles,
specifically Galatians 5 and in chapters 6,7 & 8 of Romans.
We all agree that we are no longer under the law and that we are now under the Law of Christ; Romans
8:1-8. To be under the blessing of God means we are found hidden in Christ; Col 3:1-3. And in order to
remain hidden we must live – dead, to our flesh; Romans 6:11 and live abiding lives; John 15:1-8.
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Gal 5:16-18
Christ is not only our redeemer, but He is our very power to live law abiding citizens; 1 Cor 4:20. In
reality, Christ, as He spoke with His own words, ‘I did not come to abolish the law and the prophets, but
to fulfill them.’ So now all the ‘to do’s and the don’ts’ are found in Him. We not only live according the
law and the prophets, but we now live to a higher standard; Matt 5:17-20, in His Spirit.
Christ has paid the price for us, yes and Amen! We are no longer subject to the curse of the law,
Amen! But it is one thing to be given our freedom papers, and quite another to live by them. This was
the problem and a good example for us that the children of Israel encountered over and over
again. They were freed, but still craved the life of bondage and thus reaped great sorrow and even their
death for this; Psalm 78. This is the problem I see all around in modern Christianity, people who are
suffering under the curse, and not recognizing this. People still living according to their flesh, and
expecting God to bless them.
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While we were told by Jesus that we would have tribulation and troubles – but Jesus said that HE HAS
OVERCOME, so that we may live in Him through them and that we too would be overcomers; John
16:33. I’m afraid that many take the troubles they face, the suffering they are enduring as what Jesus
talks about, but in truth what they endure and face is the result of what they have lived by, and are
under the curse of this, as what Paul spoke when he said that when we sow to our flesh, we will reap
corruption. Jesus was in fact speaking about the persecution we would face in walking out our Christian
faith, obedient to God.
We are promised peace that only Jesus can give us, and that joy will be our strength. I pray that we
would look into our problems, troubles and anguish a little more deeply – asking the Father to reveal to
us if perhaps we too have been operating in our flesh thereby reaping its result.
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows
to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life. Gal 6: 7-8
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The Devil walks like a Roaring Lion - that many also Love
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. 1 Peter 5:8
Who may he devour? Those who do not see the need to follow Jesus as He has commanded so then is
given the right to take these ones to do as he may. For they do not walk rightly before God but they
walk right in their own eyes (Prov 14:12), and pride always proceeds destruction (Prov 16:8). This
destruction is not only an outward thing for in reality it is a destruction happening inwardly to the very
soul. For as any walk in the way of sin, they are in danger of becoming hardened from hearing the truth
and even repelled by it (Heb 3:15). Some would say, ‘I do believe and follow Jesus!’ yet are as blind as
blind is and cannot absorb what is true from the Word for reason that their hearts are not true and
cannot receive its goodness. For anyone can say they believe and even say they follow – but this is not
necessarily what is true. For to believe is to follow and before anyone can follow rightly, they must have
a true heart before God, of confession of sin and of repentance. Which manifests into the complete
turning from – all that is sin, to God.
Repentance is a word that has no meaning today, in the great majority of Christian circles. This is
because these people have bought into the false gospel, which does not contain repentance at all. They
circle around the doctrine of love and grace. The god of this world who is the devil, has like a
smorgasbord of souls he sows his poisonous lies to for they flock around him like adoring fans. For it is
he that is the ‘god of love’ that they have created and follow after. He has their worship, and gives to
them what they ask for. For in giving to them they only spread their gospel, so that many more would
join them. He does not mind giving to them what they ask, for he has a motive for everything he
does. Most of which looks quite noble, pious, charitable and very loving, but dead, in God’s eyes. All
the while, he is laughing at them for how easy it is to lie to them. For if they would only read what has
been written they would see the truth of what they do – and what he tells them is not of God at
all! But even in this, he is able to speak to them to easily distort because they do not commit
themselves to the Word to study it and believe all what it says and to put it into practice in obedient
faith. Instead he has taught them to use the bible, to serve them. He has raised up a great many
speakers, teachers and authors to propagate the ‘power’ in the words of the bible, if you quote them
you will get all you need, and they have yet followed after another idol in the name of Christianity.
We are told in the epistles, that many will follow after deception, and today we live in this reality. Jesus
warned long ago, few will be ones who walk the narrow road that He commands us to walk on, because
it is difficult, which means only those who are willing to count the cost (Luke 14:28) will be the ones who
will walk it (Matt 7:13-14). The narrow road demands there be a death first, ours – and this must be a
daily dyeing (Matt 16:24). For no one will be able to carry their self and to serve self on the Narrow road
Jesus provides for us. We must cast aside and be counted as dead – before we may proceed to walk the
road called the Way. We must no longer serve ourselves and the god of this world if we are to
understand the Truth and we also must apply the Truth in all its resurrection power so we may receive
His Life:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14:6.
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May we be careful that we walk the true road that Jesus has walked first and so commands us to join
Him, for along this path, will He bring us into His Kingdom.
May we not forget that there is an enemy who is against the power of the cross of Christ, and will say,
do and be anything that will tempt us away from it, to follow after his wiles Eph 6:8.
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Plugged in to the Power Source of God
No one can say that because the plug in receptacle is in a house, that everything electrical will have
power because we know that to receive any electricity it must first be plugged into the power source.
For those who are Christian, Jesus Christ is our Source.
Though we cannot assume to be ‘hooked up’ to God by just saying Jesus is our Source. We too must be
plugged into the Source to qualify and have access to all what He has afforded us through His death
burial and resurrection. How do we do this? It is by faith we access His Grace – to plug in; Romans 5:12. Upon plugging in, we now have a work to do; Ephes 2:10.
The Kingdom of God is alive and constant, because God is alive in us and our response is to become
living sacrifices to God; Romans 12:1. We are not merely lumps – that have accepted Jesus as Lord and
Savior – for we have a service to conduct to God as living sacrifices. For those who have assumed a
lump kind of faith, they are dead; James 2:20 & 2:26. Lumps do nothing, they just exist, and sadly this is
how many assume their life as a believer in Christ. They are not are not connected to the Vine, because
anyone who is must assume the Vine’s life in them by responding to it, because Christ’s power will surge
through their spiritual veins that will demand change in us. Must we all be preachers standing on the
street corners then? No, unless this is where God has called you. What we must be, is vessels that
have the flow of the Spirit moving in us in guidance, teaching, the conviction of and in overcoming sin in
our lives, cultivation of love for the Lord and His Word, in the desire to pray and for seeking out
fellowship of other believers. In these, we evidence His working in us.
We all can say that we have the Source of Power, in our lives, just like we can say we have electrical
power source in our homes. What matters is if we plug in to it and participate with it.
Our Source permits all to tap into Him, who commit to laying down their own lives, daily and to live for
and through Him. We are assured His vibrant light to burn brightly in us that will spur us forward into
the Kingdom of God – to grow us up so we may join Him in being about our Father’s business; 1 John
1:7, Luke 2:49, John 4:34 . When we remain in Him, we cannot be separated from His love and are a
confident people assured of our position in Him and of the Salvation He has provided for us to come;
Romans 8:16.
Jesus told us that only by Him will we have access to God (and all His Promises to us); John 14:6. Jesus is
not only the Door; John 10:7, but He is also the narrow and difficult path; Matt 7:13-14. We must give
all we have, so we may gain all He has given us – and then we will prove Him to the world around us not
just by our word but also our testimony.
Our Promise and Plight - for all who are Plugged in to the Power Source of God:
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who
shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession
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for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For Your sake we are killed all day long;
We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”
37 Yet

in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:31-39
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Time for some Spring Cleaning!
The more we open up our vessels to God, so His light may shine to reveal truth – the less area that the
enemy has to use in attempt to tempt us.
Our goal is not being perfect. Our goal is placing our entire trust upon the Lord Jesus Christ. This means
we confess to Him what lies within our hearts. In this, His perfection becomes ours.
It’s not only about sins we commit necessarily, but also about confessing to Him specifically in things like
what we fear, what we use or do to sooth and/or satisfy, when we are angry and so on and so forth.
It is like we are inviting Him into our house, and letting Him into the rooms, closets and drawers where
we hide things, that we just don’t want anyone to see, or where we throw things we just don't want to
deal with. When we do this, He brings His light and He opens to us how we can begin dealing with
them. We participate with Him as we dialogue (prayer) with Him in these matters, as well as reading the
Bible – where He is able to open to us the truths we need specifically to see and do. He will open to us
His knowledge, wisdom and understanding – if we desire Him to.
It requires a commitment and our diligence because there will be some things we just will not want to
look at let alone deal with, but He will take us by the hand and walk us through step by step. The
greater degree of difficulty we see it as, will likely be equivalent to how it has power on our lives to
weigh us down in ways we don't even know - and are also called strongholds. But we can rejoice
because Jesus has come to set us free as we allow Him to live in us His life!
Those closed off rooms, closets filled with our skeletons and drawers containing very hard things – are
all places that we inadvertently have given to the enemy of our soul, and they are places where he can
dwell and essentially has the power to call the shots. These are the places where he can create
depression, anxiety, anger and hatred and can become all consuming. He does all his work in the dark
places, and because they are areas where we have hidden them from ourselves, others and God we sign
them over to Satan.
The only thing that holds us back is ourselves. Not Satan. Satan only has what he has in power over us
because we have given it to him.
A good time for spring cleaning to begin I would say, for all of us, so let’s begin going through the rooms
of our soul and invite the breath of Life to enter in to bring His refreshing. Let us receive His Truth and
apply it into these nooks and crannies so they no longer are hidden so they may be dusted, cleaned,
disinfected and filled by the Spirit of God.
I know that we all have rooms like this – until the day we lay down our earthen vessel, so let us roll up
our sleeves and begin to let the light shine into the darkness one room at a time. If you don’t know of
any such places in your soul, ask God – and He will direct you to one!
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1John 1:7
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Pride Personified
Pride walks with assurance in the path it chooses. His nose and head held high, above all others. For he
is right in his own eyes, and is even better than those he points his fingers at. He mocks each with much
disdain for their futile stupidity. ‘Do it how I say,’ he says, 'for this is what is right and better!' He does
not see though what lies ahead, because he is so busy looking at himself with such adoration. Nor does
he see the mirror of Truth that reflects truly who he is. If he did he would see a very different picture
for in truth he is a grotesque obese blob of dung that stinks the stench of death and is attractive to only
one - the Lord of the flies – the devil and all his host. For it is they who clap their hands to him and spur
him on. For they are leading him into the pit that will take him down and if they have it their way – for
good.
Proverbs 16:18; Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
Psalms 73:6; Therefore pride serves as their necklace; Violence covers them like a garment
Proverbs 8:13; The fear of the Lord is to hate evil;
Pride and arrogance and the evil way
And the perverse mouth I hate.
Proverbs 21:14; A proud and haughty man—“Scoffer” is his name;
He acts with arrogant pride.
Proverbs 29:23; A man’s pride will bring him low,
But the humble in spirit will retain honor.
1 John 2:16; For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
is not of the Father but is of the world.
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Just Say No!
There are things that we do that will bring into our lives a consequence. The consequence can range
from seemingly insignificant to astronomically devastating. The things we do may from the outset, look
harmless and even good, but in truth be what can bring us to ruin – physically, emotionally and
spiritually. It is no small thing the bible, for in it reveals to us the importance of not living flippantly, but
in everything we subject ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and teaching.
I particularly think of how we can make binding agreements in the spiritual without even knowing it. We
do not realize that the spirit realm is more real than our physical. That is, what happens in the spirit
determines what happens in the natural. One of the reasons why prayer is not optional for us, but to be
our daily practice, done not lackadaisical but with purpose in in the power of the Holy Spirit.
In a previous post, When lies become our truth I talked about an aspect of the realm of the spirit
through personal experience that I believe is worth repeating. It may be taken as coincidence, but my
hope it is not, but as proof that we have more power over our lives then we think.
There was a time when I had extreme stomach pain, came out of nowhere. It was so debilitating, I could
not eat, could not sleep could not do anything! I literally rolled in pain. It was a time when I was in deep
prayer and communion with the Lord, so I was really perplexed as to what was going on. I asked the
Lord what was happening and why I was having such pain. I heard in my spirit, ‘you have this because
you received it’ -I immediately knew what God was saying. Because I accepted it, as MY pain, I was
experiencing – it was able to remain. In truth, it was nothing more than the enemy’s wiles. God proved
this when I immediately said words to this affect, ‘I do not accept this pain, I reject it and will not receive
it. I ask the Spirit of the Lord to take the place of this for I receive this.’ It left! From pain on the scale of
1-10, a 10, to nothing! Amazing. Then, as you would have it, it came back about 3 times, and each time
I said the same variation. I said this in my head, didn’t even speak it out loud – and with each time, the
pain left. Speed up to not too long ago, and I was sleeping and out of a dead sleep, I awoke with an
excruciating pain on the bottom of my left foot – horrendous! It shot up my whole leg. I suffered for a
few minutes then the thought came to me – to not accept this. So, in my mind, I said, ‘I do not receive
this pain, I reject it and command it to leave in Jesus Name.’ – it left!
I am think about how many things we simply accept when it comes to the doorstep of our lives and even
make room for it to accommodate it! Our minds are particularly vulnerable and why we must have
them transformed, by the renewing in God's Word. Romans 12:2. Just because we think something,
don't always believe it is our own thought! 2 Cor 10:5. I’m not saying that everything can be rejected
but I wonder how many things we suffer or contend with because we simply did not put our spiritual
foot down to say ‘NO!!’
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the WILES of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
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Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. Ephesians 6:10-8
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The Satanic Soul Tie
The common explanation: a spiritual connection created through a sexual relationship. I agree with this
but do not believe it is limited to only this. We can bind our souls to people, objects, places, mental
mindsets, traditions, religions, philosophies, drugs & alcohol, animals and even spiritual hosts. They are
places in our lives where we have been bound to someone or something through inordinate affection,
soulish love, fleshly lust, manipulation (by us or another), in the act of sexual sin, rebellion or out of fear.
The list can go on certainly. In this act, we subject ourselves to satanic power and influence in our
lives. Here are some example scenarios:
A person who is under a manipulative relative’s influence – through constant barrage of manipulative
relating they become subject to their control through guilt, shame in manipulation – in this a soul tie has
been formed.
Addiction always starts with an inordinate affection and fleshly lust – that quickly binds to the soul
A person begins to have an innocent ‘crush’ on another, and as they spend time thinking and fantasizing
upon the crush, a soul tie is formed and they bind their soul to this person.
A person has a pet and then the pet becomes more than it should binding their soul to the pet.
A person has seen a horrible thing and in the trauma they assume the soul tie that binds them.
A person has had sexual relation (outside of marriage) with another, either consensual or not – in this
act a soul tie has been formed with this other person.
Agreeing with the lies of the god of this world, Satan – is a common soul tie that blankets a host of
problems and issues we may be struggling in and never able to overcome them.
Within each soul tie, the satanic force is able to work their ‘ministry’ against us with the ambition to
imprison us. We make room for the enemy usually unknowingly and this is best for his work so he may
continue - to gain success in us, through our ignorance.
When we are saved, we have been given the keys of the Kingdom to bind and loose. When we ask the
Spirit to reveal to us the soul ties we have in our lives, He will show us. With each one, we renounce
them and cut them off to bind them from having power in our lives and are washed by the blood of the
Lamb, cleansed of our sin, as we walk in the Light as He is in the light. 1 John 1:7.
I believe that we have places in our lives where we just can’t gain the victory no matter how much we
desire it – because our soul is yet tied and must be cut.
In the Old Testament vows were binding and could not be revoked. And Jesus spoke on them as
well. They are not to be spoken or taken lightly. In the same way, when we make an agreement, or an
allegiance, knowingly or unknowingly, they are binding.
I have heard it said that Satan is the most expert in the legal system. Everything He does is done
legally. He is cunning and has been doing what he has been doing for thousands of years and by now
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has become expert in his wiles in causing us to take his bait no matter how unfairly he goes about
getting us to.
Begin asking God to reveal to you what it is you are bound to. You will be surprised at how many things
He will show you. As He does, just break them off in Jesus name and ask God to remove them from your
life in all their power and influence so He may be the power in those areas. Be warned though, some
things will take your diligence in turning from them for the devil never just goes away. He will place
scenarios, thoughts and logic and good reason to continue in what you are fixing to cut away.
Let us see this for what it is, and then take our positions in Christ. We are seated with Him in the
heavenly places – at the right hand of God. We can come to Him as our advocate to remove what has
been placed upon us. 1 John 2:1.
We are a blessed people indeed so let us walk in His Power and grace and be overcomers – Amen!
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Matt
16:17-19
Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease to
give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of
the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Ephes 1:15-21
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.
Col 3:1-3
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A Day in the life of the 10 Virgins
The group gathered together because they would soon be meeting their Bridegroom. They would talk about Him
for hours, share their love for Him with each other and sing songs and pray together about and to Him. They
would read the book He left for them, and study it and encourage one another in what it said. They would make
sure they had oil in their lamps so they had the Light in them to see what was true. This was not optional for
them, but for their very life. For they knew that they could easily be deceived if they did not makes sure they had
His Light to shine for them so they may see the Truth. It was His gift to them (His Oil), when they committed
themselves to Him. So they would make sure they did not let it go to waste for it was His and they needed to care
for it in all they do. Not everyone who gathered in this group thought as these 5 did, for there were 5 others who
sat off to the side and would laugh at these ones (under their breath), saying they were way too serious for the
Master loves all who believed in Him. They said that all they needed was faith and He would accept them, for He
is a master who is loving and kind full of endless grace. So, they would get bored in many of the discussions, and
in some they just would not understand what these fanatics were even saying! They had lamps, but never really
had the need to have them lit, for when they gathered together, there always enough light from the others, so
they didn’t want to waste their oil. Their lamps had the oil in them when they first got them and were quite
proud of this fact. They did not realize that this lamp oil, required them to use it so that it would continually be
refreshed in its power, and to not use it was to have the supply be depleted 1 Thess 5:19.
Well, the time finally came:

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet
the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. Those who were foolish took their
lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. But while the
bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.
“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ Then all
those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us
and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.
“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and said,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”
Matt 25:1-13
We are sealed with the Holy Spirit that promises us what is to come, our Salvation. 2 Cor 1:22, Ephes
1:12-14
The Spirit is not something that is to lay dormant. But it is active, personable and to be respected, and is
given to us as our Teacher and Guide. Though it is a gift to us, upon our confession of Jesus Christ, we
must participate with Him, the Spirit in all that we do.
Christian Religion today, allows for anyone to be accepted in. There is little teaching on the Holy Spirit
and our role and relationship to Him. The 5 wise virgins made it their regular practice to come and drink
from the Living waters, their faith was alive that required their devotion to Him. The foolish had a dead
religious faith the required nothing of them.
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If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified. John 7:37-39

If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ he does not belong to Christ. Romans 8:9

For as many as are LED by the Spirit of God, these are the Sons of God Romans 8:14

Whoever keeps His commandments remains in God and God in him. And by this we know the he
remains in us by the Spirit He has given us. 1 John 3:24
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Suicide, a Choice or a Power
Disclaimer; I am not making light of this very serious subject. I am instead hoping encourage us to look
at this as a spiritual matter and to remind us we do not wrestle against people, but of the dark spiritual
force whose aim is to kill, steal and destroy. My prayer is that we will rise up and war.
Suicide
This is not a thought, a feeling or a choice, it is a great and powerful spirit. It was birthed into being on
the day of the great fall of mankind. For in that day, through this very cunning spirit, man committed
the first and greatest suicide. That day was the first day of his death, for him and for all.
Suicide is the heart of Satan, it is his pet, for it has proved invaluable to him in the slaughter of the souls
of men. This power gains its successes through working in packs. He will recruit low self-esteem, fear of
man, need for approval, fear, self pity, depression, anxiety, pride, hopelessness, defeat, rejection and
depending on the human he will customize and arrange the spirit that is best to fit and work the job. He
always has three foreman – they are lying spirit, condemning spirit and the spirit of hate. The
unknowing soul falls victim not suddenly, but over time. This Spirit has the power to strip the most
devout and spiritual of them all, to one who has lost all hope and seeks to quit – life. The victim is like a
tasty morsel to these hordes in which they swarm upon. The key is to not let it be known that they (the
spirits) have no power really, only the power that is given them, by the victim they aim to consume. In
all the convincing they do, they remove all thoughts and ideas of any God let alone Jesus Christ to save
them. In fact, they only fuel their minds with the lie that God does not think suicide is wrong, but He
understands their pain and reason for doing it, or that God does not exist and death will end their lives
for good. This Suicide Spirit is full of air – that turns into its great power through man’s concession to
it. It takes great pride in how easily it is able to dupe millions into its suicide trap, and makes great boast
in how his plan of assisted suicide is becoming not only accepted but fought for! He has put his time in
and is now able to see the results beautifully blossom before his eyes. He often teams up with the Spirit
of abortion, and will begin doing his work in those who have had them. He is so skilled that most don’t
even know why they are troubled – and depressed but he and Abortion have a pact – to not let them
know that the day they conceded to end a life within them was the day he, Suicide was invited in. They
often get together and laugh about how they have accomplished so much together! They will invite the
spirit of addictions of all kinds to come and celebrate their victories for they too contribute to the very
great work of Suicide.
The day has been alerted to Suicide to gather his troops for there has been a breech. They quiet down,
and speak in low voice now, when they try to come up with how to solve one of their greatest
problems. As they settle themselves they sit around a round table and turn their attention to
below. They see a soul they have put much work in, and now this one is breaking free of the fog they
have placed over his mind. They see this one is looking upward, and crying out to Jesus – they shriek
and are aghast! All what they have done, dissolves before their eyes! They see the spirits they have
assigned over this one flee like wild terrorized rats! They see why as they watch the Spirit of the Living
God – surround this one they immediately are knocked off their chairs to the ground for His power. It is
clear that this one will no longer walk with Suicide for he has been given eyes to see the truth, and now
is filled with His Love and His Spirit to take him from that place of death into His new Life. In this realm
they see why this is so, as they clearly realize that prayer is linked to this ones escape. They see how
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and why for this great defeat; though they be only a few, they are blazing with the fire of God. The
powerful and righteous fury that burns in them, petitioning to God for His help in that particular one's
behalf. They cringe because they don’t stop there, they continue to pray for all who are fallen victim to
Suicide. Spirit of Suicide says, ‘Confusion, Gossip, and Doubt – go down right now to this
group! Distraction, you head there too, and start to cause them some disturbance….they must be
stopped! Go now!’ They depart immediately and they are on scene, but they are met with a fire
around these ones, they can’t penetrate! In fact they are chased away from the Holy ones – they flee
like cowards. The group sits stunned around the round table, as they see how the prayers of this group
has now been dispatched against all who are held captive by Suicides grasp – and like fetters being
broken, he sees more of his work being crushed before his eyes! All those who walk under his rule, are
immediately taken from the fog that has vexed them.
They are free and can see the truth – they are able to see that there is hope. And they see the Light,
and they walk toward it.
-Suicide has become a great and powerful epidemic and reality in today’s world, we can all agree. What I
would attempt to put forth to all who follow Jesus Christ, is a reminder and encouragement that we
have the power in us to fight this plague called suicide. Prayer in the Holy Spirit is our force, and as we
walk in His righteousness, our prayers are effective and will avail much. The power that suicide has over
our world is because it has gotten away with it – while we give it its power, by doing nothing. Let us rise
up and take up our battle – in the Spirit and begin plucking out those who are heading to the fire.
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The Son of God who Became a Seed
In the beginning of days, God created a garden that contained all the richness and fullness of His
provision. It was to be where His perfection would thrive alongside His created. In it, He placed a tree
that was the Tree of Life and another called the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
The Tree of Life was to provide for life everlasting, so man could walk with God all his days; when eaten
from the Son of God, Jesus Christ would become known. The Tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
contained death – and would be the poison that would infect all of man and condemn him to die – the
poison was sin. Sin was the embodiment of rebellion against God; when eaten, the Son of Perdition –
who is Satan, would become known.
The day approached that was to change everything with one act, this very event would come to be
known as the Fall. For in this day, Man listened to a lie, and chose against what God had counseled and
warned when they ate fruit from the forbidden tree. Man was no longer able to stay in the garden. For
the garden was created for a world without sin and death to which they were contaminated. And so,
God put forth His rescue mission. The Tree of Life, was not destroyed, but was to be made manifest in
the world as He willingly left His glory to come as its Seed to redeem us from our peril. John 15.
A seed must first be planted into the ground to die – in its form as seed, so it may become – changed
into a sprout that will grow into a plant full of life. To remain a seed, nothing would come of it.
So simple that God has created for all to see a picture for us to grasp His Son, who is The Seed in His
works in nature. The Tree of Life, humbled Himself to be the Seed that was needed to come to the
fallen world, to be planted into the earth, to die so new and everlasting Life can be offered, as was God’s
plan from the beginning. Magnificently beautiful!
We too, become His seeds to follow as He – and die (to self) so we may become His New Creations into
everlasting life.
But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. John 12:23-28
But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 8:9-11
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Prayer to Pray for Any Who have Suicidal Thoughts
I acknowledge that You God are over all things, that nothing happens without your knowledge - for you
are the Creator. You are greater than the feelings that plague me right now. So, I ask for Your help and
rescue from this deadly place I am trapped in. Show me the way out, and let me see that there is
goodness, love and hope in my life. Open my eyes so I may see what you want to show me, open my
mind so I may understand what it is You want me to know and learn. I ask that you help me to turn away
from the things that bring me into this place – or that you would remove them. My desire is to live the
life you have planned for me, I don’t know how – and ask that you show me the way. Please protect me
from myself, in this moment of my life – and show me the way out. I ask that I will be able to see your
light that will guide me in the way and the truth where I may find peace and joy. Amen.
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The Famine of Fellowship
As we who have the Spirit in us, are led by Him and subject ourselves to Him we will seek the fellowship
found in the Holy Spirit where we are unified into one Body. This kind of fellowship, we live and die for
– and love one another in and is a rarity.
What I find large in scale is that there is no understanding of this kind of fellowship nor of the desire for
it. There is no longing to obtain it or no sense of loss for its lack. There is no cry for it to God. Why is
this I ask? I would have to say all too often Christianity is preached, received and practiced on the level
of carnality, and is sown in and to the flesh. Our flesh cannot be found in the Spirit, it despises the Spirit
and will not want anything to do with it! We may have bible studies, workshops, events, Sunday
services, conferences and retreats easily participated in and call this fellowship – that can just as easily
be found among secular gatherings and groups – because they are conducted on the level of the
flesh. The flesh is served to be gratified and satisfied and there is room made for the Spirit of God. They
have been fed a lie, and do not see that they fill themselves with a spiritual type of Kraft dinner and
because they feel full they do not realize how truly empty they are of the Living God.
This is where I grieve. That there is no understanding nor want to understand that the Spirit is not
among so very many. Who out there feels this loneliness within them as they are among the Christian
masses? Who out there have hearts that are broken as they discover time and time again the many
who are brothers and sisters are in name only? Who out there have the cry in their heart as I do in loss
for true unity of the Spirit with one another? May I encourage you that we are together, though we do
not connect physically but we gather together in the Spirit. We must stay strong, and seek our God to
sustain us in our times of famine. Oh how sweet it is brother and sister when we do come together and
refresh one another in His Spirit’s flow!
May God give us respite in the days of famine, and we be drawn to one another in His Spirit to enjoy His
fellowship in the bond of His love one with another – Amen!
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— the life was
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with
the Father and was manifested to us—that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 1 John 1:1-4
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Time to Wake Up!
I pray that this may be read and taken as a splash of cold but refreshing water that would wake up those
of us who perhaps may be in need of such.
This is a warning, and maybe even a rebuke that we all need to know and hear. Too many souls are
believing they are in the Father’s household of Faith because they say so and are told so – but this does
not make it true. Too many souls who say they belong to God yet live change-less lives void of His
power.
God will draw near to all who would draw near to Him. James 4:8
When God draws near to anyone, their life will never remain the same! Anyone who says God is near
them and they continue doing/being the same as they have always have – is deceived!
God knows who are His, and they know Him. John 10:14
The knowing that is described in the bible is very intimate and often used to describe sexual union. This
kind of knowing requires honesty, commitment and time spent to develop relationship and intimacy and
devotion and loyalty is not optional, but constant.
Anyone who says they know God and He knows them, and remains unchanged and doing/being the
same as they always have – is deceived!
We cannot remain enslaved to our bodies, to our sin and to this world – and say we are God’s
people. We cannot continue to live without desiring and pursuing life to serve God – and say we are His.
We cannot continue to talk like the world, live according to the world’s philosophies, prescriptions,
doctrines and culture and say we are followers of Jesus. If we do not feel the pain of a crucified life –
we are not His. Luke 9:23, Gal 2:20
Faith in Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection and what it affords us is not a faith of mental
assent. This kind of faith that we have will be impacting to our lives- every day and in every single
area.
To be void of unction in the pursuit of seeking Him, taking daily the time with Him, and to lack the desire
to read and study our bibles is a serious indicator that something is wrong – in anyone who says they
love and believe in Jesus Christ as the Lord.
Do not settle for this kind of religious mental assent, and believe what the false church tells us…’all is
well! We are covered by His grace!’
Jesus warned us saying that many will believe they are His, but He will reject them saying that He never
knew them! Matt 7:21-23

134

Sin Can and Does Make Us Sick
When we go out into our gardens, especially in early spring, we will often see it overrun with
weeds. When we see the weeds are we offended by them? No, because we know they are just a fact of
garden life, they will always come and it is our job to pluck them out. When we stop, our gardens are
taken over by them and will choke out a great deal of the plants, and cause many of them to die. Sin is
liken to the weeds in the garden of our lives.
Sin will always corrupt (decay) because it is the bearer of death. Its very purpose is to destroy. We will
be tempted by sin until we die but that does not mean we must succumb to it. We may fall, but we
must never choose to remain - in sin! So, how is it that we somehow think that we can operate IN sin
and it will have no effect upon us?
Here is the truth we as Christians face – we will always be subject to sin, as long as we put ourselves
under its rule. When we do this, we are no longer under the law of grace that Christ gave to us. We
cannot expect to reap the benefit of grace as long as we obey sin Romans 6:16.
Keeping in this truth, let us go further into what else this implies for us. Sin always robs from us, and
when we continue to live without dealing with it – we will at some point succumb to its power. Let’s
look at stress for example. What is stress? It is legitimized fear. We are told to take measures to relax,
and enjoy life – and even are counseled to take drugs to help us do this. Where in truth (of God’s
Word), stress is the manifestation of NOT dealing with what is going on inside us. It is known that stress
kills. It comes from fear. Fear is a spirit, not from God 2 Tim 1:7. When a spirit comes into our lives,
through our own permission, it has the right to do whatever it will Ephes 4:25-27. When we sow to our
flesh, we will reap what it will yield, and that is sin and corruption Gal 6:7-8. So this is futility road – for
any who walk it, and sadly many who name Christ as their Lord take this road, and perish. When we
allow sin to take the upper hand in our lives, it will always win. Don’t think that just because we are
devout in our faith, in our service for God and do all the things that need doing in His name – that we
can still operate in sin and be unscathed!
Some would argue saying that Christ has dealt with our sin on the cross! We are under His grace when
we believe. And I say, we are saved true, from the power of sin and death – but we now must live
according to its law, its truth – so we may reap its properties for us. In the same way, I have been given
a brand new house and it has all the newest and best features. I will never enjoy this house unless I
walk into it and commit to living in it. We as Christians often continue living in our run down shacks,
doing as we have always done while our new home remains empty. We MUST LEAVE our old, so we can
live and enjoy the new.
The definition of sin is a great confusion and argument among the modern church. In this group we
have a large majority who do not read their bibles. Instead exerts of favorite verses and commentaries
of others is what they ascribe to be ‘bible’ knowledge. Even from those who have professed to be
Christian for a number of years have yet to read their bibles from cover to cover even once! This is why
sin is often treated as relative, and you will often hear this, ‘God knows my/their heart’ as if this were
the determining of what sin is. This crowd cannot begin to deal with sin in their lives because they
remain ignorant in the Word of God (by their own doing) and remain in deception and bound.
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I exhort us to take sin more seriously in our own lives. To get into His Word and read it like it is our
prescription for life, because it truly is, right from the Great Physicians own hand.
So, let us as God’s people must make it our vigilance to weed our garden, so that we will grow in health
and spiritual strength God gives us.
Let us make every day the day to get right with God always looking and examining our lives in the light
of the truth of His Word.
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To Love Thy Neighbor – is first to Love God (in Christ)
To love anyone including our own self in a (spiritually) healthy way without baggage is to first love God
with all our heart, soul and mind which is the greatest of commandments;
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” Matt 22: 36-40
There is a first command and a second, the first is love God the second love our neighbor. To jump
ahead and begin ‘doing good’ for our neighbor can certainly accomplish much but will lack in spiritual
power. Because let’s face it, generally when we set our mind on doing something we can usually
accomplish some pretty impressive doings, to which modern Christianity has many boasts. What we
have done though is we have majored on the minor and left the major thinking that as we accomplish
the minor we are in fact accomplishing the major….make sense? The church has set out to love thy
neighbor – AS loving God, and this is not correct according to what we were told by Jesus. We must love
God first – and out of this we are fit to love our neighbor as He calls us to. In this order, we will not
make loving thy neighbor into what it should never be – an organization, a ministry or a
mission. Instead, loving our neighbor is what we do, because of WHO we are, that stems from the love
we have for God.
In truth, our mission has always been one thing, go out to make disciples in all the earth; Matt 28:18-20,
Mark 16:15-18. When we do this, the power of God will be shown among us. But in the name of
compassion we set out and make social helps in all the world instead, and hope that this way many will
come to the Lord.
In reality, the church is the body of Christ, who are to speak on Christ's behalf to the world of their need
for Him….not food, not clothing or anything else. Am I saying quit the soup kitchen? No! When I say
this I am not saying we not help when we can help in the world’s time of need and to assist in its basic
and practical necessities. We are to help whenever and always, this goes without saying, but just don’t
make it into our ‘ministry.’
What I am saying is that we are to love God and God’s love is this: For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved. John 3:16-17.
We are to be about our Father’s business as Jesus Himself was while He walk this earth, and that is
proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is at hand…repent and be saved! In order for us to be able to
accomplish such a great work, is first to be a lover of God, with our entire being so we may be filled with
Him. To love God in this way, is to empty ourselves of all else that would get in the way of this. It is not
just simply saying, ‘oh yes, I love God!’ Rather it is a work because it involves commitment and
discipline, in faith of who Jesus Christ is and came to do – for us. I believe this to be the weakness
among us which is the lack to cultivate our love for God, the lack to even look at what this means and
involves because it is much easier to just do stuff that is noble and right. It is easier to do, than it is to
become. As it has been written, to obey, is better than sacrifice 1 Sam 15:22. When we do – it is liken
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to the sacrifice, when we obey it is liken to how we become – into His likeness, so we may reflect and
proclaim Him to the lost and dying world. Our becoming into His likeness involves difficulty and is not
mere words said; Matt 7:13-14, and we are building in His work, by doing as He instructs us: Matt
7:25-27.
We may not be the great evangelist, or the aspiring teacher, but as we love God, through this we are
able to love our neighbor and seek their utmost of good which is that they not perish but have
everlasting life. We will do this by the power of God who will work in us His will as we yield to Him ours
and will become His ministers in His perfect love Ephes 3:20 , Phil 2:13.
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Jesus Is coming for His Bride, and this is what she looks like:
She is full of the Word, for it is her very food for life and eats of it daily Heb 4:12. She is a woman who looks at
herself in the mirror (the Word) and tests herself against it 2 Cor 13:5. The Word is her light, so she may see the
truth to walk in it John 1:1-5 and she removes from her what is needed by the washing it gives her Ephes 5:25-27.
She continuously sits at her master’s feet, giving to Him her heart and all that it contains so she may receive His
heart Luke 10:38-42. She listens to Him in all that He says and she goes out to do what He tells her. Her joy is
sharing with others, her true love and how they too can be counted as His. She regularly meets with all who are
His and they rejoice together in His name, anywhere and everywhere as often as they can Heb 10:24-25. She is
always ready to share a word in due season of the hope that is in her as others ask her 1 Pet 3:15. She brings to
her Master the hurt in this world and never takes it upon herself Phil 4:6-7, for she could not bear it. She always
keeps watch for His coming and never loses hope because He knows Him to be faithful Heb 10:23, she too is
faithful and will wait for as long as it takes and will not give up Titus 2:13. This Bride looks not like any worldly
bride, for her Groom is not of this world and has nothing to do with it 1 John 2:15-17. In fact, the world will hate
her because of Him Luke 21:17. The gates of hell will not prevail against her Matt 16:18 and she will one day be
revealed for all to see as she is adorned in His heavenly apparel Rev 21:2.

He is saying now: “Surely I am coming quickly.”
And we His Bride say: “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Rev 22:20.
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God’s Garden
The picture of the vine Jesus gave in John 15 gives us understanding of our relation to Him and reveals
our sole dependency upon Him. All who are born of God into His Body, are the branches of His Vine and
we are in connection with God in Christ and have a living union with them. God as the Vinedresser
tends to this vine to ensure its health and growth and will prune all fruit bearing branches and will also
cut away the branches that are dead. Though we can do nothing apart from Jesus, He admonishes us
to do one thing and that is to remain or abide in Him. And this is a work that deserves our diligent study
and application so we may gain understanding and partake into its endless depths.
Listed below are some scripture references that may be helpful to us and give us insight into what it
means to abide in Christ:
















Walks uprightly, works righteousness, speaks truth in his heart, does not backbite with his
tongue, does no evil to his neighbor, does not take up reproach against his friend, a vile person is
despised in his eyes, honors all who fear the Lord, keeps his word though it hurts him, has
nothing to do with usury; Psalm 15
Dwells in the secret place of God (Jesus) Psalm 91
Christ is our (spiritual) food and provides for us forgiveness by His blood; John 6:35, 53-58
Are considered Jesus’s disciples and will know the truth that will make us free; John 8:31-32
Shall not abide in darkness; John 12:46
Abides forever; John 14
Promised eternal life; 1 John 2:24-25
All who abide must walk as Jesus walked; 1 John 2:6
We need not teaching (from man) but will be taught by God; 1 John 2:27
Does not (practice) sin; 1 John 3:6
Loves his brother and will provide for however they can; 1 John 3:17
Keeps His commandments; 1 John 3:24
Will confess that Jesus is the Son of God; 1 John 4:15
Follows the doctrine of Christ; 2 John 9

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He
takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5 “I

am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without
Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, you[b] will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. John 15:1-8
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Legalism
Legalism is the product of when one practices their religious faith out of their flesh, or their own
strength, which is void of the Spirit of God. Legalism says ‘thou shalt not….’, and is quick to look upon
another in their sin to speak out on it, and does not see the very same sin in them. Matt 7:3-5
When anyone would speak about sin and the importance to not practice in it -there is risk of being
accused of being a legalist. I think that this word is too easily used based on misunderstanding of what it
truly means.
When we walk in the Spirit, having the Spirit in us, we contain the Word of God and the law is written
upon our (new) hearts Ezekiel 11:19-20. This means that we will walk – in the commandments which is
the will of God. We can only do this by the power of the Spirit. When we walk according to and subject
to – the Spirit, we fulfill the law of God, in Christ. The Spirit will draw us into all truth, what is right and
will give us conviction as to what is not pleasing to God John 16:13-14. When anyone operates in their
own flesh, their own strength and carnal mind – they are not pleasing to God, and are under the law
Romans 8:6-8. The fruit of how one conducts their lives will be evident. Those who are under the
Spirit’s conviction will desire to walk away from worldly lusts, from sin or the appearance of sin – and
not want any part of it – as this is the fruit of the Spirit’s presence in our lives 1 John 2:15-17. Those
who are under the law of their own flesh, they will argue with anyone who tells them that such and such
is a sin, or that way of living is not pleasing to God and there most often is an offense taken.
Legalism is practiced always by those who do not have the Spirit in them, or those who choose not to
walk and obey in the Spirit. To be about questioning if this is a sin, or if that is a sin is a good indicator
that one is not operating in the Spirit, but in the letter of the law. For when one is awakened in the
Spirit in their lives, they are God-Conscience in Christ, and out of this they become sin aware (not
obsessed), that is to say they do not walk in fear of committing sin, but in faith and obedience to what
the Holy Spirit teaches.
Grace is granted to ALL who walk in the light as He is in the light – and are forsaking darkness. Sin is
darkness. We are cleansed by the blood of Jesus as we do. We don’t go around looking at this sin or
that sin, but instead are taught and led by the Word and the conviction of the Holy Spirit to forsake
certain things in our lives that are not pleasing to God 1 John 1:5-10.
The life of a blood bought saint is not about sin hunting or pointing our finger at sin in others in the
context Jesus spoke about in Matt 7:3-5. It is more about seeking the heart of God in all that we do
Matt 6:33, Matt 22:37 and do as His Word instructs us -and in this He reveals to us the truth that sets us
free John 8: 31-32. He shows us the sin that we are perhaps not seeing as sin. He reveals to us idols we
perhaps don’t know they are idols. And when He does, we let them go like fire in our hands – and
continue to walk in the light with Him, confessing our sin so we may receive His cleansing. This is our life
as we walk it out, a continual process of walking out and away from the world and sin, forsaking them –
and this is not legalistic, it is called sanctification 1 Thess 4:2-4. We are called to be holy, as God is Holy
1 Pet 1:15, and this means we are to be diligent against sin in our lives, not as part of a to do list but
rather the maintaining of our vessels, which are for honor as we are the temple for the Holy Spirit of
God to dwell 1 Cor 6:19-20– which is our reasonable service to Him Romans 12:1-2.
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Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin – a Worldly Phrase
I must confess that when I hear this term, I have to fight becoming cynical by it. I will tell you why,
because when I hear this being said, it is usually on the defense of upholding one who is living lifestyles
contrary to what the bible instructs, and therefore is against God’s will and commands. It usually
involves that nothing is to be said against their chosen sin and rebellion against God, but just a strong
affirmation that they are loved (by God). And off we go on our way, in our Christian faith doing what
God calls us to, ‘love our neighbor’ which means to speak out against their sin, is to not love them.
Why do I say this? Because from the standpoint of living according to God and His word in scripture and
to His commands – I do not need to be reminded to ‘love the sinner and hate the sin.’ Now, I do not say
this out of arrogance if we read the word we see how this is to be practiced and there is no such thing as
what is involved in this but from the stand that as we live according to the truth there is no need for
such a cliché to be our guide.
I take issue with this statement – by the foundation is has been created – the world. It means entirely
other, then what we as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ follow.
To love the sinner, means to tell them the truth. Sin is the road to God’s wrath and eternal death, and if
they do not repent and turn from their sin and sinful lifestyles, they will be included in this mix. If I am
one who is in the know of danger that lies ahead, and I do not tell the one who I see is heading into it –
this is a very unloving act. The world says, do not offend, so do not tell anyone they are in sin! And this
is also found in the Christian community and many are caught up in it. It paves the road that is already
written that we who stand for the Truth of Jesus Christ, His Testimony, will be persecuted and even put
to death Rev 12:11. I can see the hatred already as you need only to look into the latest
headlines. Christians are depicted as bigots, haters, and unintelligent who are anti to all that the world
stands for. Well, this is partly true, as we are not to be as the world, to love what it loves 1 John 2:1517, Col 2:8. So, our acts of love are looked upon as acts of hatred Matt 10:22. When we share with
anyone that they are in sin and need a Savior, there is hell to pay, for it is Satan’s fury that is behind
them. The day is growing short my brothers and sisters, and the darkness has come upon us.
Yes, love – all! Love with all you have in you – In Christ Jesus our Lord, and hold nothing back! But do
not compromise your faith – and call this love:
Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one
another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;
13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.
14 Bless

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.
17 Repay

no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much
as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore
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“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”
21 Do

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:9-21
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To Be Found In Christ
What does the words ‘in Christ’ mean? For some they are just words, but in reality It is our position, our
posture and how we align ourselves, which is to abide in Jesus. Our inner man – or spirit is linked to the
Spirit of the Living God by His gift to us, His grace. We claim this gift because we receive the work He
has done through the shedding of His blood in hanging on the cross to die, and because He rose from
the grave – we are able to rise with Him and receive our new lives in our newly created bodies which are
found in the Spirit – In Christ. In this place we are hidden Col 3:3; For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. We are found in the shadow of the Almighty – the place of safety Psalm 91.
I can say that I believe that my umbrella will keep me dry and out of the rain, and be faithful in carrying
it around with me and when the rain comes down, I fail to put it out over me, my faith in it has proved
that I do not truly believe it’s good for me. This is a poor analogy, but hope it will give a picture of those
who believe in Christ and what He has done, but do not allow His life to have any effect/impact on
them. Where in truth, His (resurrected) life, has been given to us so that we may live through Him to
accomplish the will of His Father for His people.
Christ paid for our gift of grace of redemption. Now as we accept His invitation to join Him we must
walk in the newness of Life He gives to receive it. That means we leave our old life behind. We do not
count our love for the world, our lust that drives our flesh and the pride that compels us – anymore in
our new life. Paul said it this way; And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. Gal 5:24 & But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Gal 6:14.
There is a roaring lion out there who is our enemy and is Satan. He searches all who say they believe in
Jesus Christ – and looks for any false testimony. In this he is able to pounce on us! Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 1 Peter 5:8
Jesus said that Satan had nothing in Him John 14:30, so Satan did not take Christ’s life, but He willingly
laid it down as an offering for His Father. In the same way, we as His firstfruits – are to be blameless and
not allow Satan to have anything in us that he may use against us, for he is the accuser and always looks
to accuse us Rev 12:10. But, as we walk in the light, as He is in the Light He is faithful to cleanse us of
our sin, 1 John 1:7 and are found in Him Romans 6:11 where Satan has nothing in us to accuse.
Our faith is something that is to be practiced for we are at war Ephes 6:12. May we not give foothold to
the devil Ephes 4:25-27 and all be found in Christ Col 3, Amen.

144

Addiction
The term addiction comes from the world and what the bible refers as the practice of sin. Often, it is made
concession for, among the Christian community and treated like a disease where in truth, it is rooted in the lust of
our flesh and surrounded by darkness and whoever is stuck in addiction of any kind is not found in Christ. Where
in contrast, a Christian is one who has been set free, and who walks in the freedom that has been bought for
them. We no longer are under the law that condemns us, but now live under a new law, the law of Christ. This
law says we are to no longer live according to our flesh where our natural (lustful) desires thrive, but to walk
according to the Spirit – where our life is hidden and cannot be touched by sin and its lusts Col 3:3. We have
been sanctified (set apart – for holiness) by Jesus so that we may walk to learn this new path 2 Tim 2:21. To say
we are Christian and still live addicted is not really true because we are not living the life that has been bought for
us. We can certainly be found by Christ though, in our addictions – but will not remain in them because His life He
died to give us frees us from them so we would not remain in them. It is the putting off – the old man, and its
baggage, and putting on Jesus Christ that is the key to our walk in the redemption of Christ and what is often not
understood, taught nor walked in – in a great majority of the Christian community Col 3:8-10. We must
understand that all addiction is attached and part of the old life that is to be done away with by the new life we
gain in Christ. Many can say they have faith in Christ, but remain addicted, but is that faith? Faith is taking what
He has done for us and walking in it because we believe it. Do you believe you are free?
Anyone can say they believe in Jesus Christ, remember even the demons believe – it is what we do with what we
believe that counts. If we remain bound in our sin it is time to rethink some things regarding what we believe for
we who are found in Christ are born to be overcomers – in all things do not let anyone tell you different Rom
8:37.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not
know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that
though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human
terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of
uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of
righteousness for holiness.
20

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have
then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now
having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the
end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. – Romans 6:15-23
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5 Helps for the Christian who is Bound
1) Submitting (to God) is a good place to start, but with the understanding that it is not a one-time thing, but
rather a daily doing. And this involves being mindful of every moment. Often we go about our day without really
thinking, we just automatically do. This has to stop if we want to overcome areas in our lives.
2) God knows where we are. He knows what pulls us, what tempts us, what powers are at work and why - and
through Jesus Christ, they can all be dealt with to no longer have the current power they hold now. He is our
coach so to speak. He always waits for us to give to Him our undivided attention, and unfortunately, we only give
Him less then this and why we don’t live free from bondages that plague us.
3) We have to understand what it really means to submit. We must realize that we have God to answer to for
every area of our life and to take this seriously. This is the place where we come to the end of our self and
determine to forsake it. In doing this, we must understand the war between our flesh and the Spirit, and that
when we are in bondage to anything, be it addiction, fear or need of approval (to name a few) it is because we
have not put to death our old nature and continue to live by it, instead of living in our new that Christ died to give
to us.
4) When you come to a hard place, where you can easily become vulnerable to sin, cry out to God with all you
have. Stand firm and cry out for His grace to get you through it and not succumb to it. You may need to do this
minute by minute....hour by hour step by step. If you fall, get back up and start again. It is not simply saying you
submit....it is to truly put to practice submission. He will not touch you if He sees your heart is not serious, God
will not play games with anyone. But He freely gives to all who call out His name to save them - from Self, from Sin
and from Satan. Take nothing for granted, every place in your life, offer it to God for Him to work and Have His
way.
5) Commit to reading the bible, to hear His instructions, to learn of who He is and why you exist. Pray always
without ceasing, your day should be in continual prayer to God - giving Him thanks and acknowledge His goodness
when you see it. If you don't see His goodness, start there, and ask Him to show you. Ask Him to show you what
you are to be thankful for. Treat your life like it is worth it, because it is. The devil has had far too much influence
and say, time to tell him No! God Bless.
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up. James 4:7-10
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Stuck in the Past? Is Depression your only Friend?
You are in it, real and truly – nothing is good all around you. You have nothing to give you a spark to
your day, to infuse into you a positive motivation. In fact, the way you see it, there is no way out, right?
How about looking from another viewpoint? Something like this:
Jesus gave up everything to die for you. In this, He has provided for you new life. Life that is forgiven of
all your sin and where you may have a relationship with Himself, and God the Father. This Life is
supernatural, divine, and a gift so valuable it is priceless. The only thing that you must do is be willing to
give up the old one- the old life. The one you live now is not so happy, kind of angry and really
frustrating anyway! If you turn from this one, you can take hold of God's best for you and then, and only
then, will you experience joy, peace and His righteousness and you will never be the same, and will no
longer desire the old, for you will be a new creation and your desire will be for God, and it will be your
joy to serve Him for He will fill you with His love so you may.
Sound too good to be true? well it is not and why its also call the Good News!
Today is the day for it to be a great day don’t you think? This is Good News and it is Found in Christ waiting just for you.
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Two Kingdoms- which one do you reside?
Where is the kingdom of God found? Not here (on earth), but up above where Christ is seated with
God. All business that is to be conducted is done there. We as citizens can seek God and His counsel
through Christ – there. When we understand that we no longer are of the world, we must live no longer
as ones who belong to the world. Why? Because the world belongs to Satan and is where he can gain
authority over us if we entangle ourselves in his kingdom. When we live by the world’s rules, we are
subject to its laws which are founded in Satan. The world is sense/feeling based, the kingdom of God is
spirit ruled Gal 5:16-26. What we sow and where we sow is where we will reap from Gal 6:7-8. We as
born again believers and followers of God are comprised of 2 natures; our carnal (sense based) and our
spirit (Spirit filled). When we say ‘I do’ to God in accepting and receiving Jesus Christ to be our Lord and
Savior we make a covenant with Him which involves forsaking our old carnal nature and this is when the
battle begins.
A great deal of our issues as believers stems not from persecution for standing firm in our faith – but
because we do not live according to the Kingdom of God and still live as citizens of the world. We have
not severed the tie but try to live as dual citizens and so, we live lives that really fall flat as far as an
overcoming saint of God. We remain as friends to the world, we seek for the pleasures (entertainment)
that the world offers and adjust to what is acceptable to what the world deems.
Our walk as believers in Christ here on this earth is to be confronted daily with the reality of how we are
NOT citizens of this world and that we will not ever fit in to it. If we do not see this or feel this
animosity, I think it a good time to refresh ourselves in what God says about it through the scriptures The Kingdom of God










Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants
would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from
here.” John 18:36
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. 14:7
For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 1 Cor 4:20
Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God. Gal 5:19-21, Ephes 5:3-7
giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of
the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins
Col 1:12-14
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. Heb 11:28

The World
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever 1 John 2:15-17
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom 12:2
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
James 4:4
For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul? Matt 16:26
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God? This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by
water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. 1 John 5-6
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The Story of Legion- as never been told!
The Parents
She walked in silence going over in her mind what led up to this point, where did she go wrong? He
walked next to her and his heart was full of dread for what he would soon see. He was trying his best to
prepare himself for his heart and soul to be torn to shreds. They were the parents of the notorious
maniac of the Gerasenes, who lived in the lake side tombs and caves. He was caught and bound in
chains a few years back after what they could only describe as him going mad. They had no explanation
why this happened and every day they think of how this can be. Their lives changed dramatically on that
day for they who were once a family in good standing in their village, they now were the objects of
gossip and even ridicule for who their son has become. It was a sorrow that had aged them for its
incredible weight of condemnation was always upon them. As parents they made it there vow to
provide for him as best they could and this would mean they would make regular visits so they could
bring food, drink and whatever else they would see well for him. It was a 3 hour walk to get to their son,
so they leave as early as they can to insure they would return before nightfall. They leave their other
four children to tend to the chores for the day. The children know all too well, the pain that hovers over
their family as they suffer together with their parents in the loss of their brother, they miss him terribly
and still cry every night for him after 3 years of his ‘death’. They each do their best to make this day as
easy for their parents by being obedient to all their wishes and instructions they leave them. They even
have learned to do extra for them, so that when they return they may have some kind of joy perhaps to
take hold of. Fresh aromatic flowers set out on the table, a flavorful meal made, extra duties done that
were never asked – this was their regular routine they did as the vows they too took in treating their
parents in their difficulty. They would make sure there was enough water for their parents to take well
deserved baths, and they always set out for them fragrant herbs and spices to add to perhaps somehow
to soothe their aching souls. At the end of this day, both parents and children are always exhausted,
both emotionally and physically – but have accepted it for what it is without any complaint or ill will.
His mother walks now, and is remembering him as a small boy so full of adventure and love for
nature. She recalls how it was her normal routine to call out to him to come in for the night or he would
stay out to sleep under the stars all night! He loved the outdoors and could not get enough of it, and
loved hard work and was not afraid of it, so he grew and become quite skilled and knowledgeable in
much. She marveled at how he would know weather almost like it spoke to him before it appeared, or
how he would somehow know where to drop his fishing line that would always give great catches and
when he instinctively would go to the areas rich with game as if he had a gift of listening to nature so it
would reveal to him its secrets. Her joy was to the full for her son, he was her first born and he honored
his parents and was a perfect example for his siblings who he loved, what more could she ask for? It is
amazing in how the time of their journey seemed to go so quick – as they both seem to get lost in their
memories and their mourning for their beloved son. As they near the destination she reflects on the
last of the moments he was with them. It was when he and his father began to set out together on
hunting trips for he was of age to be of great help. She smiles recalling on the three trips they made in
how they would return with enough meat for the whole village! Those days were always occasions for
the village to come together and take part in the abundance as they would share what they had and this
made for a time of great celebration. Their son would gather all the children together to tell the tales of
his exploits and would bring the drama to them like they were there to experience it themselves. They
loved his acting, his funny faces he would do to embellish his story.
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She is snapped out into reality with her husband asking her if she is ready. They are there now, and they
both collect themselves so they may handle what is to come next.
He was the proud father, and the boast of the village – for his son was the son every father wanted to
have. They would see that he minded his mother and honored his father in all he did. He loved them
and in all he did and this showed. He would regularly gather the neighboring kids with the adventure of
the moment, letting them in on the wonder and beauty and respect of the nature around them. He
specifically was recalling when his son got into the bee business. He took it upon himself to move a
colony of bees into their homestead and remarkably they adapted well, they seemed to accommodate
his new estate for them and began in no time to produce honey for their family. He in turn, taught a
few of the neighboring children who took interest in how to tend and be a keeper of bees, and to this
day, they look after their own bees from the knowledge he imparted to them.
In approaching their sons ‘home’ and try to calm their wildly beating hearts. They are terrified, but their
love for him gives them the courage they need to get through this.
They hear the voice. This voice comes from their son, but they know it is not their son’s voice. In fact
who it is they visit is not their son – they know this. They are tormented because they hate who it is that
occupies their son’s body – and feel torment because of the hate they have, for it is their son they
reason after all, how could they hate him? They compose themselves as best they can. Arm in arm they
enter in the pathway that leads them to their son’s lair. They see him in a distance and he sees
them. He spews out the vilest words, each one penetrating into their hearts like flaming arrows. His
mother begins to set out her carefully packaged food items. Bread that she and his sister made the day
before, dried meat, some raisin cakes and nuts. She carefully places a towel she has soaked in oils, so he
may wash himself. Though she knows he will not, she will continue to bring a clean towel for every visit,
for this is how she maintains her sanity; the hope that one day he will wash himself clean of this vile
thing that has overtaken him and return home. Now his father lays out for him honey from his bees and
a rock, not just any rock, but a rock that he hopes will rekindle memories in his son that perhaps would
lead him from this insanity. When they would hunt together, they began a tradition to place a rock
dipped in the animals blood and would offer thanks for such bounty. His father made it his habit now, to
gather these rocks they once laid to bring here hoping that somehow they would serve as a reminder of
who he once was. Though, he looks and sees all the other rocks he has brought strewn about he still
places this new one with hope. They both look at him, this stranger and search for their son intently and begin to back away while they tell him they love him and miss him. They usually only get to speak a
few words before they see rise up in their son what they dread. As they hear this monster who wildly
shrieks unintelligible words in the midst of obscenities they hasten to leave. In departing they realize
there is an odd silence, then hear these words, ‘I miss you Father, Mother…..’ and then more explicit
language spews out with the rage of a lunatic. They are stricken to their core and both fall to the
ground both taking hold of each other weeping deeply, beyond what this world could ever understand.
The Son
I see them, my parents, my heart cries for them, yet out of my mouth is rage for them. Not my rage but
what has taken over in me. They (the voices) are angered because they feel my love for my parents–
and this makes them very angry. It’s like I am only a sliver in my own body and they are what has
control assuming to be my voice and in reality I no longer have a voice. When I do speak up whether it
be in thought or in word I am severely punished. I often will cut myself in hope of somehow it able to
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free me from this inner torment. Though I scream to be let out it is to no avail for and as repercussion I
am met with violence by own hand! I am crazy, but I am not – for it’s not really me! Am I really am a
monster? They chain me, like one but I break free for it is like I have the strength of a thousand men. I
must reason this out, for it is all I have left, the notion that I can at least reason, and I spend my days
trying to make sense of this. Oh the voices! I hear too many voices! The words that comes from within
and out of my own lips are shocking to my ears. I feel rising in me a surge filled with such fury of their
anger over what I just said; ‘I miss you Father, Mother…..’ in this I called to them with all the strength I
have. They must understand I have not forgotten them, I am here – your son, I love you! But it is this
army in me that keeps me away from them, they beat me daily, they have stripped me of who I am, who
I was and I have no way out of this prison. This rage only screams now with such a force of violence that
is indescribable like the culmination of hatred collected from the hearts of evil men from all the
world. It erupts out of me as I spew this hatred towards them, their hatred for my mother and my
father, my heart breaks as I look at their eyes and see their pain as they look at me and run from me like
I am a maniac.
Jesus and Legion
A boat with men have just come ashore. They are laughing and speaking words of joy to a
Man. Something about how the sea and the wind obey Him. They look up and see the maniac and
begin walking towards him. The maniac runs to Him and all the voices within him are silenced except
their leader who readies himself to meet this Man. He falls down before His feet trembling and in great
fear as he begins to speak. “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!”
The Man asked, “What is your name?”
“My name is Legion; for we are many.”
“Oh please do not send us into the abyss, and instead permit us to enter the swine” he begged
Reconciliation
I am a man, who has been in torment to thousands of demons – I hear it with my own ears – by what
this Legion has just disclosed, what he says is true and it makes sense – and is what I have lived these
past years. I feel the power of this Man, His love and His majesty. He says one word, ‘Go’ and in that
instant I am freed! My mind has been given back to me and the voices have been chased away! I feel the
health and the wholeness, the peace and joy enter into me – I am clean, I feel clean!
Who is this man, Jesus? I want to know Him!
This Legion was sent into the swine as they wished and the entire herd leapt over the cliff to their death!
I feel Jesus, He takes me by the hand and gently brings me to the place where my parents left their
gifts. He takes the towel my mother left for me and washes me, by his own hand! The soothing oils and
the beautiful fragrance…of home! He is talking to me words that seem to bring into me life that was
once lost. With every tender word He speaks to me, I feel myself strengthen and heal, my mind and my
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body – being made whole. The cuts, bruises and scars fade with each moment that passes. He calls to
the others to gather for me something to wear. They dress me and are hugging me with joy. He has
given to me back my life and we rejoice together. We share the meal that was left for me, and rejoice
together in the God of all creation of heaven and earth.
“Jesus! I will follow you now!” I proclaim to Him as I see they are readying to continue on their
journey. Jesus takes me and tells me that for this reason He came across the sea, just to let me loose
but He has another purpose for me.
“Go home to your friends and return to your house tell them what great things the Lord has done for
you, and how He has had compassion on you.” Jesus tells me.
I understand what He says to me, it makes sense and is right. I will be glad to do as He has instructed. I
set out leaving this place of horror, these tombs will no longer be my view. I must go to my mother and
Father. I run, and run like a marathon runner and do not stop. They are still on their journey home
from only hours ago in seeing who I once was. I see them from the distance – and I called to them as I
am running toward them I can see they are gripped by fear, so I said ‘It is I, your son – It is me!’ When
they heard my words, my voice they began to run to me. We embrace with tears of joy. O the joy! It is
they who I tell first about Jesus, and that there is no man too evil that God’s love cannot save for I am
living proof.
After my reunion with my family, and village and sharing my testimony I set out to the whole city and
proclaimed what great things Jesus had done for me. Little did I know that my words were preparing
many for what would be called The Way.
I look back and know that what I went through, and the power that I experienced by the Son of the
Living God on the day my life was given back to me – aided to prepare me for what was to come. God in
His will led me to Philadelphia in which I was appointed as overseer to the church after being filled with
His Spirit to where I am to this day. God in his mercy looked upon a demoniac to appoint him to a life of
service to the most High God. Had it not been for the dark days that I went through, I would not have
been able to lead and endure what was to come for us, but praise and glory belong to God our Father,
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose! For I have learned that if God is for us, who can be against us? Amen!
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Are You Rapture Ready?
The Day is fast approaching and those who await it know how close it is, and are those who would never
deny its certainty – of it coming in this generation. The Day is in reference to the gathering of the Saints
of God, His Bride – otherwise known as the rapture and known in the scriptures as the blessed hope;
Titus 2:11-14. It is a day that is counted noteworthy within Christianity whether it be pre, mid or post
tribulation – where we give serious respect and one we look forward to.
On the other hand, this day is not considered at all, or in very vague terms at best by the vast majority
within Christendom. In fact, it is scoffed at which is predicted in the scriptures; 2 Peter 3:2-4. In this
group at any thought of this day, there is a sense of dread in the Lord coming for them as they reason
that they have so much they want to do and experience yet.
When this day arrives (I believe) there will be an worldwide event surrounding it so that the absence of
the Bride of the Church may be easily explained away. And life on earth will never be the same because
it will be in full control of the evil one, and Gods wrath will begin to be poured out upon it; 1 Thess 2:112
There will be a good number of souls who will have biblical knowledge, who have been taught, grew up
in the things of Christianity and perhaps even those who were leaders of churches and groups – who will
nevertheless remain – because they were practicing a false Christianity, or none at all. Out of this
group, some will choose to live for God, because of what they will see and understand in what has
happened (the rapture of the Saints), and will repent of their pride, arrogance (rebellion), ignorance and
complacency against God – and be a people who if they endure until the end, obtain the crown of
Life. They will be faced with great persecution, for anyone who has faith in Jesus Christ – will be
counted as the enemy to the world. There will be no more games to be had in the things of God (like
people play today) as anyone who will live for God basically will assume a life of persecution at best and
to a great majority – a death sentence; Rev 20:4. For to not take the mark of the beast means the
inability to partake in the privileges it will allow for, which will be the basic needs for life; Rev 13:16-18.
The satanic kingdom that will attempt to establish itself here on earth and will seek to annihilate
mankind – as God has created him by putting into effect the mark of the beast (system), which will be a
technology that will alter the human DNA structure, perhaps even inserting satanic DNA in its place. The
outcome will mean that anyone who will take this mark will no longer be redeemable by God. This
mark will not be forced upon anyone, but will be taken by one’s own choice, and upon this choice their
fate will be sealed; Rev 14:9-13.
Some will read this (if they even make it through its entirety!) and just roll their eyes and dismiss
it. Some will be offended by it because it is not how they believe the end times to be, and will dismiss it,
but for others I hope it will be the start of giving some very serious thought to their own lives and faith.
I believe that it is the desire of God to choose today – in the age of His grace that He has given through
His Son for the day of our Salvation. He desires that none should perish but have everlasting life – and
has given us ample time to choose for ourselves escape from His wrath against sin. I also believe that it
is imperative that we be sober - to those who are His followers, in the understanding of what is upon us
now, for we are not just in the last days, we are in the last seconds. God also calls out to all (who
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profess to be His sons and daughters) to take the time now to examine our lives and make certain they
are approved and counted worthy in His eyes; 2 Cor 13:5.
Maybe what I have written here could be more detailed and scripture based and could perhaps even be
considered an inaccurate accounting and for this I ask for your grace. May I express that it is my intent
really, to stir up and encourage some who are in need of such, for the furthering in study of the
scriptures -because of the times we live today. That we make sure our lives are in line with regard to all
that God calls us and in this that we may become bolder in our walk and proclaiming of Jesus Christ and
His Gospel to those who are around us. Amen.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. John 3:16-17
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First the Desire
To desire the Lord – is the beginning of good things! For we must desire Him before He will come to
us. We must want Him. He never comes to those who do not want Him 2 Tim 2:12. If we do not yet
have this desire we need to begin there by asking God to give us the desire to want Him and to not stop
asking until we get it. For when we desire the Lord, we will begin to seek Him; Psalm 9:10. In our
seeking Him, He will teach us how to live in Him and to know what being free from the power of sin
means through Jesus. We will be blessed in our walk for His mark of approval will be upon us; 2 Tim
2:19, Ephes 1:5-7. Though many things and people may come against us, He will always give to us in the
hour of our need so we may resist, endure or overcome. As we desire and seek Jesus He will feed us
continually by His Word – and we will be nourished and strengthened, He will give to us His peace that
the world cannot know nor comprehend. We will be sustained and He will lead us in all our ways.
How does one seek after God?
-We Seek God, through His Son an He will open to us through His Spirit, who He is through the
Scriptures.
-Seek Him in prayer making it an ongoing dialogue in honesty and supplication and
praise.
-Seek God in obedience to what you learn.
Seek the Lord while He may be found,
Call upon Him while He is near. Isaiah 55:6
"And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you,
says the Lord..." Jer 29:13-14a
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Breaking the Chains means opening the Door First
Invite God into every area and moment of your life; in the fears, the regrets and even in the secret
places…the dark places, by doing this you allow Him to enter in so He may work according to His good
pleasure in your circumstances; Phil 2:12-14. In all that you struggle with – be sure to hold the door
open for God to enter in because it is only to your advantage to do so. Let your meditation be upon God
IN these places in your life in that He is in control and begin to praise Him for this. Do not let your
circumstances, fears and worries or presumptions take front seat because it is very easy to let past
mistakes, being wronged, hurt by others or difficulty and troubles speak to us – for we often give them
the power and voice to speak. When we only think and talk about them, we essentially are giving them
glory and not God. Why not praise God for His greatness, goodness, grace and mercy in your difficulties
- and begin to let it be about Him, giving Him the place of honor He deserves and NOT what is troubling
or binding you. Let not these things define you but let God speak and tell you who you are.
God gives to us victory, and can only do so if we believe that He is (our God), Heb 11:6 and we open
ourselves to Him. As we are in this position, we are giving darkness over to the Light of God; Romans
8:12.
In our usual practice if we are struggling with a sin, we will try to handle it on our own or even hide from
God (if that were possible). Where He only wants us to call to Him, invite Him into the place of our
struggle and He gives to us what we need to see, so we would desire to let it go. If we have the desire
to be free from it and to lay it down, He will show us to our freedom that Jesus has paid for us to have;
Romans 6:22.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and dine with him, and he with Me. Rev 3:20
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The Secret among us that must be shared!
There is a secret that was never meant to be one among us and so it must be spoken about. We as the
children of God, need to hear this and for those who may already know it’s worth a refreshing! What I
relay can be a matter of life and death for some and for others a shift in gaining a proper perspective
that will alleviate much stress. Though it is not a battle strategy - in itself, it certainly operates as
one. What is this I am talking about? What if you were told that there is power in the praises of God's
people when we lift His name up in acknowledgement of His majesty? Or that if we were to become a
rejoicing and thankful people our lives would dramatically change? Oh yes, some of us know this, but
most who do don't actually believe it to be true - otherwise they would be a praising and rejoicing
people - right?
As we lift praises to God the (demonic) spiritual realm is knocked into a frenzy, because they cannot
stand to hear such worship to God, let alone be in its presence. The enemy of God is dismayed when we
do not play with them to cower and fall in what they attempt to threaten us with. We instead do not
give way but resolve to lift up the name of our God - no matter what. When we praise God we are
bringing glory to Him and so He sits on the throne among us, receiving from His children their praises, in
His joy as we humble ourselves in this way we receive His blessing. As we do this as a regular practice,
we grow into it and it becomes more natural and normal to us, in fact the more we do it, the more we
want to do it. So I say let our words form continual praise to Him during our day and become singers
before Him! Who cares if you can carry a tune or not! It’s not about you - it’s all about Him. Let’s turn
off our radios, TVs and computers - and make our own music to our Lord and sing to God in our routines
where our hearts declare His love and goodness to the open air! For in doing so it is like spraying the
most powerful pesticide over all demonic pests encircling us! The fog around us will clear, our heart and
mind will be settled and we will receive His peace. Praise always honors God and brings glory to Him
and will center our mind and we align with (God’s) truth. Open up the Book of Psalms and see how the
psalmist has walked through hard things - and remained rooted in God, learn the art of praise - by
reading these. Praise to God is our love song to Him, our confession and affirming to Him that He is our
God and He is God over all things. When we offer Him our praise and thanksgiving and rejoice always –
we are rolling out the red carpet if you will so He may walk among us to do His bidding – amid the
satanic hordes. I can imagine seeing the demons fleeing in such an atmosphere for their hatred of such
adoration and for fear of its truth. Battles are fought and won; 2 Chron 20: 21-23 simply from hearts
that praise God; Acts 16:25-26.
Let the practice of praising God be no longer like an unknown secret - and may we join together in
bringing to Him honor due His name over all the earth. I promise you, it will be life changing not only
for you, but for others.
Alternatively, when we are a people who grumble, complain and talk about the 'bad' going on in our
lives and the lives of others, we are glorifying this. If we are not careful we can be easily consumed into a
dark and negative world. Satan dwells in this type of atmosphere and conducts a profitable business in
such places, do not be partakers in giving Satan glory any longer!
Violence shall no longer be heard in your land,
Neither wasting nor destruction within your borders;
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But you shall call your walls Salvation,
And your gates Praise. Isaiah 60:18
Let us instead fortify our walls with daily songs of praise, words of thanksgiving and the habit to rejoice
in our God in all things who is worthy!
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Christianity – It’s NOT About You!
How much time do we spend making our life with God in Christ – about us? We don’t realize that this is
the old nature – default that will always contend to be the center and can easily turn any Christian
context, truth or message – and making it about us, to our own loss.
This is done quite justifiably because most of modern Christianity IS about us; what we like, what we
deserve, what we are – and when we are misaligned such as this our position we are and are given is
severely skewed and even marred. We become a people who are square pegged trying to fit ourselves
into Christs round hole that He died to create for us and was resurrected so we could fit into. It is a
hole that never accommodates Self to enter, but does provide all who aim to be self-less.
The only way we can fit snugly into where He calls us to go is to forsake everything and anything that
makes it about us. What I am saying is no small thing, for we are so bogged down with serving our own
needs – within the construct of Christ – that we can’t discern between what is of self, and self centered
as oppose to what is Christ centered and God honored. We have learned how to move all that we learn
and know of Jesus and God in the word, to fit around us – to adjust to our preferences, rather than
having developed by allowing what the word says regarding Jesus and God to shape and form us. This is
why you have the church at large looking no different the world around us, even trying to look like the
world – so they we are inclusive and inviting to the unbelieving around us. This is why we can sit in our
sin and call it something else that has been diagnosed and accepted by the world. This is why the day is
here when the true followers of the Word of God are persecuted and hated because we conform not to
this world but are continually being transformed by the renewing of our minds as we obey all that is
instructed to us. We are called self righteous and legalistic by our own brothers and sisters - because
we follow and obey God.
Christ died for us – so that His Father would gain the reward of His doing- and that is a people who can
live to serve and love Him – forever. The central theme of Salvation is certainly involving us but is never
to become about us – on the contrary, we are to become a people to be about God in Christ Jesus our
Lord where our joy, peace and righteousness is found. We will never be at peace, nor experience His joy
and exhibit His righteousness as long as we practice a Christianity that is about us. I challenge all of us
to begin to look into this as it pertains to our own walk and make the necessary adjustments along the
way and God help us to see what we need to see, Amen.
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Our Mind – the Devil’s playground or God’s battlefield?
When we leave our minds unattended, they can and do, become the playground for the devil to play his
games. In that every thought and imagination we entertain, we must learn to sift and be like a border
patrol officer. For when we let anything in that has not been placed under the obedience of Christ, it by
default is given place for Satan to dwell. This is why the body of Christ is under attack, for our minds are
where Satan builds his siege against us. We often open our windows and gates wide for him to just
freely come and go – and why we spend our time being consumed in the consequence. Some of us,
think the consequence we are living in is our cross to bear, when in reality Satan has us so occupied by
our falling into his traps of temptation we have yet to understand and truly walk a crucified life. He is
the mastermind and truly genius in warfare against us and often we do the work for him like he is our
ally. A great deal of our mental anguish and illness we experience are directly related by this one
thing. We open ourselves up the Satan’s tactics like we are children in an amusement park, having no
discernment in what we allow in through our eyes, what we listen to and the places we frequent. He
enters in to our minds and souls like a continual flow of a water, seeping into our souls forming
strongholds because somehow we stand on a man-made belief that we are ‘under the blood’ and are
safe from the enemy. Not when we are on his turf we are not!
So many cry out to God to come help them out of their torments and are discouraged because their
prayers ‘don’t work.’ He has already granted all that we need in fact listen to how Peter has put it:
‘Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises,
that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.’ 2 Pet 1:2-4
This divine nature we are promised is extended when we settle to live not as free spirits, but as Spirit
led.
We must become offensive as we walk in the understanding of the whole armor of God and become
proactive in our position and be a people who are mighty and powerful in the Kingdom of God. Too
many of us live a reactive life and begin to ‘engage’ the enemy where he has already taken up
ground. And will be the underdog until we go back first and deal with the breech that let him in in the
first place and so we are consumed and entangled with our own inward and unsettled battles and make
no impact in the Kingdom.
I remind myself in writing this, our greatest battle we fight is in our minds, and we must be vigilant daily
and not let down our guard.
Father, I acknowledge my error in not guarding my mind and for letting anything go within it and ask
your forgiveness. I will seek from today on to be a keeper of my mind and will practice diligence in
casting down anything that sets itself above You, or against You. I ask that you help me to see what I do
– out of habit that needs to be checked. Help me to be like a border patrol officer who takes his job
seriously, because he knows and understands there is a real enemy that seeks to destroy. Amen
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For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 2 Cor 10:4-6

162

What Kind of Believer are You?
There are two types found in the Christian community; those who are believers of Christ and those who
are believers AND followers IN Christ. One group professes with their words, and performs certain
duties in their faith – that are found on the surface. They do not have roots in them. The other
professes their faith, by who they are and have become. They have roots that take them deep into the
heart and Spirit of God. This group grows from within their hearts and practices all that they are taught
by their Teacher – the Spirit of God, and are who Jesus refers to as being wise builders; Matt 7:2427. The other group, stores up in them, teachings but does nothing with them. They may even become
great teachers, preachers and scholars – but be empty of God. In order for us interact with the Living
God, we must too become living – by His Spirit, and this involves our activity and participation, and what
James describes as being ‘doers of the Word.’
The one who is a believer AND follower IN Christ are counted as Sons and Daughters of God. Those who
are believers of Christ are not. The one group will contain a healthy fear of the Lord that causes them to
turn from sin, the other will rest in the loop holes that allow them (or others) to continue to sin.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is based upon who Jesus Christ is, and came to do. We have been given the
Kingdom, in the Person of Jesus Christ – a gift that no man can earn nor provide for themselves. It is up
to each as individuals to take and apply what is given. This is what makes the difference between the
two groups. While Jesus walked among us, He spoke of the Kingdom of God. Jesus gave us insight into
the way of His Kingdom when He said these:
Luke 9:23; Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me.
Matt 5:27-30; “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish,
than for your whole body to be cast into hell.
Saul of Tarsus – who was named Paul – by Jesus Himself, was given the vision and task of teaching and
sharing who Jesus Christ in revealing the mystery of the Gospel. In Romans 6, he expounds upon what
Jesus taught in the above verses. It is the basis and core of our entry into the Kingdom Jesus talks
about. He explains here our need to die – to our carnal man in order for us to receive the new life that
Christ provides for us, through His resurrection power. This is a very obscure teaching – yet is the
foundation of our position in Christ and is unfortunate on how little this is grasped and so why you have
the great majority of Christendom as believers of Christ and not believers AND followers IN
Christ. Instead, what is taught and expounded upon is the freedom that Christ bought for us. This is
wildly taken and celebrated by the congregations and claimed, but is without power because there has
not been first a reckoning of their own death. Many will run to be baptized, and still see they are in
error and not obedient to God – because they have not reconciled the truth of their own death and thus
they do not receive the power and resurrected Life Jesus has afforded us. Some congregations boast on
how many baptisms they perform – yet most are void in the eyes of God.
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I personally see many claim faith that is for all who believe, yet they deny the foundation – and that is to
first die, so we may truly live. It truly is troubling as how widespread this has become and understand
why Jesus spoke these words –
“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and
hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who
dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently
against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who heard and did
nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat
vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.” Matt 6:46-49.
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How we often close the door to God
How much we are willing to invest ourselves in anything – will determine what we will get out of our
efforts. This is a well understood principle that is logical and for the most part goes undisputed. Yet,
when it is applied to our spiritual lives, then there comes the debate!
To the degree we yield ourselves to the Living God, is to the degree we are filled with His power and
presence. This is what we know as the process of sanctification. It is a life that commits to dedicate to
the ways of God.
What does it mean to yield?
Yielding means, repenting. Repenting means turning from our own way – or from Self, from our sins,
and ultimately from Satan. It can be done in small increments, or by large swoops! We are who
determines what we are willing to lay down, how much and how far we will go.
If we determine only with our head that we agree with God and not with our actions to follow is as good
as not opening the door of our lives for God to enter in.
On the other hand, if we agree with God and determine to follow what we agree with by doing what He
instructs us, we have given Him invitation into our lives. He will remain and continue to work with us as
long as we continue to work with Him. He will not work with anyone who is not willing to work with
Him, no matter what other doctrines will say! To say otherwise is contrary to the God of the Bible, and
how He works; Old and New Testament alike.
Are you floundering in your faith? Wondering why you do not ‘feel’ God in your life? Are you on a road
that keeps coming to the same places without resolve? Do you sing praises to God, while in your heart
you are crying in great loneliness for Him?
Take a look to see where you have not yielded to Him. Spend time to really search this out – and you
will see the doors you hold close against His entering in.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him
and dine with him, and he with Me. Rev 3:20
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How Come We Don’t See Mountains Cast Into the Sea?
Ever watched a tugboat carry a load that looks like a small city? These vessels are quite amazing in
their capabilities in the loads they pull and in the kinds of formidable whether they ride in. Nothing
seems to hinder them. Their size has nothing to do with their capability, what is contingent to their
success is what powers them.
Those of us who have become New Creations in Christ can be likened to the tugboat. Our outer
appearance whether it be highly regarded or lowly in the world’s eyes has nothing to do with our
capability for we are all powered by the Almighty Living God! He who raised Jesus from the dead in
resurrection power – is now in us, amazing isn’t it!
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 8:11
With this very amazing thought, let us ponder what Jesus said to His disciples:
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and
be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. Matt 21:21
The very power that raised Jesus from the grave, is the same power Jesus is talking about, when we
activate faith in who Jesus is we can move and cast mountains into the sea! I believe that a great deal
of our mountains that get in the way of a successful spiritual life in Christ – are called our Flesh
Mountains which our what are our weaknesses and/or love towards what we crave, love and fear. We
often don’t put really much thought into how much we listen to the voice of our flesh in comparison to
how little we follow after what the Spirit is directing us through the Word. The voice of our flesh will
drown out what the Spirit says if we let it. Because we often don’t take the time to distinguish what is
what, we are carried away by default into idleness and futility and if this becomes our pattern we
won't grow as Christians and will struggle and be consumed with many issues.
Jesus gave us a strategy early in His ministry that often offends for it is harsh and very strict for it cuts
to the very heart of our problem - which is the appetite of our flesh is what causes us to sin. He gives
no pop psychology, no 10 steps to recovery, or tapping into our inner child – but rather tells us to cut it
out and off! Ouch! Yes, sounds painful, and for the most part is. In the infinite wisdom of God He
gives us the key to become successful joyful Christian people as He says these words:
If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of
your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. Matt 5: 29-31
Jesus gives us the key into obtaining our freedom His Life/Death has bought for us, and what Paul
went on to preach extensively in Romans chapters 6, 7 & 8. Many who are believers have yet to apply
to this basic and central principle so they may walk in the freedom that Christ has paid for.
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Going back to the tugboat analogy, we as tugboat vessels have the capability of attaching our toe line
to the Flesh Mountain in our lives and cast them into the sea as we obey and subject ourselves to the
Spirit and give no place for the flesh. As we apply this to our lives the sin we have in the past struggled
with, will lose its power and mastery over us.
When we learn and walk in the Spirit, which is according to the principles, teaching and commands
that is taught to us throughout the Scriptures – we are promised to receive (eternal) Life – here and
now. We are promised the Divine Life – so that we can be a people who are pleasing to God.
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him
who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. 1 Peter 1:2-4
He has given all we need to walk through the narrow gate Jesus said we must walk. Life according to
Christ is always active, never are we to remain neutral. This is what the definition of Life in Christ
means and His activity in us is described in Hebrews sayingFor the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. Heb 4:12
To be in Christ – is to be ALIVE with Him, participating in His will in His power. He is like the master
surgeon, operating in us to remove and replace continually things He sees that hinder our relationship
with Him. We are to be a vessel that is always looking to lighten our load, so we can accommodate
more of His Spirit in us. The more we gain in Christ by His Spirit the less we give ground to the
enemy. Paul talked a great deal about his battle and a good description is found in 1 Cor 9: 25-27:
And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus
I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
To be in Christ looks like this as an equation: Christ – Self (flesh) = Freedom. To be otherwise looks like
this: Christ + Self = Bondage.
I liken it this way, before we were in Christ our vessels are in darkness – utter hopeless darkness. We
are either willingly or unwillingly servants of sin (and Satan). Once we commit ourselves to Jesus Christ
by faith in who He is and has done for us – God places a door to the darkness of sin that we now can
close. We can choose to close this door to refuse sin’s entry. Sin is still around and continually lurks
and tries to gain entry into us – but now we must exercise wisdom, vigilance and discipline to master it
and keep the door of sin closed.
The (false) teaching of today, tells us that we need not worry about this door being closed or open –
because the blood of Jesus has washed us from all sin. This is one of the unfortunate lies that has only
brought in frustration and hopelessness in great discouragement because it will always lack the Spirit
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in Power which contains our joy, peace and righteousness. Sin must be put into proper place and
perspective in order that we may apply Christ's Power to our lives.
We must never forget that once we become a member on God’s team, we enter in a battle; the war
between our flesh and the Spirit of God in us. We must understand that there is never any down time,
many do and to their detriment. God has given us all that we need to be and live as
overcomers. Overcomers of our own fleshly lusts, fears, love for this world in all its pleasures, our
pride; which are all sin. It doesn’t just fall into our lap and we overcome. We must willingly resign,
submit and yield as we walk in the light to see what must go– and willingly cut if off, and in this we may
obtain the divine power to walk in the will, peace and joy of the Lord.
At the moment we do, we will feel the lightness of soul and the power of the Living God surge in us to
strengthen and encourage us so we will (joyfully and gladly) continue to lighten our load – and this is
our freedom, but WE must be the ones that cast off what holds us in our bondage. God will never take
if from us and is up to us to give it up. We cannot pray that God would take our sin from us – because
He has done all that is to be done regarding sin already. Jesus has already done all that is needed for
us to accomplish in us, that which is the perfect will of God. He made a way where there was no way –
forged ahead of us, and now we can walk the road He Himself walked and now instructs us to.
May we take the time to listen and watch as to what/who we truly are obeying and make any and all
the changes and adjustments that are needed, in Christ’s name. Amen

168

The World; Love it or Hate it?
The World as referred to in scripture is not a geographical location, but a place of our being (or
preoccupation) where all that is unregenerate and still remains in sin. It is everything that is counter
and contrary to God and what is referred to as anti-Christ. Egypt is a picture of what this looks like in
can be read the historical account in Book of Exodus where God rose up to deliver His people from the
bondage they were under by Pharaoh’s rule.
We learn through the scriptures that the world, is under Satanic power and authority:
We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 1 John 5:19
Though we are in this world, we are not of it John 17:16 and as we walk in the Light as He is in the Light
He cleanses us from all sin; 1 John 1:7 so then the Devil has nothing on us and cannot touch us:
We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself,
and the wicked one does not touch him. 1 John 5:18
It is important to understand that overcoming the world is not optional for us as followers of Christ and
is our proof of our identity as citizens of the Kingdom of God. We overcome the world, by placing our
faith in Jesus Christ – in His entirety. This is not to be mistaken by putting faith in faith – which I
believe many unknowingly do. For our faith is found only in Him – and will play out by us having the
desire to walk away from the world and all its enticements and entrapments because His Spirit in us,
detests the world and will lead us away from it. He will lead us to love, serve and minister to Jesus and
in His name and it is by His Power that enables us to overcome the world. Together as we trust and
obey God, we overcome.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also
loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.
And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.
And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world,
but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:1-5
As Christ’s Body of believers, who are the Church and His Bride – we are a group who will stand out to
those around us (the world) as being peculiar and oddly different. We will even look foolish, and
treated as foolish. We are this way BECAUSE we do not live according to the principles found in the
world, but to God.
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but
he who does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17
I challenge us to take a moment to look at where we are most comfortable, will it be here in this world
in all its doings or is it found in the person and Son of the Living God – Jesus Christ?
169

Dear Lost Soul
You are broken, as are the rest of us. Your brokenness may be visible to those around you or could be
hidden deep within your soul. The answer to this problem is not money, food, shelter, warmth or even
kicking addictions. It is not a new relationship, a changed gender or even fame. We may have some
serious struggles in our lives – but our problem goes way deeper, not to be blamed on any past or
present unfortunate circumstances our poor childhood or inheriting bad genes. Our problems stem
from what is known as the human condition where we are plagued with a malignancy called
sin. Which no amount of programs, financial aid, support groups, wealth, health or whatever – will get
us out of its clutches. Sin’s goal is always destruction and if we do not obtain a remedy against it, we
will continue on its road that will lead us to ruin. We will die spiritually and be separated from God
forever. This is part of the eternal torment that awaits all who reject what God has provided to stop
such a thing to ever come upon us.
This is the Good News – that we have a remedy for this sin dilemma, and we have hope! It has come
2000 years ago in the form of a man named Jesus Christ, who is not an ordinary man, but the very Son
of God. 700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah spoke of Him and in declaring what He
was going to do for us:
Isaiah 61:1
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
Jesus would later affirm what Isaiah wrote in His first speaking engagement:
And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written and said to the crowd:
18 “The

Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
20 Then

He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:17-21
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We are bound, all of us by Sin – and sin is like a magnet within which will continually draw to us its fruit
which invariably its intention is to kill, steal and destroy our body, souls and minds. It has power over
us to overcome us and so we need something, rather Someone who has conquered it – to move on our
behalf against it. Jesus did this for us when we willingly died on the cross. God gave to us His only
begotten Son, so that none would perish but would have everlasting life (with Him). Because Jesus not
only died for us, He also was brought back to life and rose from the grave taking with Him the power
that sin has had on all of humanity. If there was ever a super hero, I’d say that Jesus constitutes this
title among His many others.
The good news is that if we believe in Jesus, in what He has done for us, and forsake the sin we
practice in our lives – which is also known as repentance, He will give to us His Spirit to reside within us
which is the power we need to overcome sin in our lives. He gives to us what we need to kick the sin
that has gotten the better of us, to the curb!
Jesus invites us when He says these words:
Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Matt 11:28-30
Our lives are heavy laden with the effects of sin and our labor is contending with these effects. We are
caught in the vicious cycle of whatever sin has ensnared us and unless we are rescued from this – we
are destined to live it the rest of our lives.
Jesus has already done the work needed and necessary for our rescue. As we believe on Jesus Christ as
our Savior we will begin to live making Him our Lord.
Whatever difficult place you are in now, is nothing for the God of the Universe to pluck you out of, the
only thing standing in the way is you. For many of us, we have made ourselves our god. We are a slave
to our lusts, appetites, pride – the list goes on – and we live to serve these. This is our trap, but Jesus
has freed us from the power of its hold – ONLY if we believe and accept His gift to us of forgiveness of
our sins and take His new life He has died to give to us and that is our hope and help.
Do you not know that when you offer yourselves as obedient slaves, you are slaves to the one you
obey, whether you are slaves to sin leading to death, or to obedience leading to righteousness?
Romans 6:19
You don’t need to know much (right now), just this one thing, and that is to acknowledge you are a
sinner, full of sin– to yourself then to God and repent from this and understand your only hope is a
Savior to come to your aid. When you do this, and truly desire you want to live your life for God your
rescue is at hand dear soul!
For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13
But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:22-23
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God honors ALL who lay down their lives to no longer be slaves of sin, but to God, by granting us His
Spirit to come and dwell within us.
And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
who obey Him. Acts 5:32
God has promised us that He will never leave us nor forsake us, as we continue to believe upon His Son
– and the Life that He has provided for us to live. He gave us the directions to His Father (and eternal
life) when He said:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. John 14:6.
Once we profess our faith in Jesus, we then begin to walk in His direction which is in Truth, In His Life
and His Way. As we do, God will help us through His Spirit personally in what we face and can now
expect that He is now present in our circumstances to work on our behalf. We place our trust in God,
for us and all that concerns us and He will care for us.
We are to begin living a life that pursues God – and one that no longer pursues all that we once
did. However this looks is based upon each of us individually. God sees our heart and our
intentions. He knows when we are sincere, and when we are not. Be clear in this though, He will not
enter our life, if we really don’t want Him to.
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. Matt 6:31-34
You may not know how to forsake or turn from the sin that has a hold of you. There still is hope. In
making your mind up TO TURN and calling on God for His help to even help you know what you need
to turn from, this is called conviction. He will show you your sin, and when He does, you forsake it. As
you do, He grants you His grace to walk away from it.
Apply your ears to hearing God speak. He speaks through His Word, and the Bible contains His
Word. He will give to you direction in how to get out of the mess you are in. One small step at a
time. Be prepared to hear His orders (if you truly call to Him for His help). They will be simplistic, some
will be easy, some will be harder – but trust and know that He will show you steps you must walk and
be ready and willing to follow where He directs you. Though it may be a whole new set of challenges
they will be ones that begin changing you from the inside that will become outwardly apparent from
the outside - to all those around you!
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things
have become new. 2 Cor 5:17
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Are you in a battle?
We know that there is a war, good against evil so we attempt to fight it yet seem to get nowhere. We
believe, we have faith and we pray to God asking Him for our victory - and nothing. Some of us don't
'do the battle thing' and rest in 'our faith' - and consider this a form of battle. Some are waging war by
what is known as 'warfare praying'. We will declare certain scriptures - as a promise and stand upon it
with all we got, yet in all these we become battle weary.
There is certainly a battle to fight, but not in the way most are fighting it. Strangely, we are to fight in
a battle that has already been won. This kind of thing never happens, right? Fighting a battle that has
already been fought and won?? But this is the thing about living in God's Kingdom, it looks nothing like
the kingdoms of this world.
Jesus claimed the victory, and has given us all the tactical equipment to go and take back that was
stolen from us. He has given us his arsenal, yet how many of us leave it in the closet while we sing
'Victory in Jesus'
Shall we have a look at what occupies us on a daily basis? What consumes us and our attention? This
will reveal to us our position in the battlefield.
Contrary to the world's counsel, our battle in life is not against another human being – who is doing us
wrong. Nor is it of one who has harmed us long ago. It is not the sickness and illness that plagues us
nor our state of mind either.
The true war is against our flesh from rising up to take the position of Commander and Chief. We have
got to fight this at all cost! The day we allow this, is the day we become victims of defeat. When our
flesh rules, we are going to be lead down roads that will expose us to all kinds of evil and temptation
where we do not have any defense.
Our first line of defense is to never let our circumstances become our occupation. A picture of this is
when Jesus was answering Martha. She was consumed with the tasks at hand, as being the host for
company. Mary her sister let all the tasks slide and she sat with the company, listening to every word
Jesus spoke. Practically speaking, Martha had every right to be annoyed and dismayed, in the position
she placed herself in. She took on a great responsibility. In Jesus’s answer to her, you could see that
this is not what he desired from her. Had she only sought Him first, she would have saved herself all
the grief she was under; Luke 10:40-42.
Our occupation and what is to consume us is the Lord. Our circumstances, deeds done to us, or life’s
challenges and hardships take a back seat. When we go and listen to our Master, like Mary did, He fills
us with all we need to get us through. He already knows what we are going through and everything
that we need and desires to direct us through it.
For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. Matt 6:32-34
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Our enemy makes every aim to distract us. He will whisper into our ears what we should fear, what we
rightly deserve, why we need to be angry and take action. He is skilled in knowing our weaknesses and
will set his ambush in these places. He does everything so that our flesh will rise up by appealing to our
emotions and lusts. For he knows that when we fix our eyes upon the Lord and determine to walk by
faith in His Spirit he can do nothing to touch us.
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not
do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 Now

the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
21
heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as
I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
20 idolatry,

22 But

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not
become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
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Can believers deny Christ?
We most definitely can and often do!
Our denial of Jesus is not merely in what we say or not say. We can deny Christ before men, without
even saying a word or among many seemingly affirming words.
Denial begins first in our heart. What we treasure is always found in our hearts; Matt 6:21. This is
why we must be careful to guard our heart and pay attention to what we have stored there; Prov 4:23,
for it is life to us or death!
We can learn a great deal as Jesus speaks to the Church that has denied Him in Rev 3:14-22. They
believe they have it all together and in fact are of need for nothing and boast of how good they are. Yet
He has not even been invited in – to those who say they believe in Him! This group has done ‘church’
without Him and in fact by their actions have denied Him access.
We may play games with God, but He does not play along with us. Our faith is empty when we deny
Christ access in our lives and we will remain unchanged. For the power of God through Christ changes
us to conform into His own image to all who will yield to Him.
To live as New Creations is liken to the snail that must leave his old shell before he comes into his new
one. We are no different. How can we think to remain in our old habits, mindset and sins and expect
change in our lives? How can we say we are of God when we still love the darkness and friends with
the world? We can say it all we want but it brings us nowhere.
We deny Jesus by not taking His life, because we still want to cling to our own. We are not willing to
give up our past and old ways and old hurts. We think that just because we believe in Christ all is
well. Not so. The demons believe too.
If we endure,
We shall also reign with Him.
If we deny Him,
He also will deny us. 2 Tim 12:2
They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and
disqualified for every good work. Titus 1:16
But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. Matt
10:33
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Withdrawing from the Bank of God
How much of our time is given to empty and selfish ambitions, where we seek for other than God?
Usually out of ignorance we do not seek, nor teach the ministry of reconciliation that Jesus provided
for us and fail to grow as sons and daughters of God.
Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
20 Now

then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 2 Cor 5:18-20
Jesus has reconciled us to God and now, we continue in the ministry of reconciliation in ourselves and
each other. Make no mistake, it is a work – not to gain Salvation, but BECAUSE of Salvation!
I would liken it to a bank. God has deposited His Son into an account with our name on it. We claim
this account for our very own, upon our repentance and confession of our faith in who Jesus is and
what He has done and commit our lives to Him. We have free access to this account based on His
name - in which we now identify. In order for us to get what is in the bank we must conduct
transactions. The transactions must be conducted daily according to the standard and conditions of
the bank which are congruent to the Father and His Son.
The transactions that are acceptable and that which will give us access to the Bank is when we live an
exchanged life, from the old life and now from our new life and identity found in Christ.
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. Gal 2:20
There are those who have the Bank Account in Christ’s name, but have not yet conducted any
transactions (they are not reconciling their life to His). They have been fed a lie saying that they need
not work anymore, and all is theirs, because they believe. Yet they walk around poor and living void of
the spiritual wealth that He has laid up for them. They do not have His peace, know not His joy and do
not understand the principles of His Kingdom because they refuse to work with the Holy Spirit. It is like
saying yes I have a bank card, but I don't need to use it - the money is already mine. If we would hear
anyone talk like this we would see they did not understand how the banking system really works! Then
you come alongside them to help them understand and they start yelling at you saying they don't have
to work to get to their money that it was a gift given to them. They are so stuck on this that they do
not see they may have the money, but they are not using any of it. The bank card in the Bank of the
Kingdom of God, is our surrender. We go to the Bank, give (up) ourselves and this gives us access to all
He gives us through His Son. His Kingdom economy is to first ‘sell all we have’ (Luke 18:22) then we are
fit to follow and take part in His Will. Leave it all behind. Bring all those hurts you have been
collecting – and be reconciled today in the healing of Jesus Christ. Take them to the Bank – and sell all
you have to Jesus, and take up His forgiveness to cover them all. Forgive and receive His peace.
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The Blessing that comes from Fearing the Lord
The subject of: to fear the Lord is undeniably controversial among believers and yet is considered a
blessing if one possesses it. Like anything we receive what is true (truth) when we desire to know
truth.
Understanding the fear of the Lord can only come by the Spirit to all who would desire to know and
want to learn from the wisdom of God; Prov 1:1-7. When we learn it (the fear of the Lord) it becomes
an inner knowing that compels to live our lives in honor and reverence for the things of God and His
Son Jesus Christ. For it is the Spirit Himself that only brings to us the Light of the truth of who Jesus
Christ is, and as this light shines in our hearts we become sensitive in our desires to not offend God.
Rom 12:1.
The fear of the Lord does not make us ‘scardy cats’ always wondering if we are doing right or wrong! It
is more like a safeguard He teaches us with respect to Himself in His majesty, power and glory. We
understand our position and our approach to God. In the days of Kings you were never to approach a
King willy nilly. If you did you were at risk for being put to death! How much more does the Almighty
God deserve our respect of His greatness and honor due Him? God is not our pal. All authority is for
us to respect. Take a look at we lift our foot off the gas pedal of our car when we see a police cruiser!
It is a God given understanding we have inherently in us. Not so much now, but there was a time when
children respected and even feared their fathers! They dared not do anything that would go against
what their parents instructed them for fear of retribution. Children want to please their parents – in
the healthy confines of their authority.
Today, to fear anyone is to go against our rights and so in light of this worldly view, the term to fear the
Lord is taken as an offense and thus why there is division and derision on this subject.
It is by the teaching we get through the scriptures that we must go to. This is where we are to be
rooted and grounded and what renews our mind to conform to the image of Jesus Christ.
Here is a compilation of what can be found.
An excellent starting point to review is found in Isa 11:1-3. For it reveals that Jesus Himself contains
the Spirit of the fear of the Lord, and He delights in fearing the Lord. If He examples to us such then
should we not follow suit?
Prov 3:7, Gen 20:11; it stops us from committing sin
We will hate evil; Prov 8:13, Prov 14:6
You are a fool, without it and are on the way to wisdom and knowledge with it; Prov 1:7, Prov 9:10
Restful, peaceful and in God’s safety; Prov 1:33
We will obey God above any do what (evil) authorities threaten us; Ex 1:17
We will not oppress one another; Lev 25:17
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We will walk rightly and in Gods way; Duet 8:6, Prov 14:2
We must choose it; Prov 1:29
Is not just an Old Testament requirement; Josh 4:24
We are integral; 1 Sam 12:24
Puts you at risk – when you do not fear God; 2 Kings 17:25, Psalms 55:19
Our worship should understand this fear; Psalms 2:11, Psalm 5:7,
We are taught by God; Psalm 25:12, 119:38
The goodness of God is upon us; Psalm 31:19, Psalm 67:7
His eye is upon us; Psalm 33:18
We have no want; Psalm 34:9
Fear of the Lord gathers us together in fellowship Psalm 66:16, 119:63, 119:74, 119:79
Unites us to God; Psalm 86:11
We understand Gods power and wrath; Psalm 90:11
God’s mercy is upon us; Psalm 103:11
God’s protection is upon us; Psalm 115:11
We tremble at what it would be like on the other side of God (counted as His enemy); Psalm 119:120
We are blessed; Psalm 128:1, 145:19
God takes pleasure in those who fear Him; Psalm 147:11
Keeps us from premature death; Prov 10:27
We have assurance, confidence and know we are in His will; Prov 14:26
We have access to eternal life; Prov 14:67
We will not be prey to evil and will know eternal life in all its satisfaction; Prov 19:23
Is a daily way to live; Prov 23:17
Is God’s treasure; Is 33:5-6
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We will forsake God and backslide if we do not fear the Lord; Jer 2:19
Jesus instructs us to fear God; Luke 12:5
Is accepted by God; Acts 10:34-36
No peace for those who do not have the fear of God; Rom 3:17-19
We will cleanse ourselves from the filth of the world in holiness; 2 Cor 7:1
We submit ourselves to one another- who believe, follow and fear God; Eph 5:21
We conduct our work ethics based on our fear of God; Col 3:22
We walk out our faith with fear; Phil 2:12
Our faith is moved – to action by godly fear; Heb 11:7, 12:28
Our life and conduct; 1 Peter 1:17
Reward awaits us; Rev 11:18
Will be the Gospel preached by Angels: Rev 14:6-7
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The Emperor’s New Clothes – in Christendom
We have digressed into the theory of relativity within Christendom; What works for you, does not
necessarily work for me. Your truth, my truth. You don’t know my heart, so don’t judge me. I am
saved no matter if I continue to practice sin or not. What is considered the ‘gospel truth’ is up for
debate within our circles and each other. There is no absolutes and don’t even mention black or white
because it’s all grey!
This is far reaching and widespread and all around and ‘the norm’ because it is a palatable gospel. It is
also shallow. Our depth depends upon what we are willing to invest in the kingdom of God. Or put
another way, what one is willing to give up will determine what we gain in the Kingdom of God. The
shallow gospel has no such transaction, but rather it is all inclusive, the flesh – and its lusts, the love of
the world and its friendship and the open practice of sin all under the banner of (false) grace.
If anyone would apply themselves to Christ by the Spirit they would learn the truth of what the gospel
of Christ means and involves. It is by the Spirit that we are led into all truth. This truth is one that will
change us from the inside out. It will stir in us a zeal for the Lord and all that He cares about. If we do
not become a people who are moving away from our love for the world, away from placating the lusts
of our flesh and our practice of the sins of our choice – we are not walking in His Truth, which is Jesus
Christ.
How is it that we can have one foot in the world and the other in Christ – and be at peace? In answer,
there is no such thing. And what is disconcerting is that ‘all is well’ when it is not, we have become like
those in the famous story of The Emperor’s New Clothes, afraid to say what is in plain sight.
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The Peace of God – the missing link
How many wander among us who do not have peace? Who daily struggle with mental anguish? Who are
regularly plagued with the cloud of depression? I am not asking about those who are the unbelieving, but those
who are believers in Christ. The number ratio is practically equivalent to that of the outside. Why is
this? Because we fail to be honest with ourselves and God. We do not deal with sin in our lives. We do not deal
with sin, because we do not acknowledge it is sin in the first place and instead take what the world calls it and
there is the beginning of our peace-less life. When any of us lack peace it is the very place that indicates
something is wrong. Not on the outside, where we can point our finger at someone to blame, but within. Peace
is the indicator that the hand of God is upon us, it is His very power to sustain us in tough times. Instead of
looking for the answer as to why we lack His peace in ourselves, we go out to find the way to deal with it. We
look for a doctor who can officially label it so we can blame whatever condition we are labeled for our lack of
peace. We seek out things to numb, occupy and soothe us with all justification to do so. The truth is, we
continue to not know peace even when we do all these things and continue to not seek God – which is what is
needed. Not a ‘please God, give me your peace’ kind of seeking. His peace comes as a result of our connection to
Him, our abiding. Where we honestly look at our lives, our choices, our situations and challenges in the lens of
the Word. Where we seek to renew our minds with His word in truth and deed. Where we are humble before
Him and confess our sin, to repent of it and be washed from it. To not look for excuse for our (sinful) behavior
but to forsake it. Instead, it is a compiling that goes on in our lives, where we get deeper and deeper in the
clutches of anxiety, phobia, hopelessness, depression and thoughts of suicide. Darkness looms over us though we
read our bibles, faithfully attend our churches and meetings. We are crying on the inside in desperation as we
sing along with others the praises of God. Yet, we refuse look at it for what it is. Rebellion.
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The Surface Christian
His faith is skin deep. As long as life treats him well and his prayers are answered, he believes. He seeks for his
soul to be soothed so it is important to attend where the music will give him what he needs. He looks for
sermons to be short and lightly seasoned with the scriptures, but not on anything that is controversial, for he
hates confrontation and believes this to be condemning. Live and let live – in all peace he says is his philosophy.
God is about love and we are all His children so as long as we can just live together. He reads a lot, but not from
the bible. He knows the basics and believes that’s all that matters, because the God he believes is so very loving,
kind and gracious – he is at peace with his faith, so it must be right: for God gives His peace to those who believe
in Him he maintains.
This man walks in his own devised ‘faith’ where it pleases his flesh and has nothing to do with the condition of his
soul. The lie he is happy to walk in gives to him what he wants and because he is content with this he believes he
believes this to be God’s peace. He continues to fill the blackness of his unregenerate soul with sin because he
remains in bondage. He sees the chains that bind him not as something to want to be free from, but what he
need and must have and do. He continues to fight and argue with those around him because he is self-righteous.
It is they that are wrong, and he that has been wronged, so he stands prideful and perfectly right in his own eyes.
He seeks to be soothed because of the stress of life that envelopes him and reaches for his objects of choice that
bring him peace and comfort. He will never let these go, because they are what calms him, and he believes God
understands this. No one is perfect, and ‘by grace go I’ – he says and believes he (thinks) he is humble before God
in recognizing that he is no saint, and God knows his heart means well at least. He does not see that he is the
same as he was yesterday, the day before and last year. He has not grown in the inner man in becoming the new
creation that new birth in Jesus Christ affords. He does not see that he is far from the truth, because the truth is
not in him – and continues to live the lie.
This lie is the truth – for many of us who say they believe in God. The god of this world has blinded their eyes.

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
22 And

on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out
of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. Jude 20-22
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Satan’s Snare; Pornography in Marriage
Satan takes what is sacred and turns it into the profane. The beauty and splendor of the sexual union that God
has created between a man and a woman is desecrated in the moment that the use of pornography enters in a
marriage. As with all sin, it does not sustain but there is a compulsion for more, always more. A man is to leave
his mother and father and join together with his wife so they become one flesh. This union is more than physical,
it is the picture of the Church; Jesus, the groom and believers in Christ who follow after Him His Bride. There is
the joining together and we become one flesh into His Body. His love flows into us and we receive His life and are
able to walk in all His instruction. When a husband joins to another other than his wife, to lust after them in the
viewing of pornography it is like he dis-joints from his own body and is playing with the devil’s fire where he does
not even realize he is getting burned. His God given sexual desires and sensitivities become dulled and even
numbed all together from desiring the natural sexual union with his own wife. With each drop he drinks of this
sinful and evil poison he is destroying the sacred between them. Each image he stores in his mind has power and
will only rob them of what God has intended. It is like a corrosive battery acid that eats away from them. The
intensity and concentration level that pornography supplies short circuits what was once pleasing and
pleasurable. The foolish man is driven now by his appetites Satan has taught him and he commits adultery
against her in his lust dishonoring her sacred sexual beauty. What is evil he treats as good and what is good he
treats as evil. The marriage bed is defiled, though he may never physically touch any woman he harbors
thousands of women in his mind and shares his bed with all of them. Though it may all be done in secrecy and he
thinks that no harm is being done he is setting fire to what is most precious and dear. He has brought violence
against the one he says he loves. He must wake up and begin to fight for her and that means he must lay down
his life for her, no longer living to serve his evil lusts – a battle that must be fought and won in order to save what
has been lost. It may be the toughest battle of his life but with God, he will fight and win it.
Jesus is our example as how a man treats his wife for He gave his life for us and is diligent to keep us clean and
counts us as precious in His sight. He has eyes for no other and as we join with Him in union our love only grows
and deepens. His passion for us draws us to Himself and we enjoy intimacy with one another, in fact we only
crave for more of His love. He honors and loves us and we respect Him; Ephes 5:22-33
Drink water from your own cistern,
And running water from your own well.
16
Should your fountains be dispersed abroad,
Streams of water in the streets?
17
Let them be only your own,
And not for strangers with you.
18
Let your fountain be blessed,
And rejoice with the wife of your youth.
19
As a loving deer and a graceful doe,
Let her breasts satisfy you at all times;
And always be enraptured with her love. Prov 5:15-19
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The Road to Relationship with the Living God
If I were to move in with a man and call him my husband through marriage – does that qualify a good
relationship? What if I were to carry on as if I was not a married woman? If I never talked to
him? Never did things with him? We can see how unhealthy these behaviors and mindset would be,
yet this is what many are doing in their faith in Christ. They may live under the same roof (or believe in
all that the faith contains), follow what is right in practice such as attend meetings with one another,
share with others about the faith and even take part in the ordinances. Much like a woman who may
live under the same roof as her husband, cook clean and speak kindly about him – yet still not know or
have intimate relationship with him. Similarly this is how many relate with God where there is
disconnect, believing in Jesus but living as if He was not there.
Practically, there are certain things we must exercise in order to develop our relationship with
God. But even before this, we must first take what Jesus has done for us, in dying on the cross to be
for us - accept it and receive Him into our lives as Lord and Savior. We must repent of living apart from
Him and determine to live for Him. After this, we are able to establish a new relationship with the
living God - this is the most wonderful and beautiful gift Salvation brings to us. Here are a few things to
consider:
BELIEVE: In the case with our relationship with God, we must actually believe He is alive and
personable. He is not a far off deity too busy with running the world. He longs for us to seek Him and
relate to Him.
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. Heb 11:6
ACKNOWLEDGE: With any healthy relationship to acknowledge one’s presence is absolutely
essential. Imagine if your spouse never acknowledged you? How many do this with God? They talk
about Him, learn about Him and sing about Him – but never talk to Him or ask Him about His thoughts
or sing to Him. In not acknowledging God is a form of rebellion and quite serious!
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths. Prov 3:5-6
HONESTY: Honesty is key to walking with God. If we cannot be honest we will not enjoy a relationship
with the Living God. We must be willing to fill Him in – on everything in our hearts. That means when
we stumble – we go to Him and confess this. There is no hiding, no tucking away things for our own
eyes/ears and certainly no lying. God sees everything anyways and we are foolish to think we can do
these things. But when we walk with a heart that is honest to share all of it with Him, God is able to
join us and share with us His grace, when we experience His grace – we experience Him.
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is
no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do
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not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If

we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10
COMMITMENT: To commit ourselves to God means we are ‘all in’ which means no half heartily, when I
feel like it kind of stuff. Commitment always involves sacrifices.
CONSISTENCY: Once we commit, we then are consistent. Often, God is given a few minutes a day
where there is prayer and scripture reading and go on to the rest of the day without Him. Consistency
means we live by and according to what/who we profess to believe and love. If we say we love God
and do not include Him in every moment of every day, we are not consistent to what we profess to
believe.
RESPECT: Expressing honor and esteem to God in our day to day life privately and publicly is to respect
Him. Our conduct is careful to not bring shame to His name and we quickly stand for Him when the
moments arise. We make it our diligence to NOT participate in anything that would harm our
relationship or dishonors His name.
It is terribly sad that many who profess Jesus Christ to be Lord and Savior are without relationship with
Him. He is not alive experientially in their own lives because they have not yet included Him. God
makes Himself known, to any and all who want to know Him. It is to our own benefit and spiritual
well-being that we make every effort to know Jesus and He us, and this can only be done through true
relationship.
Jesus spoke of a day that will come to many, who claim they were His. They remind Jesus that they did
work for Him, but He gives them terrible news: ‘I never knew you!’
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the
will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ Matt 7:2123
God has made a way for us to have relationship with Him because it is His desire. Through Jesus, we
have been given the way. If this is yet an unknown or neglected territory, begin a journey to learn
what this means. As you draw near to God in truth He will draw near to you, and when He does you
will gladly give up the things that have kept you from Him and only gain strength and more love for
Him as you do!
24 But

let him who glories glory in this,
That he understands and knows Me,
That I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth.
For in these I delight,” says the Lord. Jer 9:24
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The Christian Void of the Spirit of God
Did you know that you could do all the right things according to the Christian life and still not be
accepted by God? You could serve the Lord with great love and passion, teach truths from Scripture,
faithfully pray for the lost and still be as lost as all who you pray for! You may even surround yourself
with sound and true teachers and preachers and still remain separated from God. What is alarming is I
have described the majority of what is called ‘the Church.’ There are a people who claim they are blood
bough saints of God that no one would ever question, because of their godly conduct. They lead a life
that they and others believe to be what constitutes being one of God’s children. Where in truth they
are deceived and deceive others and are in danger of being separated from God, forever! They are so
close, but yet so very far. How can this be? It is because they may have been taught the things of God –
by His Spirit and even be surrounded by His Spirit in the groups and teachers they listen to, but they
have never surrendered to God so He would fill them with His Spirit. When a person has the Holy Spirit
in them, they will differ from the one who has relied on the Holy Spirit, through another’s work and
relationship with God. One will be as it is spoken in Proverbs 4:18:
‘But the path of the just is like the shining sun,
That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.
God will grow them from the inside out, and their lives will reflect this. And the other will continue to
stumble in sin. They may appear to be godly, but they their lives will not bear the fruit of His Spirit:
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness,
self-control. Gal 5:21-22
We will strive to love, according to what God calls us to. Paul describes this kind of love:
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love

never fails. 1 Cor 13:4-7

If we profess to be saved, then we should be desiring to know and walk in this kind of love. If we take a
look at our interaction with those who are closest to us – in honesty, we will see if we do or do not walk
in this kind of love.
Those of us who have the Spirit in us assume prematurely one is filled with the Spirit of God just because
they speak the right way or do the right things in the time we are with them. Where we must always stir
one another up, that we walk in His righteousness in Spirit and in Truth and there be no shadow of
doubt.
Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. 2 Cor 13:5
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Sympathetic Christianity
The needs around the world are mounting and we can each see with our own eyes the sorrow, cruelty
and injustice happening daily. It is overwhelming to say the least and heart breaking hands down. In
these days of dismay I believe we who are of God’s Household need to be on guard so we do not end
up going down a wrong road in our faith and to even oppose God’s will. It is a place where we must
especially be on alert so we do not follow our natural inclination, or what society directs no matter
how great the need may be. Jesus gives us insight into this when Peter tried to exercise sympathy with
Christ by suggesting he not do what He was on his way to do – which was lay down His life to be
crucified on the cross. Peter spoke out of his natural carnal mind rebuking Jesus to stop what He was
about to do. But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for
you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” Matt 16:23
Imagine Peter’s shock when he heard those words, he was only being loving and sympathetic to Jesus
he may have reasoned. He only wanted what was best for him. Yet Jesus attributed what he was
doing as the work of Satan!
I think we as His children, should meditate on this and let it sink in. Too many times we are pulled out
of the great need of people and situations to give. We act quickly to help someone out of
problems. We think nothing of this, because we are doing the right thing, but in whose eyes? Could
we be like Peter and be one who is mindful of the things of man, OVER the things of God?
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Being in the World but not of it
We as people who have been purchased by Christ’s blood, and follow after His commandments to bear
fruit – are to be a people who make it their practice to not live according to the world and its
trappings. In order for us to live apart from the world, we must learn what it is and make this
distinction.
WE ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD ANYMORE!
Jesus prayed for all who are His in John 17 and prayed these words: “My prayer is not that you take
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as
I am not of it.” He also has explained that when we follow Him, the world will not like us; “As it is, you
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you.” In fact anyone who associates with the world with affection for it, God counts as an
enemy! “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” James
4:4.
WHAT IS THE WORLD AS REFERENCED BY JESUS?
John explains, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.” 1 John 2:15-16.
We must understand that the world is under the governance of the god of this world – who is Satan; 1
John 5:19. He runs it his way and by his rules. Anyone who lives according to the world must abide by
his way. Satan’s work is rooted in our lust for pleasure, and gaining esteem through approval of
men. When we have this motivation in us, we allow him to work in us. God works through His Holy
Spirit in us. His work is rooted in Christ and worship to God and service to Him where we receive His
joy, peace and love. Whatever we give our worship to that is what will be predominant in our lives,
Rom 6:16.
OUR WORKS
Our deeds are what reveals who we believe/worship. Despite what popular Christianity teaches, our
deeds matter to God. God looks at our works to determine our condition. “Even so, every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.” Matt 7:17. Jesus is clear in this when He speaks to
the Churches in Rev 2 & 3; saying things such as: “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and
that you cannot bear those who are evil” or in Ephesians; “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” Our works
will be produced by what drives us. If we are governed by the Holy Spirit, we will reveal this through
our works. If we are governed by world what fruit we produce will prove this.
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MIS-TAKEN GRACE
This is where many are misled by thinking the grace of God covers them so they may partake in all
what the world offers for they live under grace, but this is not according to what the bible teaches
us. As we read from cover to cover we are continually warned to not walk according to this world for
all its dangers it poses to us. The children of the Exodus are a good picture for us. Egypt was ‘the
world’ and God took the Israelites from their bondage to it, so they may journey to the Promise
Land. You can see that in all the years of their wandering, they struggled with their love for
Egypt. Even though Egypt was cruel to them, they still held affection and lust for it. God did not let
them enter into His rest, because they craved for Egypt and continuously followed after their own lust
(and not God). Egypt, and in our case, the world, always will satisfy immediately and will have an
appeal to it and the Promised Land, or Christ and His Kingdom is a hard road that requires our faith
over our lusts. It is a road that requires much from us that we often aren’t willing to give. Though we
have the very presence of God and His direction, provision and successes – it often is ‘not enough’ so
we are pulled into the world’s offerings.
WHERE WE LIVE
Our walk is to be done and found in Christ, which is found in a Kingdom not of this world. “If then you
were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand
of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him
in glory.” Col 3:1-4
This is the journey each and every one of us must make to enter the Promised Land where we receive
His Rest which involves learning what it means to live in the Kingdom of God as well as to understand
what the world is and who really runs it and to appeal daily to God for His grace as we do.
Revelation talks of what the world is in His eyes and refers it by the name Mystery Babylon; Rev 18 and
we can see its tragic end. Let us be encouraged and motivated to begin taking appropriate measures
to remove ourselves from the world. Not only this but to remove the world that still may remain in our
hearts and continue to long for it. It's not optional but what God has commanded us!
Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with
Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said:
“I will dwell in them
And walk among them.
I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.”
17 Therefore

“Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord.
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Do not touch what is unclean,
And I will receive you.”
18 “I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty.” 2 Cor 6:14-18
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Issues we Face
How easily we get caught up in our issues so they entangle us. We become captive by the strong hand
of whatever (issue) besets us, by allowing its voice to be what we hear and follow. We become issue
focused Christians and set out to conquer them in our various spiritual approaches. How dare the devil
do this to us we cry and set out in our warfare praying. All the while, he laughs of how we are so easily
distracted from the truth, even he knows that the Lord Jesus Christ is to be our center and focus in all
things.
We will always have issues because we live in a broken world in broken bodies.
Jesus came to tell us of another way, and in fact He said that He WAS the way, truth and life – and that
it be only through Him that we could reach the Father (His Throne and obtain His mercy and grace). As
Christians, our state of being and active duty no longer to be influenced by the issues of the day no
matter how we may Christianize them. Our life’s mission is seeking to learn and becoming the person
Jesus’s life has granted us to become. The issues we face are not to be our consummation, but instead
by and because of them, we seek Jesus to teach us to walk as He instructs us, not mistaking this to
mean that we go to Jesus pleading with Him about them. He would have us utilize our issues to
become like the objects in the gymnasts exercise routine so they become nothing more than the
means to grow and exercise the strength He gives us to overcome them.
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me.” John 14:6
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Faith or Self-Entitlement?
Picture this, the Kingdom of God has been given to us. In it contains unfathomable riches of the divine
nature – all what we could ever have need of is contained in this land; 2 Peter 1:3-4. In fact this land is
so self-sufficient that to attempt to bring anything in from the outside is an act of insult! 2 Cor 6:1618. It is a land that has been granted to all who have faith to believe in Jesus Christ and His death and
resurrection – for it is He who is the door into this land. It is by faith that we may enter, faith not in a
work and not in a religion. Most assuredly we are not granted access by having faith in faith! Our
access is upon Faith in the Person of Jesus Christ alone.
But what is faith? Faith is widely misunderstood and so we see the disconnect into the things of the
Kingdom of God among many. For what many have is nothing more than Self-Entitlement; ‘I believe
therefore I get.’ Where Faith has a different fragrance if you will, altogether.
Faith sets out and embraces Truth and along the path of Truth will increase enabling one to embark
upon greater tasks in the Kingdom of God. Faith will always move us to explore the hidden nooks and
crannies in the Kingdom of God. It is in these places where we find treasures. It is through pressing
through, contending or standing when everything in the natural would tell us otherwise. Our trust in
who Christ our Savior is becomes our reality above what we are being subjected to or must go
through. We are a people who will press on for the prize!
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that
for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Phil 3:12-14
The Self-entitled remain in the foyer of the Kingdom, claiming they have all the promises of Christ –
and may even have memorized them, but are unwilling to step out to exercise what they mean. This
type of faith is dead because it is not practiced and remains only a theory.
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? James 2:20
To the degree of faith we exercise in the Kingdom of God is the degree we will apprehend its fullness
and riches. Faith comes by our hearing the Word of God; Rom 10: 17. It comes as we resolve to renew
our minds to no longer live conformed to the world’s view or to our former life’s pattern; Rom 12:2.
In faith, we journey now and look at each facet of our life with understanding that we live in the
Kingdom and we operate in it using the resources that God provides us.
Our Resources are the Holy Spirit, Bible and Prayer.
The Holy Spirit is our guide, our teacher and who comforts us in our sojourn in the Kingdom. We will
not be able to navigate in the Kingdom to understand its principles nor recognize its resources if we do
not first have the Holy Spirit in us; see this post for more on the subject.
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However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and
declare it to you. John 16:13-15

His Word is contained in the pages of the Bible and is our Manual and whoever casts the Manual aside,
will not be able to go very far in the Kingdom. The Word is not mere letters but are God’s own Son and
is alive and powerful;






In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. John 1:1-5
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb 4:12
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Tim 16:16-17

Prayer is our connection to the Master and how we communicate to Him. Prayer is a gift given to us
by Jesus – that we may connect to God; John 14:6. If we remain silent we will most certainly fail when
facing hard things. Though we have access to the throne of grace; Heb 4:16, and can petition God for
our needs, prayer is more than a request line to God, it is our link to Him that we may be one with Him
in Spirit! When we give to God our time, and share our heart with Him, and desire to hear His heart we
put ourselves in the place where we may hear Him when He speaks to us.



Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving Col 4:2
Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God Matt 5:8

Our life in the Kingdom of God is vibrant and always moving forward and upward. As we live according
to its principles we will be led by the unction of the Holy Spirit to continue further.
If reading the bible and prayer are more of a chore this may indicate that the Holy Spirit has been
grieved or may even be missing. As with a flat tire on our car we must stop and first address this
before attempting to go further on our journey.
The good news is that we always can seek God today, while it is called today for His grace and mercy to
set us on His path if we have strayed.
Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed,
Because His compassions fail not.
23 They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness. Lam 3:22-23
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Looking at Mental Illness in light of Truth
Sin is an agent that has the power to poison because it is poison and lethal. It infects and will destroy
and bring death.
We who have devoted ourselves to serve Jesus Christ through His forgiveness of sins and New Life He
gives us- cannot expect to live lives of ‘… righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. ‘Rom 14:
17b when we continue to live practicing sin through our lusts. ‘For he who serves Christ in these
things is acceptable to God and approved by men.’ Rom 14:18.
He has forgiven our sin and we are promised His Life and peace; Rom 8:6 but when we make the
decision to walk in sin we have no such things; Heb 10:26. We must instead understand that
everything He has provided for us through the work on the cross– is so we would NOT continue to walk
in our sins to be slaves to sin.
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him
who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. 1 Pet 1:2-4
We are able to wage war in battle to win if we get this one thing down and that is to crucify our flesh;
Gal 2:19-20 or reckon ourselves as dead; Rom 6:11 - die to self. When we resist the lust of our flesh we
can then submit to the leading of the Holy so we may walk no longer according to our carnal mind.
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Romans 8:6
Because we do not see the unseen spirit world we tend to live like it does not exist. Where in truth,
this world has more going on in it than the world we see! You can’t see sin, you see only the effects of
it. Just like you can’t see the Holy Spirit of God, you can only see the effects He brings.
In the world today, we have actually given sin names and treat it as conditions and illness where sin
has literally been legalized among us. Mental turmoil and anguish has been one of these areas. While
the world calls it Mental Illness the bible sheds another view. We learn that fear is a large part of this
torment and that it comes as a curse to those who rebel against God The Lord will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. Duet 28:28
In contrast, when we walk according to God's word He gives us a sound mind;
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 2 Tim 1:7
As blood bought saints of God, we receive the Prince of Peace to be our Peace and His name is
Jesus. When we experience fear, anxiety or confusion this is indication that we must go to Him and
examine ourselves and ask God to search our hearts and reveal to us where we have gone off to our
own thinking.
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Today, anxiety and depression have become a new normal among us. We take the worlds view of our
condition in accepting its diagnosis for our anxieties and depression, call it an illness and look for its
treatment. The thought of looking at it as a sin issue (unbelief) will offend some, but no less true.
The Good news of the Gospel is that we are free! We are washed by the blood of Jesus and no longer
walk according to the world or its philosophies, nor of its psychology or remedies and
prescriptions. And in so doing we have peace of mind.
You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You. Is 26:2
We learn from scripture that mental torment is (most often) the result harassing spirits where it is God
Himself who sends out mental tormenting spirits upon people. He sent a spirit of ill-will in Judges 9:23,
a spirit of distress in 1 Sam 16:14, a lying spirit in 1 Kings 22:22 and a spirit of confusion in Is 19:14. The
commonality between them all is disobedience to God.
We are told that not all thoughts that we have are to be kept – but only the ones that line up to God’s
Word; 2 Cor 10:5. That timidity or fear is a spirit; 2 Tim 1:7. We who walk by faith in Christ are to
believe what the bible says, and that Jesus is greater and His death and resurrection has proved
this. And we have the power of Almighty God in us to deal with ‘mental illness’ according to His word,
provided we obey His word.
If we do not have His Peace ruling in our lives – we need to be asking ourselves some questions and
seeking for freedom in Christ, freedom He died to give us.
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. John 14:27
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Baptism - a neglected and misunderstood command of God
Can you explain what baptism means?
I am convinced that more than not, do not have a full understanding of this foundational truth as
evidence of the lukewarm church becomes the majority today. I will go further to say that our baptism
has been reduced to an empty doing in the list of requirements we obey in the Christian faith. The act
itself has become the sacred which earns us new status in the Kingdom.
What is Baptism?
Baptism is something that has been commanded by Jesus Himself to the Church:
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. Mark 16:1516
Baptism is the manifest act we proclaim publicly stating basically that ‘we are all in’. We come to this
not by an emotional whim, or by obligation, but by making a conscious decision with the
understanding that there are costs involved that will be painful but nevertheless worth it. This decision
will no longer allow us to sit upon any fence as some spectator to the faith, but to become a
participator. It will not accommodate or permit us to keep some hidden area of our lives (of sin)
either. It is the place where we come to complete surrender to Jesus Christ and willingly and happily
forsake our old life and give it up – in fact purpose to die to it for in order for us to obtain the new life,
we must under no uncertain terms forsake the old.
Upon making this decision we follow through by the act and are immersed completely under water to
testify our death to the old life, and come up from the water to signify the new life (birth) we have
been given through Christ’s resurrection by His Spirit.
Jesus gave us insight into a life that is baptized looks like when He says this:
Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake will save it. Luke 9:23-24
Paul speaks of the baptized life on many occasions - in particular he explains it this way:
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. Gal 2:20
The baptized life is a purposeful life, where we are making decisions daily in setting aside our (selfish)
desires so we would seek and do that of God’s will and desire. If our lives remain unchanged after we
have been dunked – than we are part of the vast group who has participated in an empty and
meaningless religious ordinance. As it is dead, so we remain dead.
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The act of baptism is our testimony that we will no longer live to serve our flesh, continue in our
friendship with the world or for all the pride of life brings. We set out to discover what this means by
walking it out.
Shame on the men and women out there who make the numbers of ‘souls saved’ and baptisms they
have conducted as some kind of boast. They make THIS the measure of Spiritual success and do their
congregations a great disservice and are those who are the perpetrators who spread and make this
into an empty and dead ordinance.
I would have to conclude that we must be careful in taking this very necessary ordinance out of context
and encourage us to gain the understanding for ourselves of what baptism means, first for us
personally that we apply it to our own lives and then begin to share with those around us this very
neglected and needed truth.
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Real Truth Will Always Set Us Free
Not too many are willing to hear what the truth is. For the truth is something that forces change to anyone who
would live by it. I talk of Truth that is not a standard to live by in the collection of values and morals, but rather
one who is alive in Jesus. He, the Truth, is pure and contains no error and does not keep company with darkness.
When confronted with lies (or darkness) He will either extinguish the darkness (lie) or will stand brightly against
the darkness in contrast for there is no neutrality with Truth.
Many who claim they believe Truth, are not willing to look for the Truth, because they settle for what the world
calls truth. You can tell who they are because they live changeless lives with no passion for Jesus – the Truth. For
when one gets a hold of this Truth it burns in them a fire and they only want more!
When we choose to turn from the truth we will receive judgement – and that is blind eyes, dull of hearing and
hard hearts. Many who are those who call themselves believers in Christ – are comprised of such. They are blind
leading the blind and will be the ones who order persecution and even death to those who truly follow with no
compromise – the Truth, Way & Life.
Truth will always set us free with one condition: We must abide in it. John 8:31-32: Then Jesus said to those Jews
who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.”
We see confusion in our church circles. Much division and debate. This is fruit that the enemy and god of this
world has produced. Jesus is not the author of confusion.
For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 1 Cor 14:33
He speaks with clarity and is always black and white in His way. His road is narrow and few are willing to walk it.
Narrow or Wide. Truth or Error. Right or Wrong. Life or Death. Belief or Unbelief. Uncompromised or
compromise. It is Satan who brings question to what the truth is and causes there to be grey areas many choose
to live in; Gen 3:5-7. When we turn from truth to error we turn from Christ and by default are on dangerous
ground. Read: Two Kingdoms – which one do you reside?
To live lives IN CHRIST we must live them purposefully. Every moment of every day must be consecrated. This
requires our time, attention and diligence. Not many are willing to commit this and why we have contradiction
(and arguments) all around us in our Jesus believing circles.
The Truth in Jesus is combined in grace and this is the gift of God to us and will always compel us to go on with
Him. For God only wants one thing from us - a relationship. To obtain such a relationship we must agree with
Truth. Let us if we have not already begin a journey to learn what this means. As we draw near to God, He will
draw near to us, and when He does we will gladly give up the things that have kept us from Him and only gain
strength and more love for Him as we do!
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The Agreement We make with God
We belong to God through entering into the New Covenant. The New Covenant is eternal and
everlasting full of blessing and rich promises. What does covenant mean? The dictionary describes it
this way: a written agreement or promise usually under seal between two or more parties especially for
the performance of some action. For it to be binding both parties must live by it and when we fail to
maintain our personal relationship with God and choose to practice willful sin we are not living or
abiding in the New Covenant terms.
Jesus lays out the terms and conditions of the New Covenant in John 15:1-10, note that they are
Living. We enter the New Covenant through (active) faith in Jesus Christ, and we sign it, by our (active)
obedience. The handshake so to speak is our baptism and the filling of His Holy Spirit in us. God gives
this to us as His token of His promise (2 Cor 1:21-22) and so we may live up to our end.
God wishes that none would perish and He continually extends to all His grace. Though we may grieve
His Spirit and even quench it we can count on His faithfulness. No matter what sin we have done and
however long we have done it – He will not forsake us when we turn back to Him with a heart of
repentance and we will be restored to Him in our relationship and standing.
But know this, if we do go on willfully sinning:
For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will
devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony
of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought
worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he
was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said,
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Heb 10:26-31
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A Secret to our Spiritual Well Being
God has given us something that is quite extraordinary to us that we don’t value as much as it
deserves. In the hustle and bustle of daily life we can forget it even exists let alone something to
practice that will most certainly positively impact us.
It is a gift and a spiritual wonder when we embark on giving thanks as our offering to God. When God
instituted sacrifice and offerings, He commanded the thank and peace offering. Though the sacrificial
system has been done away with we can still continue this offering by simply uttering two small words,
‘thank you!’ Jesus said that the rocks would cry out if there was no praise to honor Him – God’s very
presence demands thanksgiving and praise to which creation gives it willingly and continually you need
only listen to the birds sing!
I am talking about giving daily the offering of thanksgiving to the Lord. We are so absorbed in our lives
in its troubles and annoyances that to be thankful is just not in our thoughts. We also have taken for
granted all that we have been given by God. We take for granted the breath we breathe, that our
heart beats and the beauty vast around us. We take for granted how much God works on our behalf
protecting us. Or how He directs our lives and situations for our best. We take for granted the gift of
new life Jesus bought for us to live, forgiven and free from the penalty of sin, in this alone we will
spend eternity in giving thanks to Jesus so why not begin now. In a sense we are like the spoiled kids
who get so much given to them, that cost them nothing and so they treat what they have with no
respect for it. You know those kind of kids who never say thank you or just grab and take, well, we are
(often) just like them!
We get caught up and consumed by the things that just aren’t going right in our lives. Not fast enough,
not slow enough, never enough, enough already! We have made for ourselves little worlds that will
always give us reasons to be unhappy and for complaint.
When we begin to make it our habit to acknowledge the Lord's goodness and all that He gives us, our
little world will grow bigger and we will realize that all those hassles and incompetent people vanish as
we will see things differently with a thankful heart. All the annoyances of life and reasons for
complaint will fall off us and something comes in to take its place: joy. It is the joy of the Lord and is
our strength. Instead of life sucking us dry we are replenished and able to replenish others! The Lord
opens up to us so we may see His goodness and thanking Him becomes easier and an honor to do.
May we give to God His due as we bring to Him our daily thank offerings, with true hearts and ask Him
to show us all that is around us in what He gives us when we feel complain coming on!
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thess 5:18
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Christmas; who is served? God or Man?
It’s that time of year again where we see much activity and festivity in preparation for the great and
wonderful day of Christmas. Wonderful for us – but is it for God? I do not think so. Why? Well, I
believe it to goes against the very person of Christ and God the Father and to put it more bluntly I
believe it antichrist as it distracts and has a bait and switch quality to it. This is where I’ll lose most of
you perhaps, but I would only ask for you to oblige me in hearing why I say such a staggering
thing. That after what is said here we would look past our love for Christmas and open ourselves up to
at least see it from His point of view and go to Him asking Him to reveal His heart in the matter.
It becomes clear in the teachings of Jesus:
Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me. Luke 9:23
The way of Jesus contradicts the very essence of Christmas for it is a holiday that is all about selfindulgence to which self-denial has no part in. We are attempting to honor God from our carnal mind
and flesh and because it is rooted in self it will remain earth bound, flesh soaked, greed and pleasure
driven to produce more works of our flesh than that of the fruit of the Spirit; Gal 5:19-23.
You will not read anywhere in the scriptures where God encourages anyone to carry on the way we do
at Christmastime. Conversely, anywhere God has instructed us to honor or worship Him is a sober
event, with specific instructions to follow and not meant for our pleasure but for His.
God tells us we are not to be like the other nations, nor are we to adopt their customs and rituals.
Deut 12:30-32; take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed
from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve their
gods? I also will do likewise.’ 31 You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way; for every
abomination to the Lord which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and
daughters in the fire to their gods. “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not
add to it nor take away from it.
We see the consequence resulting in 3000 dead of such participation in the account written in Exodus
32, when the children of Israel took it upon themselves to institute their form of worship to God, as
well as in Numbers 25 when they mixed with the other nations in their worship.
Today we the Church are instructed:
2 Cor 6:14-18; Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord
has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God
has said:

202

“I will dwell in them
And walk among them.
I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.”
17 Therefore

“Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean,
And I will receive you.”
18 “I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty.”
Peter reveals how we are easily prone to make something religious in the event of Jesus’s
transfiguration by wanting to build tabernacles of meaning; Mark 9:1-8 to which God interrupted.
Similarly we have made the advent of Jesus’s birth, though it be most miraculous and joyous into a
religious event of honor, worship and celebration. We somehow forget and dismiss the fact that it is
God who commands and institutes not men and are warned of this:
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men,
according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. Colossians 2:8
This is not discrediting anyone in their love and passion for the Lord but we must understand our love
and passion is not the qualifying factor here, or anywhere. For who demonstrated love and devotion
better then on the day where God's people took to moving the Ark into their own hands with
disastrous results; Samuel 6. Because they did not obey Gods instructions regarding moving the Ark
Uzzah paid the consequence by losing his life. Good intentions was not what God wanted, He wanted
and still wants today our obedience.
Jesus nor did anyone from the early church have given to us a hint that even resembles the Christmas
holiday in scriptures, and I believe the silence speaks volumes. What He did say and instituted to us
was not a birthday celebration in His honor but quite the opposite, for it was to be in remembrance of
His death:
1 Cor 11:24-25; For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The kind of worship God is looking for is not found in this world and certainly not in Christmas much to
many's disagreement, and sadly there is little interest in seeking to know what this means.
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But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.” John 4:23-24
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Keys to New Year Spiritual Resolution
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:1-2
I don’t know about you, but when I am expecting guests I put in extra effort to make sure my house is
welcoming and acceptable for them, and lets not go there when they pop in unexpectedly! How much
more so, to make feel welcome and to ensure that our accommodation we offer is suitable for His
Majesty, our Lord and Savior and alternatively are we to feel the shame of our shabby and neglected
and possibly dirty homes? Or do we just expect Him to come ‘as we are’? That He is just happy to be
in our lives? I shudder at this thought, though our actions most often reveal this kind of attitude we
have regarding the God whom we profess to believe in, love and honor. I'm afraid to say to our own
shame, wee expect from Him – everything, and put little to no expectation upon ourselves. We reason
and say that He is God and we are His messes and it is His job to clean us up. Our relationship becomes
extremely one-sided where God is there for us, to save and serve us and we just accept, receive and
get. That all we need to give is our faith. We pray to Him - that shows our faith, and we ask of what
we have need of and depend on Him because we can’t do anything on our own. We are told that we
can't do anything, right? But when we really look at this kind of faith we will see how it reduces God as
a servant butler who is at our beck and call so serve us. We know nothing nor care to know, that life as
Saints means it is no longer about us! But that we now begin our journey learning what it means to
serve the Living God to regard His majesty and becoming holy as He is; 1 Peter 1:14-16. Instead, we
have made God become one of us, our friend – ‘friend of sinners’ where He hangs out with us, down
here. Reality is, God created us – for HIS pleasure and we need to go back to understand this to learn
and unlearn much as we do. The picture in today’s churches are painted in such a way that it’s all
about us. We are served. We are loved. We are saved. We are blessed. We deserve it, we are the
Kings Kids! The gospel has been reduced into motivational speakers selling all the reasons why
‘choosing Christ’ is the best for us. We are sold all His benefits and then take our bill of goods and
begin cashing in. Go into your local Christian book store and read all title headings of the best sellers,
and it will become a bit more apparent. Tune in and listen to the sermons the mega churches are
putting out to the masses, or to what the latest and greatest hotly sought after teachers, preacher and
evangelists are speaking.
Paul's admonishing is for us today in Romans 12:1 and even more so! God help us to understand your
Holiness, majesty, justice, honor and glory! We are so far removed we need His intervention, to splash
our faces with cold water to wake us up. As blood bought saints of God, it is imperative for us to
understand our position and Paul reminds and implores us to remember what our function is which is
to accommodate God and operate as Priests. It is well worth our time to read the Old Testament
writings of the I order, ministering and requirement of being priests so we may better grasp its
meaning and significance for us today.
Paul further instructs us that as Temples of God, we are to no longer conform ourselves to the world
which is always 'about me' but rather be transformed. We do not automatically get a transformation
when turn from our sins to live for God, but we are given the means to be transformed. And this is the
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Word of God coming alive in us so we may take it to be our food, our drink and our washing. We seek
it as our substance that sustains us. We must eat food, drink water and wash daily - to care for our
physical bodies and when this is neglected it is quickly revealed in us- and so is the same when it comes
to our spiritual bodies. Let us not think that that reading a daily devotional scripture and its
commentary will suffice! We too easily pass the responsibility for our spiritual health to preachers and
teachers to give to us regurgitated words, much like a mamma bird feeds her babes. This is good for a
time, but it is to our own benefit that we study the word of God ourselves. And to the shame of many
of us, who have been Christians for years and have not yet ventured out to read and know the
scriptures in this way. Faith comes by hearing, hearing comes by applying our ear to the Word of
God. We too often give ourselves approval based on our own head knowledge, emotions and what
others say - with disastrous results. It is only by God's Word can we truly see what is right. We MUST
study ourselves approved – through the Word, as it is our mirror that we may look to see what is true
that will reveal our own heart, God’s heart and His will for us.
This Word is liken to what a doctor gives his sickly patient in the form of a prescription. We are given
the ultimate prescription that will give to us what we need to pass from death into new life - eternal,
but will amount to nothing unless we apply it to our lives, daily.
When we walk in reverence as Temples for the living God, and put into practice the Word that will
renew our mind our faith will become apparent because we will PROVE IT by our actions. This is where
some operate a faith that is works driven and orientated. It is apart from the living relationship with
God as He is not yet living in their Temples. It is like; go to church, check. Give my tithe and offering,
check. Attend bible study, check. The deeds done are merits of themselves and have no
interconnection with the Living God.
As God's People, our actions will not just be something we do apart and separate, or because its
something we must do. Where instead our actions will be inspired because we have aligned and
submit ourselves to the Word. As we put to practice what we believe and in whom we believe
according to the Word, we are transformed and in this we prove what is God's will and what He
accepts by our works. When we DO what the Word instructs we will produce what the bible
references as ‘good works.’ We will be known by our works (deeds) and will be like light that shines to
others. As we submit to God, He stirs in us so we would produce good works - its like a reciprocal chain
that work one with another. God works in us and gives us a willingness to do it His way as we obey
and do what the word instructs; Phil 2: 12-13. We become a people who look to and delight in
keeping God's commandments and they are not burdensome;

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
1 John 5:2-4.

This is a new year and the time of year where we think and consider and even make resolutions for
change. I would pray this we set out to do what Paul so earnestly beseeches us today 

We are Temples of the Living God and to begin living as such
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To embark like never before to be transformed by the renewing of our minds; so that our lives will show
the change only God can do

And let us also remember that we are alive today because of God’s good pleasure and as we live FOR
HIM we ourselves will only grow in His success and love where His peace and joy will be upon
us! Amen.
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Freedom at all Cost
Why are there so many Christians who are falling into addictions of all kinds? What is the real issue?
The dictionary describes addiction this way:
a compulsive, chronic, physiological or psychological need for a habit-forming substance, behavior, or
activity having harmful physical, psychological, or social effects and typically causing well-defined
symptoms (such as anxiety, irritability, tremors, or nausea) upon withdrawal or abstinence : the state of
being addicted. a strong inclination to do, use, or indulge in something repeatedly
The Bible describes it this way:
Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? Romans 6:16.

I will add, that addiction is the practice of idolatry. Idolatry is the putting of someone/something in the
place of God and going to these to get our needs met.
I believe our struggle with addiction is because we assume the world's way of viewing and have taken
its way of treating it as well. We must take the biblical view for addiction if we are to obtain our
freedom.
It is only God who knows our true needs. When we look for answers to our problems in the world, and
each other the solution we come up with will be no deeper then our flesh and carnal mind and the
pathway that will lead us to idolatry.
His answer to our need will never be found in this world nor among its philosophy but found only in
Jesus Christ; Luke 4:17-19.
A forgiven sin is a powerless sin. Jesus took the power of sin that was over us so we can now walk by
faith to experience its reality!
We must understand the Gospel - another reason why we struggle is we don't. Our faith must be in
the truth and many of us don't understand or know that the gospel is much more than believing that
Jesus died for us.
See What is the Good News Anyways? for more on the Gospel.
Christ died for us yes, but we too must die - in order to live:
Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that
our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no
longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since
we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised
from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he died,
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he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also
should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.
Romans 6:5-11

The Good News is that Jesus made a way for us so we may be forgiven of our sins and have been
reconciled to God so we can now live in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit! Even
though we have all this, it does not make it easy because to live according to our new life there is a
cost. We can see the severity and the cost when Jesus speaks this"If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your
members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.” Matt 5:29-30
We know that Jesus is not advocating for us to go around cutting off our body parts, but rather
explains that it will be painful to us when we deal with sin and what happens when we don't!
Our flesh will rise up and scream and demand to be soothed you can count on it. It will be a time to
take every measure to remove any temptation of the sin that has us snared, and to think always 3
steps ahead. A time to cut things out and off that once was part of your life and that will not be
pleasant.
We have the victory over the sin of addiction, we just need to begin walking towards it. How do we
know the way?
Jesus tells us the He is the way, the life and the truth John 14:6
He also gives us the directions to Himself:
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me."
Luke 9:23
And He reminds us that the way is going to difficult, but we are able because He has overcome for us.
Addiction is all about serving self and indication that Jesus is not on the throne.
Get your battle clothes on addicted soul! Determine to claim the victory waiting for you and set out by
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to lead you the way!
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Sensitive or Numb to the Spirit of God?
When we give ourselves in the surrender of our lives to Jesus we become for Him a Temple so He may
dwell. If we, who have made profession of faith in Christ are not sensitive to the Spirit of God is
indicator that something is wrong. Being sensitive to the Spirit of God displays like this:






Quick to see our offense when we sin against God or our fellow brother and neighbor to which
we make quick (and sincere) restitution
We develop the hatred of sin and look to avoid it
We no longer desire to be friends with the world and engage in its pleasures, systems and
philosophy
We desire to live clean and set apart lives (holy) unto God
We desire to serve God and do His will

The evidence that God is dwelling in us will manifest when we are actively involved in relationship with
Him. The closer we are to God, the more sensitive we are to the things of His heart. We become
sensitive when we work out what He directs us to through His Word;
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for His good pleasure. Phil 2:12-14
When we cease in working out what it is God wills for us, we cannot continue in relationship with Him
because our ears and heart are no longer inclined toward Him.
When you look at the priests who ministered to God in the Tabernacle of God you see how serious
they took their position. To take for granted or act matter of factly would bring certain death to
them! The Tabernacle and Temple of the Old Covenant is a picture of us in the new and well worth the
study so we may grasp the Holiness of God and His strict requirements for His Priests. For we too are
His Priests through Jesus Christ, and should pay heed to what this position is about.
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 1 Peter 2:9
Today we have vast pockets of the religious void of sensitivity to the Spirit of God. Though sermons
are heard, bibles studies are attended and gatherings are happening souls are not being stirred by the
Spirit of the Living God.
When we do things our own way, no matter how right they feel or religious they seem God will not be
found there.
If our religion we profess to believe has not sensitized us to what matters to God, than I would have to
conclude we are believing a lie.
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Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in
your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
1 Cor 6:19-20
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Jesus’s Warning to the Church
In a day where we see what is known as the church looking no different than world – is a good day to
be reminded of the words of solemn warning Jesus gave not just for the churches in the day He spoke
but for us now. We as His Church must take serious to pay attention and see if Jesus is speaking to us
personally in His rebuke. Listed below are excerpts of Jesus’s words of rebuke and warning taken from
Revelation 2 and 3:
1. Church of Ephesus; “you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your
lampstand from its place—unless you repent.”
2. Church in Pergamos; “because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit sexual immorality. Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against
them with the sword of My mouth.”
3. Church in Thyatira; “because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to
teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.
And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will
cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know
that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to
your works.”
4. Church in Sardis; I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.
Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found
your works perfect before Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast
and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour I will come upon you.
5. Church of the Laodiceans; I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you
were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you
out of My mouth. Because you say,‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— I
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments,
that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint
your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and Therefore be
zealous and repent.
What He is warning us in terms we can apply for today:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

No love for the Lord, just religious doings
Prosperity gospel & false doctrine
Sexual immorality & idolatry
Void of the Spirit of God; not abiding in God - a dead faith
No concept of what it means to live holy and sanctified lives and so continue to live in and for
sin
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Jesus warns the churches guilty of the sin He charges against them to repent. We too have been
warned and our self-imposed ignorance will do us no good. We have the counsel of God, in the Book
called the Bible – and we are without excuse. May we feel the conviction of God and repent of
anything that we are guilty of while it is called today. Tomorrow may be too late.
Though this is a good place for us to examine ourselves to see if we are of the true faith, we can also be
encouraged among His warnings as He exhorts all who overcome will gain these:









I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.
shall not be hurt by the second death.
I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone
a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it
and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations
shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I
will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.
I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him
the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes
down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.
I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne.

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. 1 John 5:3
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The god Many Believer’s unknowingly Worship
We as believers in Christ have a danger around us that may even be operating in us. This danger is
something that causes us to turn from God. It may be the reason many do not grow in the faith and
are risk to fall away. This danger is a god that many believers (unknowingly) worship. It goes
undetected among us because we have made it our friend and not our foe and has been with us since
we were born. This god is called Self.
Some of the ways Self worship may manifest is through pride, conceit and manipulation. Moreover, it
may masquerade itself as being caring and giving yet its motive is to gain acceptance, love and
appreciation from others.
The god of Self is able to obliterate a believer’s faith through offenses. Once we take the bait of being
offended, we will find ourselves on a road of much sorrow and pain as we begin indulging in the
(satanic) crumbs fed to us that will tell us all the reasons why we have been treated unjustly and how
we deserve better.
A tell tale of Self worship is we are motivated by selfish ambition;
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.Phil 2:3-4

When we worship Self our world becomes small and dark and and may become fearful and
suspicious. We invariably trust our feelings and emotions and make them be our guide.
Jesus reminds and warns us that out of our hearts come evil:
“What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man”
Mark 7:20-23
Jeremiah warns that our heart is deceitful, and only God knows it:
The heart is deceitful above all things,
And desperately wicked;
Who can know it?
I, the Lord, search the heart,
I test the]mind,
Even to give every man according to his ways,
According to the fruit of his doings. Jer 17:9-10
We see how vulnerable we are when we allow our hearts to lead us, and why we must examine our
motives and study the Word to understand better what His will is for us and what offends Him. When
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we live out of our own heart, we will be prone to think we are right in our own eyes which prevents us
from seeing what is true. It is ONLY by His Word, that we must rely so we may distinguish what is of
our soul and what is of the His Spirit.
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart; Heb 4:12.
When we worship Self we are bound by the law, see post Legalism. We will reap all that we sow into
our flesh which is always corruption; Gal 6:6-8.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption
inherit incorruption.1 Cor 15:50
For any believer to involve themselves in Self worship, they will be entangled with many troubles, and
go through much pain. Ironically the turmoil and suffering is often mistaken and attributed to being
persecuted or attacked by the devil because of our faith, deepening the deception.
When we come to the truth and repent of Self worship, we will discover what freedom is and not want
to look back! Because our eyes are no longer upon ourselves and are upon our Lord we are able to see
a much bigger and better view in that God’s ways are so much better than our way could ever be!
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The Perpetual Baby Christian
We all know that when a baby is born he or she will grow – naturally into a toddler then onto a child to
become a youth and then on into adulthood. We would agree that if a baby were to remain a baby
this would be considered abnormal.
As with each who are in the Church of Christ, who are born of God by His Spirit there is an expected
growth involved. We begin as babes in Christ and are in need of those who would come along side us
in the teaching the basics of our new found faith; Heb 6:1-3 We will desire milk (of the word) to
nourish us; as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.1 Peter 2:2-3. We progress as we follow and obey what it is
we are taught in the Word. This is not the case, however, to the great majority of professing Christians
and strangely is not looked at as abnormal but quite acceptable.
Characteristics of a self-willed baby:








The self-willed baby is deliberately this way by choice of their own
They are lazy in the study of the bible and much prefer to gather information on biblical truths
from others; their faith is the culmination of what they have read and listened by others and
not by reading and studying the Bible themselves.
Seek for an entertaining Christian experience
Do not see the need to deal with sin issues/ behaviors in their lives
Faith is shallow
Are different when they are not in their Christian surroundings

In the Book of Proverbs the self-willed baby Christian is described as lazy or the fool or foolish, and
both act out of selfish motives.
Sadly, the longer one remains in this state the harder they are to biblically reason with. As they steep
themselves in their preferences and traditions they harden against what is true according to the word
- they are described this way by Paul in his writing to Timothy:
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers 2 Timothy 4:3.
Our popular (Christian) culture breeds babies of this nature to create something we are warned that
would happen - and now is:
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors,
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but
denying its power. And from such people turn away! 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
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Astonishingly but not surprisingly we have a great deal of baby Christians in places of Christian
leadership facilitating the fulfillment of this prophetic word before our eyes. These people are chosen
to lead or are popularized based on their charm and appeal rather then spiritual maturity and biblical
understanding and knowledge.
For a biblical Christian to not have a love or desire to read/study the Bible (daily) causes some
question, moreover if after 3 years of professing faith in Christ and have not yet read the Bible through,
is considered not normal but abnormal and cause for concern.
God’s desire and plan is that we be transformed into His image and likeness, by the renewing of our
minds through the reading of His Word; Romans 12:2, and we are fitted together with one another as
living stones in the building of His Church; 1 Peter 2:4-6. Self-willed babies will not have place in
Christ’s building because they refuse to take part in it. They essentially are disconnected from the
Body of Christ through their refusal to follow Christ and following after their own heart. They are
deceived and deceive others see 2 Peter 2.
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We have Certainty in times of Uncertainty
Jesus is our rock. We build our house upon Him. When the rain and storms come, we will not be
moved; Matt 7:24-25. Those who build their religion and faith on sinking sand – will be revealed in
troubling times such as this.
What is our hope? That we live forever with the Lord. That we not fear in this life what may or may not
come. That we do not fear even death. Jesus Christ is our hope.
We have accounts throughout the pages of the Bible revealing God's desire for us when we face
devastation, difficulty and suffering. He wants us to be a people who would humble ourselves, repent
of sin and seek Him as our God. As we do we can dwell in the secret place of the Most High; Psalm 91.
If you do not know the Lord, or have not taken Him serious as He deserves in your Christian walk – He
is calling you in this time of trouble.
Moses led the children of Israel in the wilderness and because they had hearts against God they were
smitten by poisonous serpents in judgement. Yet God provided them the way of Salvation from this
certain death:
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that
everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it
on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he
lived. Numbers 21:8-9
Today, we can look to Jesus who IS the one who hung on a cross for us - so we would not die in our
sins. The world is on the brink of pandemonium - by a virus. If people would only fear the plague of
SIN with the fear and respect they give the covid-19 virus, how many would not only be saved but
know Peace that passes all understanding in this time of crisis, who is Jesus; Is 9:6.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. John 3:14-17

218

The Hour is upon us to Watch & Pray
Jesus says that He is our food and drink. Today, more than ever we must get a grip on what this
means. Satan tempted Jesus in His time of hunger – with telling Him to turn stones into bread;
But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” Matt 4:4.
Most of us are on lockdown, forced to stay in our homes to ride out this very serious time. I would
encourage all of us, who profess Jesus Christ as Lord, to shut in with the Lord and make this a time of
study and solitude in Him. That we would take His body and His blood and feed from Him so that we
are made strong in the things of God; John 6:22-70. I suggest we first ask ourselves this question, do
we really understand the Lord's body and blood as our food? The truth is, most do not know what this
means, except to eat wafers and drink grape juice on communion Sunday at their church and so have
missed it. Many of Christ’s disciples walked away when Jesus spoke this commandment out – it was
beyond their understanding and were not willing to hear. In the same way, there are those who
attend churches and are not willing to go beyond the grape juice and cracker – and by doing so, they
too turn away from Christ to go with Him no more.
His Body and blood as our food, is truth that can only be comprehended by the Spirit – and if it is not
yet grasped I suggest it be sought after. None of us can truly grasp its grand depth but all of us need to
lay hold of what the Spirit will teach us as we apply our heart and mind to know.
We are a people who have been given everlasting life and our food is Jesus Christ and in our taking Him
this way, He sustains us in all that we will face. We are a people who will have the peace of God and
will know His joy, in our trials and tribulations – and rejoice! James 1:2-8.
If we are not anchored in Christ, and abide in Him – we are at risk of being swept away with the rest of
the world in its fear and rhetoric. I don't think that we should hoard like what is happening today, but
would encourage we stockpile one thing - the Word of God into our hearts and minds.
"Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which
the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.” John 6:27
Jesus warned His disciples to ‘watch and pray’ and He tells us the same. Time is critical and demands
for this, pray that our faith is strengthened – so we will endure in the hour of trial.
We are granted all spiritual help and the peace of God AS we seek Him. Let this time cause us to go
deep down into Jesus Christ that we may obtain His refreshing so we may offer the hope that is in us to
all those who are fearful and hopeless. Let this time of world crisis be a reminder to all of us, to ‘get
our spiritual house in order’ for we are truly in the last days.
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine
power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him
who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
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promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. 2 Pet 1:1-4
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Prayer to pray when in the Valley of the Shadow of Death
Our Father, You stand above all things, good and evil – and Your voice goes out dispatching commands
to the host of heaven and nothing is done without your permission for all things serve Your
purpose. Glory and Honor belong to You.
Today we are faced with our mortality in how fragile life is and are met with waves of fear that seek to
enter our sanctuary. Help us to remain rooted in You so we will not be moved. We will continue to
look to Your Word as our guide and comfort and You will lead us to still waters where we may drink
and to green pasture so may take our rest. Though we walk in this valley of the shadow of death, we
will fear no evil. For we are found in the palm of your Hand. The enemy does not touch us with his
threats for our trust is in You. Remind us that this earth is not our home and stir in us our longing to be
with you forever. Though we feel pain and sorrow as your rod and staff bear upon us, we know it is
but for a moment. We are comforted by Your Spirit as He reminds us of Jesus who for the joy that was
set before Him endured the cross, and so we too may follow after Him looking to joy before us. In the
presence of the evil one and enemy – we stand together as One with you Father in Your Son to enjoy
fellowship as we dine on Your Word together. We count it all joy in the trials and tribulations in this
life, even unto death – because our names are written in the Lambs book of life. We ask you to give to
us eyes to see You and ears to hear you as we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Amen.
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